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A PROFILE OF BRAMFORD  

 

The village of Bramford consists of 1050 houses and lies at the southern extreme of Mid 
Suffolk District Council's area and just west of Ipswich Borough Council's area. 

The main built-up parts of Bramford are towards the east of the parish, as are the River 
Gipping, and the railway line connecting Norwich to London and the A14. Bramford 
consists of a larger and a smaller settlement each side of the river and railway, and there is 
also an outlying hamlet, Bramford Tye, and some scattered dwellings and farms to the 
west. 

The land to the south and west is mainly arable farmland, and there are also ancient woods, 
traditional grazing lands, and watermeadows beside the river. There are archaeological sites 
around the village from Roman, Anglo- Saxon and medieval eras. Some medieval housing 
remains, but most of the development took place in the second half of the 20th century. 

The village has various shops, a post office, a primary school and two public houses, but there is 
little local employment. Bramford has many social and sporting organizations and recreational 
facilities. 

The road network consists of a village bypass, the B1113, and two long-established village 
roads, one running north-south, meeting one running east (to Ipswich, the county town, over the 
river), and west, to connect with the road to London. There remains a network of historic lanes 
heading towards the west, and an old lane to the east of the village, running north-south. There 
is easy access from Bramford to the A14 (Europe - Midlands link) and to the A12 to London. 

Bramford is not an isolated rural community, but is fiercely proud of its village identity, which 
keeps it separate from Ipswich and Sproughton. The expanse of the valley, the natural features 
of the river, and the man-made features of the railway and the A14 keep Bramford physically 
separated from Ipswich helping to retain our village identity.  

In 1568, a comprehensive Survey of Bramford was completed for tax purposes and 
included the land, housing, other buildings and sources of wealth. The village boundaries 
are not much changed and 12 of the 23 houses, which then stood in the core of the village, 
still remain today. 
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WHAT IS MEANT BY A PARISH PLAN? 
The objectives of a Parish Plan are to:  

• consider social, environmental and economic issues including the provision of services 
and amenities for residents, businesses and organisations; 

• identify those amenities, facilities and services that need particularly to be safeguarded 
or improved for the future; 

• define any shortcomings within the village environment that need to be addressed and 
tackled; 

• indicate how the continuance of the distinctive character of the parish and its valued 
local features can be assured for the benefit of future generations; 

• formulate the quality and design standards that any new development should meet and 
how it might be accommodated within the village; 

• present a vision, together with the Village Design Statement, of Bramford’s future. 

In other words it is a chance for the residents of Bramford to say what they like about the village, 
what they want to improve and what they see as local issues and then record it all in a way that is 
recognised by Local Authorities. 

A BIT OF BACKGROUND 
In November 2000 the Government published a White Paper that launched the concept of Parish 
Plans. Bramford Parish Council could see clear benefits to having a Parish Plan that could link with 
the work of District and County Councils but understood that the Plan would have to come from the 
residents if it was to have credibility. 

THE STEERING GROUP 
To handle the task a team of volunteers was set up to collate the views of the residents and present 
them as a plan of actions. This team became the Parish Plan Steering Group. 

The main method chosen to collate those views was a questionnaire, which was circulated in the 
summer of 2004. 65% of the questionnaires were completed and returned, and it is the results of 
these, along with the results from a separate youth questionnaire, that form the input to this Parish 
Plan. 

SUMMARY 
The residents value the fact that Bramford is a rural community and not a suburb of Ipswich and are 
keen for that status to remain. Although its proximity to Ipswich and major road transport links are 
seen to be advantageous, being part of the Suffolk countryside is equally important.  

Two very high priority needs have been identified as a result of the questionnaire: the safety of 
pedestrians crossing The Street must be improved, particularly for the very young and the elderly, 
and some form of activity for the younger element of the community, such as a Youth Club, is also 
very high on the list of suggestions.  

In the main the other initiatives that have developed from analysing the questionnaires fall into two 
camps: those that are aimed at enhancing the community spirit, and those that are intended to 
protect and improve what we already have, although there are a few projects that fall outside these 
categories. The full list can be found in Appendix 1. In some cases further investigative work will 
need to be carried out before plans can be finalised, and those feasibility studies are specified in 
Appendix 2. 

Finally, there are some views expressed in the questionnaires that cannot be responded to by 
positive actions in the form of projects. For instance, it is recognised that development will occur in 
the village, but to maintain the character it is imperative that it should be sympathetic to the existing 
setting. New housing should maximise the use of infill and brownfield sites before encroaching on 
fresh land. Wherever possible these views have been documented within the body of this report as 
recommendations for use when considering planning applications. 
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DETAILED FINDINGS 

Residential Profile 

• A total of 1050 households were invited to complete the questionnaire. 687 responses were 
received; 

• The questionnaires represent the views of 1630 people; 

• The male/female ratio of respondents is almost exactly 50:50; 

• One in five respondents are under 18, half are working adults and 30% are retired. 

 

Community 

• The most popular way of broadcasting and receiving information around the village is by use of 
the Community Newsletter, closely followed by word of mouth and then posters in shops, on 
notice boards etc. 

• There are some concerns that the Community Newsletter delivery is sporadic and that some 
events have already taken place by the time it is received; 

• 150 people are interested in joining a Credit Union; 

• More than 200 people are interested in forming a Time Bank. 

 

Recommendations: 

� Improve delivery of the Community Newsletter (Appx 1 A12) 

� Support interested parties in setting up a Credit Union (Appx 1 A21) 

� Set up a Time Bank (Appx 1 A22) 

  

Village Character 

• There is a strong desire to keep the character of the village as close as possible to what it is 
now and to maintain the narrow green belt area separating Bramford from Ipswich; 

• The survey clearly shows that Bramford’s residents prize its unique character. The river, the 
water meadows, the village history, the local road links and proximity to Ipswich, are all seen as 
good reasons for living in the parish; 

• The careless disposal of litter and areas that have become untidy through lack of attention (e.g. 
the By-Pass nursery site on River Hill) are thought to be eroding the appeal of the village; 

• The mechanical road sweeper employed by the council is seen as ineffective because parked 
vehicles mean it has to miss the areas where they are left standing, its visits are not frequent 
enough and it does not sweep the footpaths; 

• Over 200 people responded favourably to the suggestion of either an annual or six-monthly 
‘Spring Clean Day’; 

• Other issues include the noise of low-flying aircraft, traffic noise and light pollution, the latter two 
of which are expected to increase if the Snoasis project is given approval; 

• Within the built up area of the village there are a number of areas people would like to see 
visually improved. The main ones are: 

• The sort of improvements most people would like to see in The Street are simple ones such as 
more flowers, hanging baskets, window boxes, maybe a tree, tidier shop fronts and somewhere 
to sit. 
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Recommendations: 

� Adopt the Village Design Statement (Appx 1 A2 & Appx 3)  

� Conduct an anti-litter campaign (Appx 1 A7) 

� Organise a Village Centre Redesign competition (Appx 1 A8) 

� Appoint a Village Conservation Officer (Appx 1 A17) 

� Erect “Welcome to Bramford” road signs (Appx 1 A18) 

 

Landscape 
• The landscape features thought to most need protecting are: the river (91%), the meadows 

(80%), open spaces (69%) and groups of trees (66%); 

• Responses indicated Bramford’s environment would be improved if trees are not cut down, 
woodlands are looked after, single trees are preserved and hedges are kept short and tidy. 
River care is the most important factor (93%). 

