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 BARNINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Barningham Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd December 2009 at 7:35pm in Barningham Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs: B Last, M Millett, K Cummings, D Pettitt, P Callear C Bullock, W Martineau PCSO Jonny Burke & B Cllr D Ray 
1.  Apologies for absence C.Cllr Joanna Spicer
2.  Declaration of Interest Cllr Callear and the Clerk declared an interest in item 12, they did not leave the meeting. 
3.  Minutes. Minutes of the meeting of 4th November 2009 signed and approved as a correct record.
Meeting Adjourned

4.
Meeting open to the public
The resident who had concerns regarding golf balls being hit into neighbouring properties from 

the cricket meadow, reported that since our last meeting there have only been two further 

incidents of golf balls in their garden that occurred round about the weekend of 7/8 November.
5.  Suffolk Acre, Louise Wilby. Discussion on Local Housing Needs survey for Barningham
Louise Wilby from Suffolk Acre and Kevin Marshall from St Edmundsbury Borough Council  

spoke to the Councillors about doing a housing needs survey  in Barningham. The results can 
help indentify need, if any, in the village for housing. The idea being that any need would be 
met with housing that was just available to residents of Barningham. Suffolk Acre would help 
with all aspects of the survey and the cost to the Parish Council would be approximately 50p per household. 
See under item 14.

6.   Report by County Councillor: J Spicer

Cllr Spicer was unable to attend the meeting and had no report to make.
7.
Report by Borough Councillor: D Ray
Cllr Ray reported that although the High court ruled in favour of the Borough and ordered the 

Boundary Committee to wipe the slate clean of the options they were putting forward, the Court of Appeal has overturned this decision. The Borough now has to decide if they want to continue with their appeal. 

Report of Community Police Officer‘  
WPC Tate thanked the Parish Council for all the support that they had given during the ‘Not in my neighbourhood week’ initiative.  The reason she had chosen Barningham for this project was to ‘put a little bit back’ in to the village and to show the police’s appreciation for all the support they have received from Barningham. Although the week suffered a few set backs, mainly by being let down by other agencies, the overall outcome was very positive. There has only been one reported crime in Barningham since the last meeting, this was theft of a church candle and damage to the charity box in the church.
There was a report of a damaged gate in the play area, it is unclear if this damage is deliberate

 or accidental. The Clerk will look into this and take the necessary action.
Meeting reconvened

9.    Progress reports. For information from:

9.1 Chairman:  
The Chairman reported that one of the contacts for the emergency plan had asked to be removed. Cllr Cummings said that she would cover this area.
9.2. Clerk: 
9.2.1.Request for training.
The Clerk would like to attend a half day course in April 2010 on Exclusive Rights and Transfers for Cemetery management at a cost of £40. The Chairman would also like to attend. 
All in the agreement, the Council Resolved to cover the cost of this training.

10      Accounts

10.1 Report from internal accounts working party
It was agreed that the remit of the committee would be twofold. First to provide appropriate checks on the Parish clerk and the Parish Council to ensure financial probity including a regular review of the financial regulations. Second to review the financial information provided to the Parish Council and ensure that it is clear, timely and meaningful. It was agreed that the committee would normally meet three times a year although extra meetings could be arranged if necessary. It was agreed to propose to the Parish Council that the Clerk should produce a quarterly budget monitoring report for the Parish Council accompanied by a bank statement to show current balances. It was considered that the current format of the final accounts was not sufficiently clear and meaningful for Councillors and members of the public. It was agreed that copies of comparable authorities final accounts should be obtained and used to help look at other possible formats at the next committee meeting. The date of the next meeting will be at the end of January, exact date to be agreed later.

10.2 The following accounts were approved for payment:
Steve Wilson                                                       £414.88

Steve Wilson                                                        £5.00                  

Vicki Gay                                                             £488.81              

H M Revenue & Customs Only                           £132.83
Vicki Gay                                                             £23.81
Grippit, notice board                                             £143.75

J R Tacey. Village Sign                                       £420.00

SLCC                                                                   £29.00
10.3 Precept Estimate 2010/11
As agreed at the September meeting the council resolved to precept for £22000. The Clerk will complete and submit the relevant paperwork
Progress reports. For information, from: 

11. Community Affairs Officer: Cllr Pettitt 
A resident has contacted Cllr Pettit regarding concerns of speeding vehicles in the village. Cllr Pettitt will give the resident the Clerks contact details so that she can put them in touch with C.Cllr Spicer and PCSO Jonny Burke who organise Speedwatch training for local residents.
                                                                                                                      Action Cllr Pettitt

It was reported that the hedges are still obscuring the 30mph signs on the B1111. ,The Clerk will chase this up.                                                                                                     Action Clerk
11.1 Tree Warden: Cllr Millett 
Aggies Piece. 
There is just general maintenance being undertaken at the moment. The nut feeders have gone up. Slats on the wooden bridge will be repaired in the new year with the help of Brian Lodge.
Public Footpaths

