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BARNINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Barningham Parish Council Annual meeting held on Wednesday 6th May 2009 at 7:45pm in Barningham Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs: B Last, D Pettitt, M Millett, K Cummings, P Callear, W Martineau, C Bullock, WPC Tate, C Cllr J Spicer & B Cllr D Ray

1.  Apologies for absence.  Sally Reeder. 

2.  Election of Chairman

Cllr Pettitt nominated Cllr Last as Chairman, Cllr Cummings seconded this. All in favour

3   Election of Vice Chairman

Cllr Cummings nominated Cllr Millett as Vice Chairman, Cllr Martineau seconded this. All in favour.

4.  Declaration of Interest

None declared.
5.  Minutes. Minutes of the meeting of 1 April 2009 signed and approved as a correct record. 

Meeting Adjourned

6.
Meeting open to the public

It was asked that a Crossroad junction" sign on the B1111 as you approach the village cross roads from the direction of Hopton, passing Millfields, was erected. The clerk will action this. It was also noted that it was good to see that we intend improving the goal and providing other facilities on the Cricket meadow. It was asked that the council to be careful where these facilities are placed relative to adjacent properties as there has been in the past experiences when goals were positioned near property boundaries and a number of loose footballs have gone in to gardens, resulting in, at best to knocks on the door requesting its return or at worst "visitors" over the fence helping themselves with attendant damage to plants etc. The Council will take this into consideration when positioning the goal posts.

                                                                                                                                                Action Clerk
A resident had attended the meeting to discuss the possibility of a waste site at Shepherds Grove, 

Stanton. This was hosted by C.A.W.S (communities against waste site) with Richard Spring MP. The 

resident was concerned about the possible pollution implications of the new site. The Parish Council felt 

that the literature produced by the group was alarmist and that it was unlikely that the Government 

would allow such a project planning permission. The issues surrounding the increase in traffic were of 

concern, and is something that the Parish Council has already submitted comments about. It was felt 

that no further comments could be made until a decision was made confirming the site allocations. 

It was asked if the Parish council could look at the possibility of providing play equipment aimed at older 

members of the community such as those recently installed in Needham Market and Lakenheath. The 

Clerk will investigate this further.                                                                                           Action Clerk
7.   Report of County Councillor: J Spicer

See under Annual Parish Meeting.
8.
Report of Borough Councillor: D Ray

See under Annual Parish Meeting.

9.
Report of Community Police Officer

See under Annual Parish Meeting.

10.   Report from internal Auditor, Sally Reeder

As Sally Reeder was unable to attend the meeting the Clerk read out the following report: The accounts were in order but a few minor points were brought to light that the Clerk will ensure are acted upon. The following is a summary of the significant variations from the previous year.

Other grants received:

One off grants totalling £30,400 from St Edmundsbury Borough Council, Havebury Housing
Partnership Ltd. and the Big Lottery towards the Sandy Lane Play Area refurbishment.

08/09 £1,000 Cllr Spicers Locality grant towards play area fencing.


2
Other income £70 increase:

£84 Compensation from Barclays Bank for being 3 months without a chequebook.
£130 decrease in Bank interest.

£266 increase in Burial fees

£150 online incentive payment from HMRC no longer paid.

3
Staff costs £2,037 Increase
Parish Clerk returned from Maternity leave.

4
other Expenditure £33,753 decrease:

07/08 New Play Area Equipment £ 34955.

£2,696 Increase for New Play area maintenance including hedgeing.

£424 increases in insurance due to Play area

£265 decrease in Audit fee as income/expenditure below 25k

£137 increase in Clerks expenses.

£1470 decrease in Tree felling/removal and hedging

£142 Purchase of Grit bin

£118 BT bills for Oak Youth Club, line rental

07/08 One off Gate posts old cemetery £329 Bench installation £100, Mower purchase £153, Legal fees re Play area £650, Woodchips for Aggies Piece £120.

Meeting reconvened

11.    Progress reports. For information, from:

11.1 Chairman 

11.1.1 Parish Conference.

The chairman and Clerk attended the Parish conference, held at Horringer community Centre an Thursday 30th April. Information was given on how St Edmundsbury is reacting to the economic downturn across the borough, the provision of children’s play area equipment (including possible funding opportunities) and an update on the Local Government Review. After an open forum workshops were held with the chairman attending a workshop on ‘How to maximise your community assets’ which not only looked at the physical assets such as Village Halls etc. but also discussed how members of the community are considered valuable assets. The Clerk attended a workshop discussing the Local Development Framework. The outcome of this being that due to the complicated nature of the plan that further, longer, training was required.
11.1.2 Meeting to discuss CCTV and Streetlight.  