 

Recommendations: 

� Investigate planting trees to the East of the village to soften and/or screen the 
Whitehouse Industrial Estate Building (Appx 1 A15) 

� Appoint a Conservation Officer (Appx 1 A17) 

 

Sports and Social 
• About 80% of residents believed that they are reasonably well informed about what is going on 

in Bramford. But 38% claimed that they didn’t participate in village leisure activities because 
there are none available or that they are poorly advertised; 

• 56% of the community would welcome local information points and a further 25% felt that more 
notice boards or re-sited boards were required; 

• The most popular social amenity is the public houses. The Loraine Victory Hall is high on the list 
with 73% of residents using the hall at least occasionally; 

• Comments suggest that there might be support for a brand new community centre on a new 
site, perhaps adjacent to the Playing Field, with a more limited and dedicated new use found for 
a thoroughly refurbished Victory Hall; 

• Nearly half of all respondents believe that the provision of social facilities in the village for the up 
to 16 age group is poor. A Youth Club was proposed by many of those commenting on social 
facilities for young people; 

• While 29% think the children’s play area is reasonable there were several comments that were 
critical. There are some who believe the facilities to be “disappointing”, “dangerous”, “unsafe”, 
“out of date” and “in need of redeveloping” (Note: the playing field is regularly assessed for 
safety by an independent inspector). 
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Recommendations: 

� Launch a Youth Club (Appx 1 A4) 

� Organise a Village Activity Day (Appx 1 A5) 

� Publish a new Bramford Directory (Appx 1 A6) 

� Improve delivery of the Community Newsletter (Appx 1 A12) 

� Utilise school buildings after school hours (Appx 1 A14) 

� Conduct an investigation into the possibility of a new build Community Centre (Appx 
2 B3) 

 

Traffic 

• The speed at which traffic travels through the village is a major concern and the danger to 
pedestrians, cyclists and others a major anxiety. The Street, Ship Lane, Bramford Road, Paper 
Mill Lane and Loraine Way are identified as being particularly hazardous; 

• A slight preference for speed restrictions rather than traffic calming schemes is expressed; 

• Pedestrian crossings in The Street and at Gables Corner are identified as possible needs; 

• There is a general belief that parked cars are causing congestion particularly in The Street and 
Ship Lane. Available parking for patrons of the Angel is felt to be inadequate and the British 
Legion non-existent. The result is causing a great deal of inconvenience for residents; 

• The delivery and collection of school children in Duckamere is identified as a specific cause of 
congestion in Fitzgerald Road and Loraine Way; 

• Concern was voiced at the possible loss of the car park in Gippingstone Road; 

• A bicycle/foot way to link Bramford with Claydon is a popular suggestion; 

• The bus services are generally held to be reasonable. Among the comments were: - requests 
for services along Paper Mill Lane, to Ipswich Station, Needham Market and Stowmarket; 

• Road maintenance is an issue with a number of places identified as being in poor condition; 

• Road noise from the A14 is intrusive for a number of people; 

• Hedges and verges, some private and some public are thought to require more thorough 
attention. 

 

Recommendations: 

� Undertake a traffic survey (Appx 2 B1) 

� Improve pedestrian crossing safety in The Street (Appx 1 A3) 

� Develop a long term Traffic Plan for Bramford (Appx 2 B2) 

� Build a cycle path between Bramford and Claydon (Appx 1 A9) 

� Transfer ownership of the Gippingstone Road car park to the Parish (Appx 1 A10) 

� Request bus routing to include Paper Mill Lane (Appx 1 A20) 
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Housing 

• 82% of Bramford’s houses are owner occupied, the local authority or housing associations let a 
further 10% of homes and the remainder are principally private rentals; 

• One in three dwellings are bungalows, semi detached are the next largest group followed by 
detached houses. 

• A quarter of the homes in Bramford were built before 1939 and a third in the 1950’s and ‘60’s. 
Housing development in the village has significantly reduced since the 1970’s; 

• 39 households indicated that they need alternative accommodation, half for the entire family 
and half for their children or parents. The majority require local authority or housing association 
homes citing high house prices and a general housing shortage as the factors that are 
preventing them moving; 

• 28% of the respondents feel that Bramford could absorb more housing although 52% believe 
this should be limited to the conversion of existing and redundant buildings. 27% want only 
single property development and 21% support expansion at the village edge; 

• The largest demand is massively for young single and small family homes. This demand it is felt 
would be best satisfied by semi detached houses (26%), bungalows (16%) with some support 
for terraced and detached houses and cottages; 

• 82% believe that Bramford should have a conservation area. 71% felt that 2000 years of history 
is a significant influence on the village’s character and general environment indicating that 
proper regard should be given to vernacular styles of design. 

 

Recommendations: 

� Adopt the Village Design Statement when considering planning applications (Appx 2 
& Appx 3) 

� Encourage the conversion of existing and redundant buildings, the use of infill and 
brownfield sites before developing beyond the existing settlement boundaries 

� Support a small development of low price or affordable housing provided it meets the 
design criteria set out in the Village Design Statement (Appx 3) 

� Appoint a Conservation Officer (Appx 1 A17) 

 

Education 

• 86% of respondents are unaware of any adult learning opportunities in Bramford; 

• 40% would be interested in further educational facilities in the village; 

• Added comments show that a shortage of places at Bramford School is an issue with 
community implications. 

 

Recommendations: 

� Publish a new Bramford Directory (Appx 1 A6) 

� Utilise school buildings after school hours (Appx 1 A14) 

 



Bramford Parish Plan 

Bramford Parish Plan June 2005 Version 1.0 (text) Page 6 20 June 2005 
 

Health 
• 10% of respondents (120 people) have problems getting to medical facilities. 

• The idea of a G.P. in the village is supported by nearly 83% and virtually half the respondents 
think the village would benefit from a health centre providing a baby clinic, optician, dentist, 
chiropodist etc. 

• Useful suggestions among the comments include combining a health centre with a new 
community centre and setting up a voluntary car pool to assist those needing transport to 
medical facilities.  

 

Recommendations: 

� Conduct a Feasibility Study into the provision of Health Services in the village (Appx 
2 B4) 

� Organise a Voluntary Car Pool (Appx 1 A19) 

 

Security 
• There are currently two active Neighbourhood Watch schemes in the village. About one third of 

the people responding indicated that they are interested in joining a scheme; 

• A substantial number of people have expressed a desire for a village policeman capable of 
providing a more visible presence in the community. 

 

Recommendations: 

� Promote membership of Neighbourhood Watch Schemes 

� Notify Suffolk Constabulary of the strength of feeling for an increased police 
presence 

� Set up a Bramford Security Liaison Group (Appx 1 A11) 

 

Business 

• There is a general consensus that the number of retail premises in the village is about right. A 
few people indicate support for additional specialist shops i.e. bakery, butcher and 
greengrocery. Services such as a veterinary surgery are also suggested; 

• The majority of business people in Bramford (68%) would like more contact with similarly 
involved people in the village. 

 

Recommendations: 

� Establish a Business Mutual Interest Group (Appx 1 A13) 

� Conduct a review of small businesses and small business opportunities in Bramford 
(Appx 2 B6) 

 

Local Government 
The group of questions covering Local Government attracted quite a high proportion of ‘don’t 
know’ responses. This appears at first sight to show a low level of interest in the subject. 
However, many of the written comments are targeted critically at the costs and standards of 
services provided to the village by Mid-Suffolk District and Suffolk County Councils. This topic 
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has attracted some of the strongest comments suggesting that there is a significant level of 
discontent with Local Government. 

• The majority of people do not think enough publicity is given to planning applications; 

• Around half of the respondents who voiced an opinion consider that the parish council 
publicises its decisions and activities well; 

• Moving from weekly to fortnightly collection of non-recyclable waste is seen as a retrograde 
step; 

• Street cleaning and weed clearing are not considered to be frequent enough; 

• Although the survey results show that only around one in four people are dissatisfied with the 
way money is spent, there are a number of passionate comments criticising Councils for raising 
taxes at levels outstripping inflation; 

• At a local level the village is generally content that Parish Council representatives are aware of 
local concerns and feelings. On the other hand, this contentment rapidly evaporates as less 
than 2% of the residents feel that District or County Councillors are fully aware of local issues. 

