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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

held Monday, 12 November 2007 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), N Merriam, B Perks, K Knights, J Formby, T Goodacre (Clerk)


A Stringer (MSDC), J Clover (SCC) and 13 members of the public
Apologies: 
Accepted from C Wright and V Clarkson (Suffolk Police)
1. Chairman’s Welcome: The Chairman opened the meeting
2. Declaration of Interest: K Knights registered a prejudicial interest for Item 9.1 and J Formby registered a personal interest for Item 9.1.  K Knights requested that the minutes record his belief that it is a mistake for those Councillors who reside in Grange Road not to register an interest in Item 9.1.
3. Minutes of Meeting held 10 September 2007: The Minutes were approved (proposed by B Perks, seconded by N Merriam) and signed by the Chairman. 
4. Village Forum: 

· Mr McCarthy commented on the overgrown hedges at Cat’s Paw (Homeleigh) and Sarah’s Folly and voiced reservations as to the need for Affordable Housing, making special mention of flooding, subsidence, maintenance and lighting issues.
· Mr Martin questioned the ownership of the ditch which is constantly flooding due to lack of maintenance.
· Mrs Sparrow has received guidance from a Planning Officer that serious consideration has to be given for development within the village with regards to sustainability and employment, questioning how the village could sustain Affordable Housing for those with a limited income.  Mrs Sparrow would like to ask the landowners to reconsider making the land available for affordable housing as the proposed plans no longer fit the remit of a shared ownership scheme.

· K Knights has been approached by a parishioner who enjoys the natural countryside surrounding St Andrews Close and has asked that the maintenance of the hedge at the edge of St Andrews Close be given consideration with regards to the proposed development
· Mr West also questioned the need for Affordable Housing in the village

· Mr Cox made mention to 3 appeals which have been made by private applications in the village and have been refused due to the village being seen as an unsustainable area, which should therefore  apply to the affordable housing application being situated in a rural location where the need is not clearly defined.
5. Reports:

5.1. MSDC: A Stringer

· Affordable Housing: The planning application for 4 affordable homes within Wickham Skeith has been filed by Orwell Housing Association.

· Chilton Fields Relocation: Stowmarket Rugby Club has agreed to relocate if Mid Suffolk’s land bid is approved and adopted on Chilton Fields.
· Food Waste: MSDC to investigate food waste as currently represents 28% of waste.
· Art in the Chamber: MSDC have given money for the installation of art in the Council Chamber.
5.2. SCC: J Clover

· Extra-ordinary Meeting held as a result of a "call in" of Cabinet’s decision to go ahead with Energy from Waste Programme.  If bid deadline missed and plans delayed, County faced fines of £14m if programme not up and running by 2014.

· The Audit Commission has reported that SCC is performing well with strong community, political and managerial leadership.

· Children's Trust Partnership has won 2nd highest possible rating from a team of government inspectors.

· SCC not expecting a good settlement from Central Government for next year.  As a consequence each Scrutiny Committee is looking at possible savings and the impact thereof on level of service delivery.

· Health Scrutiny Committee seeking views of GPs on effects of Practice Based Commissioning. 

· Locality Budget: £360 may be available for suitable causes which must not be revenue expenses.  Clerk to liaise with village organisations for possible suggestions.  Mrs Ede proposed that consideration be given to the restoration of the Village Hall wooden floor.
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5.3. Suffolk Police: Apologies received - no report submitted. 
5.4. Parish Clerk

· Parish Clerk attended Code of Conduct Training at MSDC Offices on 25.09.07.