A meeting was held with shea Nugent, from WCCTV and Richard Webster, SCC –Streetlights- on Thursday 30th April. The Chairman, Clerk, Cllr Cummings and a representative from the local shop in attendance. It would appear that two streetlights in Church Road may be upgraded and a new light may be provided on the B1111. The WCCTV Company are providing the council with a quote and once this is received further discussions about its suitability will be held. 

11.2 Clerk, 

11.2.1 Play area dog fouling.

A ‘No Dogs’ sign is being erected in the play area. It would appear that small dogs are able to squeeze through the bars of the play area boundary fence. The fence along the boundary with Mr Hubbard’s property is curling and lifting at the bottom. The Clerk will ask the contractor to look at this when they install the gate.                                                                                                                   Action Clerk   

11.2.2 Cricket meadow including football goal.

The Clerk has been in discussion with Suffolk County council regarding the sighting of the new goal posts. Once they have confirmed that they have no problems with them being erected there the Clerk will ordered them from Collier Turf. Collier turf will also remove the existing posts. 

Details from the Land Registry have been forwarded to Suffolk County council and they will offer their advice on the access issue. In the meantime Clerk will write to the executors of Mr Lingwood’s estate to again ask them to confirm ownership.                                                                                   Action Clerk 

11.2.3 Rules regarding bonfires. 

There are no bylaws regarding bonfires in St Edmundsbury. However, where the burning of waste is considered to be a statutory nuisance, action can be taken under the Environmental Protection Act 1990. To be considered a statutory nuisance, a bonfire would need to be a persistent problem, which interferes substantially with your well being, comfort and enjoyment of your property. It is suggested, by St Edmundsbury Borough Council, that if you are bother by smoke from a garden bonfire you should attempt to approach your neighbour and explain the problem and hopefully they will be more considerate in future. 

11.2.4 Insurance Renewal

Following discussions with the current insurer and Came and Company, it was recognised that it would probably be beneficial to change to Came and Company. The Clerk will ask for a written quotation before a final decision is made. If the quotation received is favourable then the cheque for the premium will be raised at the June meeting.

11.3 Community Affairs Officer: Cllr Pettitt

Cllr Pettitt had no report to make.
11.4 Tree Warden: Cllr Millett, to include footpaths, Aggie’s Piece and trees:

Aggies Piece: Work on Aggies will just be general maintenance from now on. The birds will continue to be fed until the end of May. John Wallace will be contacted regarding cutting the meadow; this will be done before the picnic table is installed. There was a small fire started in the car par, probably during the Bank Holiday Monday, some of the fence was damaged, Steve will repair this.

Public Footpaths: SCC will start on their 2nd cut surface clearance of Public rights of Way on 11th May, finishing in six weeks. We do not know where we come in their schedule and as the footpath behind the church needs cutting now Cllr Millett will strim it in the next week or so. Concerns have been raised about the two horses in the meadow between Sandy Lane and the bridge on Coney Weston road, which is dissected by a public footpath. They are quite frisky and may scare some people. 

11.5 Communications Officer: Cllr Callear. To include web site and newsletter. 

The Chairman has some new templates, which may be used to improve the current newsletter. She will liase with Cllr Callear regarding this.                                                                  Action Cllr Last/Callear

11.6 Transport Officer: Cllr Cummings

Cllr Cummings has some ‘Guides to accessible transport’, which may be of help to some residents in the village. A note to this effect will be put in the Parish News.                                    Action Cllr Callear

11.7 Village Hall representatives: Cllr Last

The tabletop sale was poorly attended and it is hoped that the coffee morning –bring and buy, to be held at Barningham House on Tuesday will have a better turn out.

11.8 Legal Matters Cllr W Martineau

Cllr Martineau had no report to make.
11.9 Planning, Clerk of works Cllr C Bullock:

Cllr Bullock had no report to make.
11.10 Village Caretaker: Steve Wilson 

The village lawn mower has finally reached its target of 2 years operation without the cost of a service and has, therefore, paid for itself.  It is still working well enough although the engine is using rather a lot of oil.  Mowing and strimming activity is at its maximum at the moment and if the mower were to fail I would have to source a replacement quickly. As mentioned last month I have swapped the Play Area swings between the frames in the hope that there will be less damage to the toddlers’ swings.  Minor damage is still occurring and a steady stream of replacement parts being ordered.  Coloured paint appeared on some of the wooden surfaces but, fortunately, I was able to wash it off. I have been able to keep the footpaths in Aggie’s Piece clear by using the mower; this saves a lot of strimming time.  It will soon be time to trim the long hedge in an effort to maintain all the good work that was done in reducing its height last year. I have removed and disposed of the broken bench from the New Cemetery.