 

Recommendations: 

� Improve awareness of Parish Council and its activities (Appx 1 A16) 

� Develop better liaison between the Parish Council and others (IBC, neighbouring 
parishes etc.) (Appx 2 B5) 

� Organise a Village Activity Day (Appx 1 A5) 

 

Youth Questionnaire 

• There is some disquiet about a few small areas of Bramford as places children would be 
nervous to go. The River Gipping is mentioned both as a splendid place and as somewhere that 
bullying and excessive peer pressure might occur; 

• Social provision outside the home for children and teenagers is believed to be the single most 
important need that is currently not catered for in Bramford. 

 

Recommendations: 

� Set up a Bramford Security Liaison Group (Appx 1 A11) 

� Launch a Youth Club (Appx 1 A4) 

 

WHAT NEXT? 
The Steering Group’s responsibilities end with the adoption of this Parish Plan. To make sure that 
the Plan continues to the delivery stage the Steering Group highly recommends that an Action 
Group be formed to carry on the work.  

The responsibilities of the Action Group will be to review the Plan, make changes as appropriate, 
and initiate projects. The Action Group will not necessarily run the projects themselves; Appendix 1 
suggests who should take lead responsibility. The Action Group should consist primarily of, and be 
led by, residents of the village. The membership should also include two parish Councillors to 
provide liaison with the Parish Council and be responsible for involving the appropriate authorities 
(see Project A1, Appendix 1).  
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A1. Set up a Parish Plan 
Guardianship Team (the 
Action Group) to 
advance the planned 
Projects into active 
status. 

Request for volunteers from the village with an aim to 
appointing at least two residential members, plus appoint 
two Parish Councillors to the team. The team is to meet 
at least every six months with responsibilities to conduct 
or delegate Feasibility Studies and initiate projects. 

High Parish Council, 
volunteers 

Immediate Parish Council Volunteers will be 
required. Costs 
should not exceed 
the value of any 
expenses incurred 
(minimal). 

A2. Endorse the Village 
Design Statement. 

Adopt the Village Design Statement (Appx 3) and employ 
it for Planning Activities. 

High Parish Council Immediate Parish Council None 

A3. Improve pedestrian 
road crossing facilities in 
the village. 

Following Traffic Survey and recommendations from 
Suffolk CC (see below) undertake emplacement of 
pedestrian road crossing assistance. May take the form of 
Zebra Crossing and/or Lollipop person and/or road layout 
improvements. 

High Suffolk CC, Suffolk 
Police, Parish 
Council 

Immediately 
following receipt of 
Traffic Survey 
results and 
recommendations 
from Suffolk CC. 

Parish Council Depends on 
solution. Manual 
assistance will 
require locally 
funded resourcing. 
Zebra Crossing 
could be high cost 
but will be funded 
by Suffolk CC. 

A4. Launch a Youth 
Club.  

Contact Suffolk CC for advice, guidance and assistance. 
Consult the Parish council to discuss suitable premises. 
Appeal for volunteers. Investigate costs and recommend 
fees. Investigate and recommend options for alternatives, 
e.g. Youth meeting place. 

High Parish Council, 
Suffolk CC, 
volunteers, 
commercial 
sponsors 

To start by the end 
of Summer 2005 
with a view to 
launch by mid-
2006. 

Action Group 
initially 

Volunteers will be 
required. Suitable 
premises will need 
to be provided. 
Expected to be 
self-funding 

A5. Organise a Village 
Activity Day (“The 
Bramford Show”). 

Appoint a committee to invite local businesses, sports 
and social clubs, village groups, Parish, District and 
County Council Representatives (for Local Government 
awareness), Neighbourhood Watch, etc. to represent 
themselves in a one-day riverside event. The objectives 
are to advertise what is available in Bramford and offer 
information about local facilities.  

High Parish Council, 
Mid Suffolk DC, 
Suffolk CC, Suffolk 
Police, Local 
Businesses, Local 
Organisations, 
Bramford School, 
commercial 
sponsors. 

Summer 2006 Activity Day 
Committee 

Low cost. 
Organisers to 
investigate raising 
revenue for 
expenditure items. 
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A6. Publish a Bramford 
Directory of local 
businesses and 
organisations, including 
Sports and Social clubs, 
educational opportunities 
etc. 

Approach local organisations for up to date contact 
details. Consider suitability of low cost publication (update 
Bramford Web Site, publishing in the Community 
Newsletter, publishing and distributing an information 
leaflet). Information could be obtained as part of the 
organisation of the Activity Day (A5. Above). 
Consideration also needs to be given to updating the 
directory on a regular basis, and the possibility of 
advertising revenue. 

Medium Parish Council, 
Mid Suffolk DC, 
Suffolk CC, Suffolk 
Police, Local 
Businesses, Local 
Organisations. 

Long term.  Action Group Low cost. Could be 
zero net cost 
depending on 
publishing channel 
and advertising 
revenue. 

A7. Conduct an anti-litter 
campaign. 

Organise a litter awareness and education campaign. 
Involve Bramford School in poster design. Publicise by 
poster and articles in the Community Newsletter. 

Medium Parish Council, 
Bramford School. 

Could be 
accomplished in 
short timescales 
and at any time.  

Action Group Low cost. Could 
require manpower 
if it develops into a 
hands-on project 
such as a litter pick 
day. 

A8. Organise a Village 
Centre Redesign 
competition. 

Organise a small competition (different age groups) to 
redesign the village centre to accommodate visual and 
safety improvements. The results can be used as input to 
any redesign work resulting from pedestrian crossing 
improvement project (A3. Above) 

Medium Parish Council, 
MSDC, Suffolk 
CC, Suffolk police, 
Bramford School. 

Could be 
accomplished in 
short timescales 
and at any time 
before finalising 
the pedestrian 
crossing 
improvement 
project (3. Above) 

Parish Council Low cost (prizes).  

A9. Build a cycle path 
between Bramford and 
Claydon. 

Consult MSDC and Suffolk CC to start the process and 
obtain prioritisation with a view to scheduling the work. 
Also consider options for extending to Sproughton. 

Medium Parish Council, 
Mid Suffolk DC, 
Suffolk CC 

Long Term Parish Council High cost. Will 
require 
considerable 
County Council 
resources. 

A10. Purchase 
Gippingstone Road 
Public Car Park. 

Complete transactions to transfer ownership of car park 
to the Parish. Also consider other car parking needs and 
options in the village. 

Medium MSDC, Parish 
Council 

Short Term. 
Expect completion 
by Summer 2005 

Parish Council Will require local 
funding. Costs 
unknown at this 
stage. 
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A11. Set up a Bramford 
Security Liaison Group. 

Request volunteers to organise themselves into a Group 
to collate and report on security issues and seek help and 
guidance where necessary. 

Low Parish Council,  
Mid Suffolk Crime 
Reduction 
Partnership, 
Suffolk Police, 
Neighbourhood 
Watch Teams. 

Medium Term.  Parish Council Reliant on 
volunteers 

A12. Improve delivery of 
Community Newsletter. 

Contact the publishers of the Community Newsletter to 
discuss comments received from the Parish Plan 
Questionnaire and options for enhancing its status in the 
community. Investigate and implement improvements to 
the delivery process. 

Low Parish Council, 
Publishers 

Short term. Can be 
started 
immediately. 

Action Group None 

A13. Establish a 
Business Mutual Interest 
Group. 

Determine objectives and set terms of reference. 
Interview local businesses to determine needs. 
Investigate options for collating and dispersing 
information. Feed back and get agreement to solution 
from businesses. Implement. 

Low Local businesses  Medium Term. 
Initial interviews 
can start quickly. 
Implementing a 
solution will be 
long term. 

Action Group 
initially, then self 
managing. 

Implementation 
costs unknown at 
this stage. Expect 
to be self-funding 
or voluntary. Initial 
human resource 
requirement will be 
heavy. 

A14. Utilise Bramford 
School buildings for 
sporting and/or 
educational activities out 
of school hours. 

Discuss with the school authorities opportunities that may 
exist for using the School for one-off and/or regular 
activities. Investigate the costs and issues and produce a 
plan including resourcing out of hours activities. 