· A copy of the Register of Electors has been requested 
· The Annual Return was submitted during September 2007
5.5
Parish Councillors
· None received
6. Correspondence Received: 

· SALC newsletter was won by Brandeston, with Mutford as runner up.
· MSDC are looking for a tree warden within the village.  M Appleby was suggested as well as advertisement in the next newsletter.
· MSDC Revenue Services have given advance notice for requesting Precept Payments

· Councillors invited to attend Thornham Parva’s Parish Meeting in November in relation to the Steiner School Group’s interest in land at Thornham Walks - No interest was shown.
· All other correspondence dealt with during Agenda items or included in Correspondence File.
7. Finance

7.1. Financial Position as at 31 October 2007: No report available.
The following invoices are due for payment:


SALC - Code of Conduct Advertisement
£35.25


Suffolk ACRE – Insurance
£161.28

Wickham Skeith Village Hall – Hire of 
£40.00


MSDC – Election Costs
£89.81

7.2. Budget Precept:  A draft budget was requested by N Merriam for discussion at the next meeting.
8. Affordable Housing: This item was moved on for discussion in Item 9.1 following receipt of a planning application after publication of the Agenda.
9. Planning Matters:

9.1. Planning Applications (includes application received after publication of Agenda):
9.1.1. Ref: 1232/07 – Land at St Andrews Close: Erection of 4 affordable bungalows
· K Knights retired from the room having declared a prejudicial interest

· N Merriam reiterated the seriousness of the flooding as soak aways are not sufficient for the land in question, sympathising with Mr & Mrs Martin, and suggested that the Council impose that the issues of the ditch be dealt with, that shared equity should be available and that the existing hedge be dug up and replanted along the boundary. He also commented that he is the only Councillor not to have an interest in the development and feels that it is right to help villagers stay within the village.  Reference was also made to a recent email which suggests that other Councillors do have an interest and therefore should not be able to vote on this application.

· J Formby confirmed that he has strong concerns regarding the housing market but represents the views of the community who have approached him and spoke on their behalf proposing to oppose the application on the following grounds: The proposal does not meet the Council’s original requirement and will not assist local people get on the property ladder with 3 rented and only one as shared ownership, the use of an out of date survey is questioned where findings could be misleading, the proposed site is outside development boundary nor abutting village boundary, recent applications have been rejected on the basis that the village does not have suitable amenities and such a development is not sustainable, the continuing need for affordable housing is questioned and feels that the majority of residents are against this development.
· B Perks also questioned the need for affordable housing within the village and that the current application does not meet the original requirement of a shared equity scheme.

· The Chairman added that Wickham Skeith has social housing as well as private rented accommodation and is disappointed that the affordable housing is predominantly for rented accommodation as the landowners and the previous Parish Council gave support for a shared ownership scheme.  Concern was raised regarding sustainability, that the site was not within the development boundary, was contrary to MSDC’s Planning Policy and therefore opposes application.

· J Formby proposed that the Parish Council oppose the application, seconded by B Perks.  With a majority vote of 3 against and one for, it was agreed to oppose this planning application on the points raised and noting the following: 

· Application is not appropriate in that surface water drainage is to a soak away

· Suggest that hedge is moved to the south of site

· Lighting should be low level

9.2. Planning Decisions

9.2.1. Ref: 2380/07 – Hamlin, The Green: Permission has been GRANTED to fell one sycamore tree. 
9.2.2. Ref: 2544/07 – 124 The Green: Permission has been GRANTED to pollard 3 poplars by 50% in height.  
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10. Village Hall Centenary: Parish Council invited to have a representative for the planning of the 2009 Centenary.  S Sparrow volunteered and will attend the January meeting.

11. Road Flooding: Flooding is a serious problem in the area of St Andrews Close and the area between Grange Farm and Sarah’s Folly.  The owners of the ditch opposite The Grange are to be contacted with regards to maintenance.
12. Village Recycling Facilities: Consideration was given to the provision of glass/textile recycling facilities within the village - it was generally thought that surrounding villages provided an adequate service.
13. Parking for Fishing at The Grimmer: Parking on The Green is a recognised problem, particularly nuisance vehicles disturbing nearby residents.  It was agreed that no provision for parking would be made at this stage but to monitor the use of the area and to advise Suffolk Police of this concern.
14. Matters for next Agenda: 
· Budget Precept
· Play Area for Children
15. Next Meeting: 14 January 2008 at 8.00 pm 
Meeting closed at 9.20 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..