There are still some reports of the horses on the meadow causing problems. Unfortunately as this is a SCC footpath there is little more the Parish Council can do.
11.2 Communications Officer: Cllr Callear. 
The Chairman has produced the first quarterly newsletter. In this issue there will be a loose leaf contact sheet. Cllr Last will arrange for these to be printed ready for distribution in January. A copy will also go on the website.
11.3Transport Officer: Cllr Cummings 

Cllr Cummins reported that the free bus for the Christmas market was much underused.
11.4 Village Hall representatives: Cllr Last
Cllr Last reminded the Councillors that there will be a Christmas bingo on Saturday week. She also said that unless some volunteers came forward for the Carol Singing that this would have to be cancelled.
11.5 Legal Matters Cllr W Martineau 

Cllr Martineau  had no report to make.
11.6Planning, Clerk of works Cllr C Bullock: 

Cllr Bullock had no report to make.
11.7 Village Caretaker: Steve Wilson 
The mower survived a scare this month after hitting a hidden stump on one of the B1111 verges.  I was able to get it back in working order, with the help of Tripp Batt, at no cost.  The price of its replacement is currently £170.  The mower has been in demand recently as all the grass within my responsibility has started to grow again.

As well as mowing both cemeteries I have strimmed the Old Cemetery and trimmed the rear hedge.  I have attempted to help the newly-planted beech hedge in the New Cemetery by weeding around the saplings; however, several of them have not taken and will need to be replaced.  Cllr Millett and I have cut back the overhanging brambles on several sections of the footpaths in Aggies’s Piece.

The quantity of recyclable waste has reduced with the colder weather but I am still recycling at least 25 percent by volume.  There may be a small amount of overtime at the end of the year, largely due to the renewed grass growth, but it will be minimal.

Steve also provided the following information regarding the benches in the village: Corner Bishops Croft/Church Road - wood, no backrest, good condition.
 Old Cemetery - concrete/wood, fair condition, needs cleaning.
 Corner Church gardens - concrete/wood, fair condition, needs major clean.
 Churchyard - just inside gate, against church wall, concrete/wood, good condition.
 New Cemetery - two wooden benches, good condition. One concrete/wood, loose seat slat.
 Opposite Royal George - concrete/wood, good condition.
 Beside village sign - concrete/wood, fair condition, needs a clean.
 Village Hall - wood, no backrest, good condition.
 Play Area - wood, good condition.
 The Clerk will ask the caretaker to carry out the required work.                               Action Clerk
11.8Cemetery Working Party.  

Following further discussion and the inclusion of a time limit for memorials and the removal of a specified depth for graves, it was Resolved to adopt the revised Cemetery regulations. These will be displayed on the new cemetery notice board and on the website. The Chairman has produced an accompanying leaflet . This will be available upon request from the Clerk as well as being available from the Church.
12.    St Edmundsbury Local Development Framework Consultation update
St Edmundsbury Borough Council reported that the Core Strategy will be considered at the Councils Sustainable Development Panel meeting on 23rd November, followed by Cabinet and Full Council in December. If the Council agrees, the Core Strategy will be submitted to the Secretary of State in January 2010 for examination.
13.    Hepworth Road Pavement
Work in ongoing with no major problems reported at this time. 
14.   Suffolk Acre Housing needs survey 
The Council Resolved to go ahead with the survey with the idea of having it ready for distribution in April. The Clerk will contact Louise Wilby with this information.        Action Clerk
15     Planning Matters 
15.1 SE/09/1370 Marling, Milliways, 11 Hepworth Road. Siting of air source heat pump exchange unit to rear of property; The Council had no objection to this application as long as there was no noise nuisance that could be detremantal to the neighbouring properties.
15.2 SS/09/1348/1433 Nurse, Lodge Farm, Bardwell Road. Conversion of existing outbuildings to ancillary accommodation (ii) erection of stable block with associated facilities for private use.
No Objection
15.3 Granted Applications SE/19/0941 Gooch, 2 St Andrews close.
15.4 Withdrawn Application SE/09/1127 Harrington, 15 Church Gardens. 
16     Correspondence for information To note the items listed below which have been circulated or will be available for inspection at the meeting.
16.1 NALC Section S137 expenditure limit for 2010/11

NALC have advised that the Section 137 expenditure limit for 2010/11 will remain the same at 

£6.15.
17. Clerks report on urgent decisions since last meeting
18  Councillors reports and items for future agenda

It was asked that the condition of the hedge at St Andrews Close be looked at as it has become very overgrown.                                                                                                        Action Clerk.
19. Playing Field (Cricket Meadow) Legal date 2nd February 2014 to 1st February 2015

20. Date of next meeting:  13th January 2010
21To consider the exclusion of the public and press in the public interest for 
consideration of the following items:
21.1 Personnel Issues. None
21.2 Legal Issues. None   
No further business, Meeting closed: 
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