Low Local Education 
Authority, 
Bramford School. 

Initial discussion 
can start 
immediately.  

Action Group 
initially then LEA 

Self Funding.  

A15. Recommend 
planting of tree screen to 
reduce impact of the 
Agilent building on the 
village horizon. 

Investigate options for tree planting. Calculate costs and 
recommend site, tree species and contractor. 

Low Parish Council, 
Tree Warden 

Initial investigation 
can start as soon 
as resources are 
available. 

Action Group Minimal costs for 
recommendation. 
Implementation will 
be subject to 
funding.  
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A16. Recommend steps 
to improve awareness of 
Parish Council and its 
activities. 

Draft a report recommending options to improve 
residents’ knowledge of the Parish Council and its 
operation. Could include publishing photos, increasing 
publicity, involving younger members of the community 
etc. 

Low Parish Council When resources 
are available. 

Action Group Report will be at 
minimal cost. 
Implementation 
costs unknown. 

A17. Recommend the 
appointment of a 
voluntary Village 
Conservation Officer. 

Document the Terms of Reference for a Conservation 
Officer (i.e. identify the needs and responsibilities) and 
propose the appointment to the Parish Council. 

Low Parish Council Short Term Action Group None 

A18. Erect “Welcome to 
Bramford” roadside 
signs. 

Determine location and design. Secure funding. Schedule 
work. 

Low Suffolk CC, Parish 
Council. 

Short Term 
(depending on 
fund availability) 

Action Group Costs need to be 
identified and 
secured. 

A19. Organise a 
voluntary car pool. 

Advertise for volunteers to a) organise travel 
requirements and transport availability, b) provide 
transport 

Low Volunteers Medium term. Action Group 
(initially), 
Volunteers once 
up and running. 

Minimal 

A20. Request bus routing 
along Paper Mill Lane. 

Consult with local public transport authorities. Discuss 
changes to timetabling and routing to include Paper Mill 
Lane in some bus routes (without reducing the service to 
the rest of the village). 

Low Public Transport 
organisations 

Medium to Long 
Term 

Action Group None 

A21. Set up a Credit 
Union. 

Contact the Ipswich Credit Union branch and request help 
in offering savings and loan facilities in Bramford. 

Low Ipswich Credit 
Union 

Short Term Action Group 
initially, then self 
managing 

None 

A22. Set up a Time 
Bank. 

Advertise for volunteers to a) organise a list of volunteers, 
availability and requirements, and b) run the Time Bank 
on a daily basis. 

Low Volunteers Medium Action Group 
initially, then self 
managing 

None 
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B1. Review of traffic 
issues including 
speeding through the 
village, abuse of weight 
restrictions, parking in 
The Street and school 
drop-off and pick up. 

Initial meeting with Suffolk CC requesting traffic survey to 
quantify issues and obtain recommendations for road 
system alterations. Study to cover the following known 
issues: 

• Pedestrian Crossing for The Street 
• Parking in The Street 
• School pick up and drop off (Duckamere, 

Fitzgerald Road, Loraine Way) 
• Speeding 

 

High  

(to meet 
Project 3. 
above) 

Parish, district and 
county councils, 
Suffolk 
Constabulary. 

Urgent - required 
to determine 
details of project 3 
above. 

Parish Chairman 
to organise initial 
meeting. Action 
Group to continue. 

Long term 
implications 
unknown at this 
stage (dependent 
on outcome of 
initial survey). 

B2. Create a Long Term 
Traffic Plan. 

Following the traffic survey and recommendations above 
determine a long-term plan for traffic management within 
the village. 

Medium Parish, district and 
county councils. 

Medium term. Parish Council Unknown at this 
stage 

B3. Conduct an 
investigation into the 
possibility of a new build 
Community Centre. 

Undertake a study to understand the implications of 
building a new Community Centre, including: 

• Opportunities for new facilities for the village 
• Implications of closing/selling existing assets 
• Site for the Community Centre 
• Sources of funding 
• Inclusion of requirements from B4 below 

Low Parish Council 
plus all existing 
local user 
organisations of 
public buildings in 
Bramford 

Long Term. Terms 
of Reference to be 
determined by end 
of 2005 

Action Group To consider private 
funding. 
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B4. Feasibility Study into 
provision of Health 
Services in the village. 

Consider options for provision of Health Services in the 
village, including: 

• Link with a potential Community Centre (see B3. 
above) 

• Level of need within the village 
• Alternative options 

Low Parish Council, 
Local Health 
Partnerships 

Long Term. Terms 
of Reference to be 
determined by end 
of 2005 

Action Group Long term 
implications 
unknown at this 
stage 

B5. Conduct study to 
develop better liaison 
between the Parish, 
District and other 
councils with regard to 
planning issues. 

Identify issues, develop an understanding of the current 
processes, including restrictions on Parish Councils, and 
identify any opportunities for improvement. Recommend 
improvements. 

Low Parish Council, MS 
District Council, 
Ipswich Borough 
Council, Suffolk 
CC and 
neighbouring 
parish councils. 

Medium term. Action Group Unknown at this 
stage 

B6. Review of Small 
Businesses in Bramford 

Approach the Suffolk Development Agency (SDA) to 
consider opportunities to improve business in Bramford. 
The SDA’s objectives are to : 

• Attract new business investment and re-
investment 

• Build a world class workforce in a learning county 
• Improve communications  
• Improve business performance  
• Strengthen the economy of the rural areas 

Low Parish Council, 
SDA 

Long Term Action Group Unknown at this 
stage 
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B R A M F O R D  V I L L A G E   
D E S I G N  S T A T E M E N T  
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This Village Design Statement describes the visual character and qualities of Bramford within its 
landscap e setting,  and discusses how to achieve the aims of p reserving,  regenerating or enhancing 
the distinctive features and character of the village.  
 
Bramford lies close to I p swich,  with easy  access to the A 1 4  trunk  road that link s the p ort of 
F elix stowe to C ambridge and the M idlands.   Bramford is comp aratively  well p rovided with services 
all of which mak es it attractive to p rosp ective develop ers.  
 
The siz e,  ap p earance and density  of any  new develop ment in Bramford will affect the character 
and ap p earance of the village,  and could change the interaction between shap es and sp aces,  
enclosure and op enness,  scale,  settlement p atterns,  and views into and out of the village,  and could 
affect local distinctiveness.  
 
Bramford’ s sp ecial landscap e and heritage,  the built environment and the housing,  all affect the 
ap p earance of the village.   This document contains recommendations for design standards,  which 
aim to ensure that any  new develop ment would be carried out in such a way  as to achieve harmony  
of buildings,  settlement and landscap e.   
 
A s well as the threat from residential develop ment,  there may  also be commercial,  agricultural or 
industrial develop ment in the village.   E ven small incremental changes by  householders can affect 
the street scene.    
 
A ny  change can be for better or for worse,  and is difficult if not imp ossible to reverse.  
W h a t  w e  d o  n o w  h a s  t o  b e  e i t h e r  e n d u r e d  o r  e n j o y e d  b y  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s ,   
and so this Design Statement is relevant to 
 
♦ every  householder and p rop erty  owner in the p arish  
♦ the L ocal P lanning A uthority  and its officers 
♦ the p roviders of local services and facilities 
♦ develop ers,  builders,  architects,  engineers,  designers 
♦ the P arish C ouncil and other local community  group s.  
 
The two guiding p rincip les of all the “ R ecommendations”  in this Village Design   
Statement are that:  - 
 
1 .  the landscap e,  settlement and buildings in Bramford should be in harmony  and ty p ical of a 

Suffolk  village in our century ;  
2 .  Bramford should not come to look  lik e a suburb of I p swich.   
 