11.11 Cemetery Working Party. 
It was agreed that the Cemetery working party would meet on Wednesday 13th May at 7pm in the Cemetery. A resident of the village has asked if the Parish Council would have any objections to them providing a memorial bench in the Cemetery. The Council had no objections to this and the Clerk will liase with the resident regarding what would be suitable and to discuss a when would be a sensible time to install it, as there is currently work being undertaken in the cemetery. 

Complaints have been received regarding the standard of work currently being undertaken in the cemetery. Branches were left strew over graves and a number of memorial pots damaged. Despite the Clerk contacting the contractors on the day she received the complaints it was not until the following evening that the site was tidied. A large pile of branches is still waiting to be chipped. The Council understand the limitations of carrying out work in the cemetery, including the problem posed by access. They do feel that the site should not be left in such a mess at the end of the working day and the pile of branches needs to be addressed before it gets any bigger. Representatives from Parsonage Garden Services, the contractor carrying out the work, assure the council that, weather permitting that the branches will be chipped and removed and the job completed by Wednesday of next week (13th May) 

12.  Boundary Committee local Government Review                                                              Correspondence from St Edmundsbury Borough Council and Suffolk Preservation Society was circulated amongst the Councillors.

13. Hepworth Road Footpath 

Suffolk County Council have agreed to provided a footpath, to include the area outside those residents who did not wish to give up any land, by narrowing the road in these areas. Work is due to start….. 

14.    Agenda  

The Clerk has updated the agenda following some recent training. All in favour.

15.    CiLCA 

The Clerk would like to undertake her CiLCA training. As this would involve an increase in working hours it was agreed to increase her paid hours by 2 to 13 a week for the duration of the training (approx 20 weeks) 

16     Planning Matters
16.1 SE/09/0424 Ellis, The Cottage, Hepworth Road. (i) Erection of single storey dwelling (ii) 

construction of new access with associated shared parking and turning area (revised scheme to 

SE/09/0144) No Objection

St Edmundsbury Borough Council have granted the following application:

SE/09/0306 34 bishops Croft, Barningham.

17    Correspondence for information 

The following correspondence was noted by the councillors, no action further to be taken

17.1 Suffolk police, Change of inspector for Bury Rural from Ady Calton to Neil Paterson.
17.2 National Lottery, Confirmation of end of grant compliance.

The following information was circulated prior to the meeting. 
17.3 Suffolk wildlife, Snape Marshes. 17.4 Suffolk Acre, invitation to conference. 17.5 Information commissioner’s Office, FOI CD. No further action to be taken
18.   Accounts

18.1 Accounts Working Party

This will be discussed at the June meeting.

18.2 The following accounts were approved for payment:
Steve Wilson, fuel                                               £8.00                                                                                                                          

Steve Wilson                                                       £415.08                 

Vicki Gay                                                             £485.58                 

H M Revenue & Customs Only                            £130.25                

Vicki Gay                                                             £45.94

BT, line rental                                                      £49.49

Tripp Batt                                                             £6.68

Brenda Last, training-meeting reimbursement    £24.37

Barningham Village Hall, Hall hire, training         £131.75

Coastline Graphics, No Dogs                              £28.75 

18.3 Thank you letters 

Thank you letters, for the donations made by Barningham Parish Council, were received from St Nicholas Hospice, Newstalk, Suffolk accident and Rescue, Victim support, and Vitialise.

18.4 Submission of accounts for external auditor
The accounts were agreed and signed. The Clerk will submit these to BDO. It was agreed to pay the internal accountant at the June meeting. Her fee of £300 is fixed for at least the next three years and is payable on the understanding that she will make herself available for any accounts related queries that may arise throughout the year.

18.5 Precept Notification

The Clerk received confirmation that the precept has been paid by St Edmundsbury Borough Council

19.   Clerks report on urgent decisions since last meeting

Nothing to report

20     Councillors reports and items for future agenda

No reports received.

21    Playing Field (Cricket Meadow) Legal date 2nd February 2014 to 1st February 2015

22
  Date of next meeting: 

3rd  June 2009

23.   To consider the exclusion of the public and press in the public interest for consideration of 

the following items:
23.1 Personnel Issues. None
23.2 Legal Issues. None
No further business, Meeting closed: 9.50pm
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