The village is in three distinct p arts,  each with its own character:  - 
 
B r a m f o r d  v i l l a g e  c o r e  the oldest p art,  concealing newer residential develop ments;  
T h e  P a p e r  M i l l  L a n e  A r e a   mix ed residential,  agricultural and industrial;  
B r a m f o r d  T y e   a rural hamlet.  
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L A N D S C A P E  A N D  V I E W S  I N T O  A N D  O U T  O F  T H E  V I L L A G E    
 
L andscap e is often valued for its beauty ,  but even when it is not esp ecially  beautiful,  it is 
imp ortant as a p leasant environment,  and valuable as a habitat for wildlife.   Bramford’ s rural 
landscap e sets it ap art as a village,  sep arate and distinct from the nearby  town of I p swich.   The 
rural landscap e in Bramford p rovides p eop le with a sense of identity ,  well-being,  release and 
insp iration.   
 
1 .  The geograp hy  of the p arish is dominated by  the broad river valley  including the flood 

p lain and the watermeadows of the R iver G ip p ing.   A rable land rises to the west and east 
ex tremities.  

 
2 .  L ocal N ature R eserves and Sp ecial L andscap e A reas along the floodp lain of the river 

valley  p rovide a sense of op enness and unsp oilt nature along a wide stretch of land north 
to south within the village.  They  also form a habitat for p rotected sp ecies of flora and 
fauna.  

 
3 .  R ecy cling of the landscap e has created a water p ark  from reclaimed gravel p its,  resulting 

in an artificially  landscap ed northerly  ap p roach at the outsk irts of Bramford.   L oraine 
W ay ,  the B1 1 1 3 ,  obscures the view into the village from the north.  

 
4 .  F rom high ground on the east,  there are views over the settlement,  the river valley ,  and 

the fields bey ond.   These are also glimp sed fleetingly  from the A 1 4 ,  travelling south.  
 
5 .  F rom the river bridge,  the visual dominance of the river,  the C hurch and the historic 

buildings can be ap p reciated.  
 
6 .  The west of the main built-up  area is fenced or hedged with no view into the village,  

although the higher ground further west p rovides a p anorama of the village,  dominated by  
the C hurch,  with the southern edge of the village p artly  concealed by  mature native 
hedging.   A ncient woodlands to the far west mak e a significant contribution to the 
ap p earance and character of the landscap e outside the built-up  area,  and also contribute 
to the rural ambience and tranquil setting of Bramford Ty e.   

 
7 .  The south of the village has a close relationship  to op en country side.  Significant views 

into the village of Bramford can be enj oy ed from a well-used p ublic footp ath which 
crosses the south field diagonally .  

  
8 .  O p en fields sep arate Bramford from villages to the north,  west and south.   The closest 

village is Sp roughton,  half a mile to the south.  
 
9 .  The C ountry side Stewardship  A rea to the south of the village allows enj oy ment of the 

watermeadows,  hedges,  and church sp ire,  and the wide op en view into the village.   
 
1 0 .  Visually  I mp ortant O p en Sp aces of vary ing siz es and uneven sp acing p rovide a sense of 

sp ace within the village,  and give variation and relief to the built-up  areas.    
 
The village ambience of Bramford derives from the views into and out of the village,  the sense of 
enclosure by  trees and native hedgerows within and surrounding the village,  the rural setting,  the 
op en southerly  ap p roach,  the river flowing through the village,  the designated Visually  I mp ortant 
O p en Sp aces,  the C ounty  W ildlife Site,  the Sp ecial L andscap e A rea,  the L ocal N ature R eserve,  
and the ancient woodlands and the network  of footp aths which are hundreds of y ears old.  
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E C O L O G Y    
 
The P arish of Bramford consists of a range of ecologically  imp ortant habitats.   The northern 
meadows are a designated L ocal N ature R eserve,  and several sections of the R iver G ip p ing are of 
considerable conservation value.   The river valley  is a Sp ecial L andscap e A rea with hedgerows,  
dy k es and associated flora and fauna.   R egionally  imp ortant C ounty  W ildlife Sites and habitats 
include the ancient woods,  river,  graz ing marsh ,  meadows,  and the churchy ard.   P rotected 
sp ecies such as bats and great crested newts are found in Bramford,  as well as water voles,  
otters,  damselflies,  stag beetles,  slow worms,  and sk y lark s,  and there is a concentration and wide 
variety  of wild bird life in the hedgerows and meadows in the south of the village 
 
H E R I T A G E  A N D  H I S T O R Y  O F  L A N D  U S E    
 
Bramford is rich in archaeological sites,  with remains from the Bronz e A ge,  R oman,  A nglo- 
Sax on and medieval eras.   A  settlement grew up  in Bramford in p rehistoric times because of its 
location in the river valley ,  but it was the R omans who influenced the siz e and shap ing of the 
village by  constructing the R oman road ( now the B1 1 1 3 )  which sandwiches the main p art of the 
village between the road and the river.    
 
The village was wealthy  in Tudor times,  and locally  grown timber gave rise to the construction of 
the timber frame houses at the core of the ancient village centre remaining today .  C lay  was 
ex tracted locally  to p roduce brick s and tiles,  and lime was p roduced in Bramford for use in 
rendering and mortar.  F lint was found on the chalk  to the west of the village,  and was used in 
construction of the C hurch and some other buildings in the village.   Building materials used 
historically  in Bramford were available from the land.   The use of local materials p roduces a 
building that sits well in the landscap e. 
 
I n the last y ears of the twentieth century ,  the imp osition of an industrial/ office building 
overlook ing Bramford from high land within I p swich focussed concern on how the use of land 
could threaten the character and ap p earance of the village.  
 
T H E  B U I L T  E N V I R O N M E N T    
 
The built-up  area of Bramford is mainly  concentrated in the south east corner of the p arish,  and is 
a comp act settlement which develop ed from the linear p lan of The Street,  and sp read sideway s 
with 2 0 th century  develop ment.   I t is still constrained by  the B1 1 1 3  on the west and the R iver 
G ip p ing on the east.   O n the west bank  of the river,  the old core of the village runs north to south.   
Bramford also includes the smaller settlement in the P ap er M ill L ane area on the east bank  of the 
river,  and the hamlet of Bramford Ty e on the rising land to the west 
 
I n the centre of the village,  at the j unction of The Street and G ip p ingstone R oad,  there is a p oor 
quality  op en sp ace which offers significant op p ortunities for up grading.  
 
O n high land to the west of the village,  there is large electricity  substation with p y lons and 
overhead cables which dominate the sk y line and continue down the river valley .  
 
M ost of the agricultural buildings and scattered farms are located to the west of the main 
settlement,  across the B1 1 1 3  by p ass.   M ost of the industry  is to the north east near the A 1 4 ,  
including a fairly  well concealed landfill site.   There are two L isted former factories.  
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E X I S T I N G  H O U S I N G                                                 
 
Bramford is notable for its mix  of houses of different siz es,  ages and values,  on vary ing p lot siz es,  
catering for a range of family  siz es,  ages and incomes.  
 

The village has 1 0 5 0  houses,  most of which were built in the second half of the twentieth century ,  
when the village ex p anded rap idly .   The essential character of the village is defined by  the late 
M edieval and Victorian houses in the village core.   Twelve of the 2 3  medieval houses remain around 
The Street and the C hurch,  and there are 2 9  L isted houses in Bramford.  
 
The Street is a linear develop ment,  with most of the houses fronting the p avement.   R oof p itches 
are generally  steep ,  but varied,  as the frontages include Victorian terraced houses,  medieval one-
and-a half storey  buildings with dormer windows,  and a three-storey  p ublic house from about 1 8 0 0 .   
There are j ettied frontages,  large tall chimney s,  and only  a few gables facing The Street.   
R endered walls are p ainted in soft p ale or earth colours.   Black  p linths and matchboarded doors are 
unify ing features of the medieval and Victorian houses.   M ost of the older houses abut each other 
on The Street.  
 
M ost of the older houses,  including those on C hurch G reen and M ill L ane,  rely  on their beautiful 
p rop ortions,  their orientation and sp acing to p rovide a harmonious visual effect,  rather than rely ing 
on ornamental features.  Because of their p rop ortions,  these houses have a vertical emp hasis that 
draws the ey e up wards to ap p reciate the steep  roofs,  the roof shap es,  and the chimney s.  
 
The Victorian terraced houses established uniformity  and a modest scale with narrow frontages.  
 
By  contrast,  the estates built between the 1 9 6 0 s and 1 9 8 0 s have filled the shap e of the land 
allocations available to them,  p roducing a comp artmentalised effect.   The bungalows have a 
horiz ontal emp hasis in the rooflines,  p rop ortions,  and glaz ing,  which draws the ey e along rather 
than up wards.    
 

There are also several larger individual p rop erties standing in larger grounds,  some with more 
formal architecture,  which give relief to the generally  comp act lay out of the village.  
 

The newest develop ment at G ip p ingstone R oad avoids rigid lay outs and car domination,  and shows 
an ap p reciation of the visual imp ortance of sp aces between buildings,  orientation,  scale,  
comp atibility  with surroundings,  and k ey  design elements ap p rop riate to Bramford.   U nfortunately ,  
this effect has not been achieved with the H ousing A ssociation p rop erties on the same site,  which 
lack  a “ sense of p lace” .  
 

Two of the mid-to late 2 0 th century  develop ments incorp orate central greens that p rovide 
p unctuation and contrast to the housing,  as well as a reference to the country side bey ond the 
village boundaries.  
  

The P ap er M ill L ane area consists of group s of Victorian terraced houses and a p iecemeal 
develop ment of houses of vary ing siz es on land rising to the east.  
 

H ousing at Bramford Ty e consists mainly  of barns and farms,  with a few large individual houses.    
 

A way  from the built-up  area,  there are L isted farms,  scattered houses and agricultural dwellings.  
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T H E  V I L L A G E  R O A D S                                                  
 
The village is by p assed by  the B1 1 1 3  on the west.   The ap p roach from the north west is via 
winding,  hedge-lined roads.   The ap p roach from the north east is via a relatively  narrow road with 
a bottleneck  on P ap er M ill L ane,  leading to a straight stretch of road,  its width constrained by  
p ark ed cars.   F rom I p swich on the east,  the ap p roach road p asses below the stark  concrete bridge 
carry ing the A 1 4  and under a canop y  of trees,  then meets the access from P ap er M ill L ane and 
sweep s round under the hard angular form of the railway  bridge before revealing views of the 
river,  the C hurch,  and the old village houses.   A p p roaching Bramford from the by p ass on the 
south,  there is a contrasting and distinctive,  long op en view towards the village,  and this op enness 
gives the southern ap p roach a distinctively  p astoral ap p earance.   
 
The traffic flow in the village is restricted by  limited access to the by p ass to the west.   The 
residential roads feed into the main Street.  
 
A N T I C I P A T E D  I M P R O V E M E N T S  T O  T H E  V I L L A G E  
 
Bramford contains many  beautiful and historic buildings as well as some very  p leasant street 
scenes,  some incorp orating riverside views.   H owever,  because of the urban nature of the p avings 
and street lighting and p ark ing arrangements,  the ey e is not drawn to these characteristics of the 
village,  and the unsy mp athetic urban sty le of the street furniture p ositively  detracts from the 
village setting.   W e have a duty  to future generations to ensure that the character of the village 
is not lost.    
 
I f the sp ecial characteristics were emp hasised by  environmental imp rovements,  this would reveal 
the best p arts of the village.  These imp rovements would include traffic management,  p ark ing 
arrangements,  landscap ing,  up grading of buildings,  better design and siting of signs and lighting,  
the choice of ap p rop riate road surfacing materials,  the use of well designed street furniture and 
the removal of overhead cables.  
  
C onservation A rea status is anticip ated for p arts of The Street and Ship  L ane,  M ill L ane,  and 
C hurch G reen and Vicarage L ane.  This status should bring environmental imp rovements including 
better street lighting and higher quality  p avings in The Street.   A  meeting or resting area for 
villagers could be formed by  installing seats and imp roving p avings in the two large tarmac areas on 
The Street,  near the C o-op  and the fish shop .  O n p age 3 3 ,  there is an imp ression of how the area 
could be imp roved.      
 
The anticip ated C onservation A rea includes C hurch G reen and M ill L ane and p art of Ship  L ane.  The 
country side area within the village could also be made into a more attractive feature,  enhancing 
the village identity .    The ap p roach to the riverside area,  with its p icnic site and walk s,  could be 
imp roved by  refurbishing the bridge wall and installing imp roved balustrading and p leasant street 
lighting at the bridge,  rep ainting tubular metal fencing near the railway  bridge,  and rep airing 
brok en timber fencing.  
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T R A D I T I O N A L  V I L L A G E  F E A T U R E S  I N  B R A M F O R D               

 
C ertain individual buildings and group s of buildings in Bramford have a “ village feel” .   
The building features which form the village architecture can be p reserved if owners come to 
ap p reciate their visual value,  which could be enhanced by  ex p enditure on environmental 
imp rovements.   The relevance of the features to the distinctiveness of Bramford can be enhanced 
if they  are selectively  rep licated in new develop ments in order to p rovide a more cohesive village 
sty le and avoid urban sp rawl,  creep ing suburbanisation,  or anony mous sty les that do not distinguish 
Bramford as a Suffolk  village.    
 
Bramford shows traditional Suffolk  village features and also some sp ecial distinctive features of 
its own.  
             

N E W  H O U S I N G  D E V E L O P M E N T                                    

 
I f Bramford has to accep t new housing,  this will inevitably  have an imp act on the character and 
ap p earance of the village.   Declared G overnment p olicies indicate that suitable brownfield sites will 
be considered first for housing,  then emp ty  homes and conversions,  then new sites within the 
Settlement Boundary ,  then new sites outside the Settlement Boundary .  Bramford’ s infrastructure 
is limited,  and any  large develop ment in Bramford would require infrastructure imp rovements.  
 
The trend is for smaller dwellings to suit smaller households,  but p rovision for p ark ing will affect 
the lay out and ap p earance of develop ments.   O p en sp aces may  help  to balance the effect.    
 
A ffordable H ousing disp ersed within mix ed develop ments would p roduce variety  rather than 
uniformity .    
 
Density  in villages will be varied according to the location in the village,  and this will affect how the 
develop ment sits in the landscap e 
 
M aj or housing or leisure develop ments outside Bramford,  and the earthwork s at the Bramford 
W ater P ark ,  may  ex acerbate the risk  of flooding in Bramford,  with an imp act on the landscap e of 
Bramford.  
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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S    
 
L A N D S C A P E  
E very  p rop osal that requires P lanning P ermission must seek  to ensure that the essential character 
of the landscap e of Bramford is retained and that any  develop ment should enhance the village for 
future generations.  
 

To p reserve visual amenity ,  the landscap e and the distinctiveness and sep aration of Bramford,  
future develop ment should resp ect and not comp romise:  - 
♦ the views into and out of the village ( see p lan on p age 2 0 )  
♦ the sense of enclosure that derives from the trees and hedgerows within and surrounding the 

village 
♦ the rural setting – p articularly  where this is designated Visually  I mp ortant O p en Sp ace or a 

Sp ecial L andscap e A rea 
♦ the soft boundary  between the settlement and ex isting agricultural land.  
 

Develop ment p rop osals should aim to enhance their setting through:  - 
♦ the use of native sp ecies in ap p rop riate p lanting schemes 
♦ the incorp oration of suitable boundary  treatments such as native hedging 
♦ imp rovements to the local ecology  ( see p age 2 2  and below) .  
 

To imp rove the local ecology ,  individual landowners and develop ers are encouraged to seek  advice 
from M SDC  on how to attract wildlife onto land and how to p rotect ex isting habitats and sp ecies.   
This can be achieved by  creating p onds,  grassland and woodland connected by  mature hedges and 
ditches and native trees.   The Suffolk  Biological R ecords C entre should also be consulted,  as it 
holds information on p rotected sp ecies in Bramford.  
 

The rural ambience and character of Bramford Ty e should be p rotected from intrusive 
develop ment 
                              
N E W  D W E L L I N G S   
 
To redress the balance in favour of good design in the village:  - 
♦ designers should give careful consideration to the “ Suffolk  Design G uide F or R esidential 

A reas” ,  where detailed guidance on design is grap hically  illustrated and ex p lained 
♦ develop ers may  be required to p roduce a Design Statement showing how they  have comp lied 

with the requirements of the Suffolk  Design G uide.   
 
To p romote the village identity  and avoid Bramford coming to look  lik e a suburb of I p swich:  - 
♦ there should not be reliance on standard house ty p es or materials that do not reflect the 

traditional buildings of M id Suffolk .  
 
To p roduce buildings which enhance the village:  - 
♦ develop ers should use high quality  imaginative and sy mp athetic designs,  resp ecting and 

rep roducing the p rop ortions of traditional village architecture 
♦ develop ers should not rely  on p astiche or the incorp oration or addition of inap p rop riate 

architectural features in an attemp t to achieve character or individuality .  
 
To achieve harmony  with the traditional buildings in the village:  - 
♦ designers should rep roduce the p rop ortions,  the variations in building shap es ( simp le 

rectangular forms ex tended by  side or rear wings) ,  the vary ing roof formations,  p itches and 
heights,  and the ty p ical building details to be observed in the traditional village architecture 
of Bramford.  

 
To achieve the aim of Bramford look ing lik e a ty p ical Suffolk  village:  - 
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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S   ( c o n t ’ d )  
 
♦ ex ternal facing and roofing materials should be of a high quality  and resp ect the vernacular 

ty p es of materials that p revail within the village.  L arge chimney s,  clay  tiles ( p lain or p antiles)  
with steep  roof p itches,  and colourwashed rendered walls in colours traditional to M id Suffolk  
are ty p ical features of the village architecture,  as are black  p ainted p linths 

♦ these traditional features p roduce a visual effect which is p referable to the hard,  angular 
effect and brighter colour of massed brick work .  

 
To achieve a “ sense of p lace” ,  with the landscap e,  settlement and buildings in harmony :  - 
♦ house designs should be based on an understanding of each site in Bramford and its 

surroundings 
♦ new buildings should be envisaged as p art of the village scene and not as shap es drawn on an 

ex tract of a map .  
 
To mak e effective use of sp ace and to assimilate new buildings in the village:  - 
♦ the relationship s between buildings and the use of sp aces between the buildings are to be 

carefully  considered 
♦ designs should incorp orate an ever changing p attern of  small and large sp aces,  enclosure and 

op enness,  colours and tex tures of materials,  p lay  of light and shade,  ex tent of p lanting,  and 
siz e and sp acing of buildings,  which will p roduce character and ambience.   

 
To avoid p roblems of unneighbourly ,  dominant,  subservient and inharmonious design:  - 
♦ the scale of new buildings should be j udged against ex isting buildings and the sp ace around 

them 
♦ designs should comp lement the surrounding buildings.  
 
To balance the density  of develop ments:  - 
♦ p rop osals for p redominantly  small dwellings should incorp orate comp ensatory  op en sp ace such 

as landscap ed squares or greens.  
 
To avoid a regimented urban ap p earance:  - 
♦ p ark ing arrangements should be unobtrusive,  and lay outs of develop ments should not be car-

dominated.   W ell designed garages should be used to p rovide relief to two storey  massing and 
to the roofscap e,  but should not overshadow the house 

♦ car p ark ing facilities on new develop ments must be adequate for modern needs.  
 
To enhance the village identity  and imp rove driver behaviour and p edestrian safety :  - 
♦ the design and selection of materials for any  new E x ternal W ork s should avoid using p avings,  

road signs,  lamp  standards or p lanting schemes more suitable for an urban location.  
 
To p rotect visual amenities of the village and residential amenity :  - 
♦ p rivate security  lighting and street lighting for new develop ments,  or for newly  designated 

C onservation A reas,  should be of an ap p rop riate sty le for a village,  avoiding light p ollution.  
 
To p reserve Bramford’ s environment and visual amenity :  - 
♦ new develop ments must give high p riority  to landscap e design,  incorp orating wherever p ossible 

the use of native sp ecies of trees and other p lanting   
♦ landscap ing of rear boundaries facing the country side is esp ecially  imp ortant as it is 

necessary  to ensure that ex isting and new develop ment sits well in its landscap e setting  
♦ mature hedging is p referable to fencing in p rox imity  to op en country side,  as hedging maintains 

the sense of the village merging into farmland  
♦ landscap ing schemes must be fully  imp lemented before the site is handed over.  
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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S   ( c o n t ’ d )  
 
To p reserve visual and residential amenity ,  and p romote sustainability :  - 
♦ A ffordable H ousing develop ments must be subj ect to ex actly  the same requirements  

for design and landscap ing as will ap p ly  to p rivate housing develop ments.  
 
To p reserve and p romote interest in the village heritage:  -  
♦ the character of the L isted buildings and their settings in the village should be p rotected 

p articularly  from insensitive new develop ment,  in accordance with the p olicies of the M id 
Suffolk  L ocal P lan.  

 
To p reserve the archaeological heritage of Bramford:  - 
♦ all reasonable efforts should be made to retain its many  archaeological sites for future 

generations.  I nformation is held by  the C ounty  A rchaeological U nit,  to whom all enquiries 
should be addressed,  as the location of the sites is constantly  reviewed and up dated by  them.   
The desirability  of p reserving sites will be a material consideration for M SDC  in deciding 
whether to grant P lanning P ermission.   Develop ment on archaeological sites is very  lik ely  to 
entail delay s and additional costs,  which are to be borne entirely  by  the develop er.  Develop ers 
may  be required at their own cost to p reserve archaeological remains on site or ex cavate and 
record them in accordance with a legally  binding agreement.  

 
E X I S T I N G  D O M E S T I C  B U I L D I N G S : A L T E R A T I O N S ,  E X T E N S I O N S  A N D  M A I N T E N A N C E   
 
T h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  “ P l a n n i n g  – a  g u i d e  f o r  h o u s e h o l d e r s ”  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  M i d  S u f f o l k  D i s t r i c t  C o u n c i l .   
H o u s e h o l d e r s  a n d  b u i l d e r s  a r e  a d v i s e d  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  d o c u m e n t  w h e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  f u t u r e  
m a i n t e n a n c e ,  a l t e r a t i o n  a n d  e x t e n s i o n  w o r k s .  T h e  C o u n c i l  c a n  a d v i s e  o n  P l a n n i n g ,  L i s t e d  b u i l d i n g s ,  
b u i l d i n g s  i n  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A r e a s ,  T r e e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  O r d e r s ,  w i l d l i f e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  B u i l d i n g  
R e g u l a t i o n s .   
 
D o o r s  a n d  w i n d o w s :  they  form the “ face”  of a building,  and can mak e a house look  p leasant and 
well-balanced or odd and ugly .  A  certain p rop ortion of the window area must be op enable in 
relation to the floor area of the room.  The most p leasing p rop ortions for windows are achieved by  
dividing window p anes into equal siz es.  W indow sty les should not be mix ed on one elevation of a 
house.  The ap p earance and sty le of rep lacement doors should be in k eep ing with the p rop ortions,  
age and architectural sty le of the house,  and in k eep ing with the immediate neighbourhood.  
 
P o r c h e s : the addition of a p orch can enhance or ruin the look  of a p rop erty .    F lat roofs can give 
criminals access to up p er windows.   A  simp le gabled or lean-to roof sup p orted on shap ed brack ets 
can look  satisfactory ,  but fully  enclosed p orches need p articular care so that they  do not become 
over-obtrusive or out of scale with other elements of the faç ade.  
 
E x t e n s i o n s : these should be in k eep ing with the siz e,  design and materials of the ex isting dwelling,  
and in scale with nearby  p rop erties.   F lat roofs are unattractive and require frequent renewal of 
roof coverings.  E x tensions should be subservient and resp ect the p rop ortions of the original 
p rop erty ,  p articularly  in terms of their siz e,  siting and outline.  
 
C o n s e r v a t o r i e s :  the sty le and p rop ortions should resp ect the sty le and p rop ortions of the house,  
and consideration should be given to the amount of garden sp ace that will be lost.  
 
Fr o n t  b o u n d a r i e s : the treatment of front boundaries dep ends on the ty p e of p rop erty .   There 
may  be covenants p rohibiting front boundary  walls,  fences and hedges on op en p lan estates.  Trees 
can overshadow bungalows and small front gardens.   I n the longer-established p arts of Bramford,  
brick  boundary  walls are a common feature,  and are attractive if maintained.  N ative sp ecies 
hedges p rovide a softer effect than walls,  and they  can enhance the village identity  and are very  
valuable in encouraging wildlife,  but require maintenance.   
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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S   ( c o n t ’ d )  
 
R e a r  a n d  s i d e  b o u n d a r i e s : there is a height limit generally  in force for fences and walls.   N ative 
sp ecies hedges are p referable to conifers,  which can soon grow out of control,  look  op p ressive and 
alien in our landscap e,  cast long shadows,  and annoy  the neighbours.  
 
P a r k i n g ,  d r i v e s  a n d  h a r d s t a n d i n g s : the village estates were laid out in anticip ation of relatively  
few cars p er household,  and now ap p ear car-dominated.   Vehicles are now p ark ed on driveway s,  
roads,  footp aths,  and on front gardens and grass verges.   I f gardens are to be p aved to allow for 
additional p ark ing,  it is advantageous to use gravel,  brick  or block  p aviours,  granite setts or a 
combination,  as they  allow rainwater to seep  into the ground,  reducing surface water flooding.   
They  also allow for easy  rep air and varied arrangements and designs.   These advantages do not 
ap p ly  to imp rinted in-situ concrete p aving or tarmac.  
 
T o  r e t a i n  a n d  e n h a n c e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e : ex isting buildings should be maintained as 
far as is p racticable using original or sy mp athetic materials.   H owever,  P VC u is an accep table 
alternative material to wood for rep lacement windows for buildings which are neither L isted nor in 
a C onservation A rea 
 
B r i c k w o r k : any  rep ointing should be carried out with an ap p rop riate p rofile,  tex ture and mortar.   
This is p articularly  imp ortant for the Victorian terraced houses.   Black  p ainted p linths are a 
strong feature in the traditional domestic architecture of Bramford.   C ladding is to be avoided.  
 
P a i n t  c o l o u r s : should be muted rather than bright on the rendered walls and woodwork  of L isted 
buildings and buildings in a C onservation A rea.  
 
C O M M E R C I A L ,  A G R I C U L T U R A L  A N D  I N D U S T R I A L  B U I L D I N G S    
 
I n the interests of economic health of the village:  - 
♦ small scale enterp rises ( of a commercial,  agricultural/ horticultural or light industrial nature)  

may  be welcomed if in a suitable location and p rovided that they  do not detract from the rural 
ap p earance and character of their surroundings.   

♦ R edundant agricultural buildings in a sound condition p rovide scop e to locate businesses within 
the village.    

♦ C onversion to business uses which do not adversely  affect visual amenity ,  may  be sup p orted.    
♦ W ork ing from home is favoured as a sustainable form of emp loy ment,  but the additional sp ace 

required may  imp act on house design.  
♦ I f new commercial,  agricultural or industrial buildings are constructed,  or ex isting buildings 

are converted to these uses,  then in the interests of visual amenity ,  the following 
considerations are p aramount:  scale,  p rop ortion,  colour,  construction materials,  fencing,  
landscap ing,  and the p rovision of adequate sp ace around buildings.    

I n the interests of residential amenity :  - 
♦ op en storage and light p ollution are to be avoided.  
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O U R  V I S I O N  O F  W H A T  I S  I M P O R T A N T  T O  T H E  V I L L A G E   
 
The following views were ex p ressed by  the residents of Bramford in the P ublic M eeting relating to 
the P arish P lan in M arch 2 0 0 3 .  
 
T h e s e  p o s i t i v e  c o m m e n t s  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t : 
The country side is easily  accessible,  and the footp aths,  river walk s and recreation areas are 
ap p reciated by  many .  
The wide variety  of recreation facilities,  which are free of charge,  allow p eop le to ap p reciate the 
traditional features of the country side.  
Bramford is self-contained,  safe,  friendly  and unsp oilt.   
P rop erties are generally  well maintained.  
The industrial areas are mainly  out of sight.  
There is a lot of history  in the village .  
The village is viable as it can house a variety  of family  siz es on range of incomes.   
Bramford is a village on the edge of country side but has convenient access to town.  
G ood design features include wide verges and building around a central green.   
 
T h e s e  n e g a t i v e  c o m m e n t s  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t : 
The village is becoming comp artmentalised into different estates.  
There is no real village sty le in the housing because of the volume of 2 0 th century  construction.  
There is suburban uniformity ,  p articularly  with gardens,  renovations and new housing.  
There are ugly  ex tensions and inap p rop riate alterations to some houses.  
There is a general lack  of landscap ing of p ublic areas.  
There are some neglected areas of p ublic sp ace.  
Street lighting is urban and outdated.  
By p ass N urseries has been an ey esore for y ears.  
P lanning in I p swich has a total disregard for its effect on Bramford.  
 
T h e s e  a r e  s u g g e s t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  r e s i d e n t s : 
Better p romotion and management of the country side areas would lead to better ap p reciation of 
these facilities and features.   
C larify  the village identity .  
P rotect the village boundaries.  
I nstall wick et fences with Bramford signs at entry  to the village as at Sp roughton.  
The village streets should be humanised with trees and traffic calming.  
The area around the fish shop  and the C o-op  should be imp roved.  
There should be trees,  shrubs and a seat in the centre,  with the aim of giving a central focus to 
The Street.  
Varied p aving schemes would break  up  monotony  on The Street and could calm traffic.  
R ep aint or renew the railings at the bridge and railway  bridge.  
O verhead cables should be diverted underground.   
A p p reciation of the village heritage could be imp roved.  
Too much new develop ment would mak e Bramford seem lik e an ex tension of I p swich.  
W e are in danger of losing village identity  and should resist at all costs becoming p art of I p swich.  
Bramford residents are united in wanting to retain and enhance the village identity .  They  also enj oy  
the advantages of the op en country side and the p rox imity  to I p swich.  
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T H E  D O C U M E N T S  T H A T  F R A M E D  T H E  C O N T E N T S  O F  T H E  
B R A M F O R D  V I L L A G E  D E S I G N  S T A T E M E N T  
 

C e n t r a l  G o v e r n m e n t : 
Sustainable C ommunities:  Delivering through P lanning 
Sustainable C ommunities:  Building for the future 

 
E a s t  o f  E n g l a n d  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  C o n f e r e n c e : 

C onsultation on op tions leading to R egional P lanning G uidance for the E ast of E ngland 
 
M i d  S u f f o l k  D i s t r i c t  C o u n c i l : 

L ocal P lan 
I ssues R ep ort 
H ousing Strategy  2 0 0 2 / 3  and the future 
E mp ty  H omes Strategy  2 0 0 2 -2 0 0 5  
Draft Sup p lementary  P lanning G uidance:  A ffordable H omes 
Suffolk  Design G uide for R esidential A reas  

 
C o u n t r y s i d e  A g e n c y : 

Design in the C ountry side E x p eriments 
Design I nitiatives in the C ountry side 
Towards Tomorrow’ s C ountry side 
L iving in the C ountry side 
R ural Develop ment and Statutory  P lanning 
P lanning Tomorrow’ s C ountry side 
L andscap e C haracter A ssessment 


