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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

held Monday, 9 July 2007 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), C Wright, N Merriam, B Perks, J Formby, T Goodacre (Clerk)


A Stringer (MSDC), J Clover (SCC), T Brinkley (MSDC), W Evans-Hendrick (Orwell Housing Association (OHA)) and 14 members of the public

Apologies: 
Accepted from C Bales (Suffolk Constabulary)
1. Chairman’s Welcome: The Chairman opened the meeting, reminding the public that the Village Forum would be available for those who wished to speak.  Tracey Brinkley (MSDC) and Wendy Evans-Hendrick (OHA) were welcomed to the meeting with regard to Item 8.
2. Declaration of Interest: B Perks registered a personal interest in Item 9.2.1/2.
3. Minutes of Meeting held 18 June 2007: N Merriam proposed that the Minutes be approved, seconded by B Perks.  These were signed by the Chairman.

4. Village Forum: 

· Village of the Year Competition: J Homan announced that Wickham Skeith came third, and was awarded the Philip Watson Cup for most improved village.

· G Homan confirmed the position of himself and J Homan with regard to the Affordable Housing site; their intention being to assist in the provision of housing, giving villagers the opportunity of residing within Wickham Skeith.
· K Knights commented on the hedge/verge along Grange Road becoming worn down.  The Clerk advised that SCC have been made aware of the problems on this road: P Fougler (Inspector) has recently inspected the ditch in this area and will revisit to look at the loss of the kerbside.  
· K Knights queried the ownership of the Village Green due to the wear and tear being caused by a current development.  S Sparrow will speak to the developers and a reminder notice will be included in the Newsletter.

· The erection of a dividing hedge next to Pear Tree Cottage was questioned and whether permission had been granted.
5. Reports:

5.1. MSDC: A Stringer

· Local Development Framework: Wickham Skeith will now lose all settlement boundaries with Mendlesham becoming a Key Service Centre.  

· Bus Service: Following protest, a minibus service was offered as Cotton’s central bus service – the fight continues to improve this service.  
· Bin Contract Award: Mid Suffolk’s new joint waste contract has won an award for excellence.  An optional garden waste scheme is also to be piloted in the Stowmarket area.
5.2. SCC: J Clover

·  2006/7 Revenue and Capital Outturn for SCC – £5.4 m under spend (equating to 1.5%) as many departments under spent on their budgets.

5.3. Suffolk Constabulary: Chris Bales forwarded his report which introduced himself as Police Community Support Officer for the area of Mid Suffolk Central (full details will be included in the next Newsletter)

· Reported Crimes: In the last 6 months there have been 7 reported crimes in Wickham Skeith (4 being burglaries).  Residents are reminded to secure buildings and be vigilant.
5.4. Parish Clerk

· Literature/notices were available on view with all other correspondence dealt with during Agenda items or included in Correspondence File.
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6. Correspondence Received: 

· In an effort to improve community safety/reduce anti-social behaviour, SCC has offered to provide short articles for publication in newsletters.  It was agreed that we would apply for such information.
· SALC Newsletter competition (£100 1st prize).  It was agreed that Wickham Skeith should enter.
· Copy letter to MSDC from M McCarthy which expresses his concern on the effects of flooding due to the development/future development in the village.

· Copy letter to Orwell Housing regarding flooding from the existing site at St Andrews Close.

· Mobile Library Review:  The new schedule will commence from w/c 23 July 2007: 10.30 am – 10.45 am at Swan House, The Street – alternate Thursdays.

7. Election of Chairman and other office holders:  

· K Knights had expressed an interest in being co-opted as a Parish Councillor.  N Merriam proposed K Knights, seconded by B Perks.  

· N Merriam confirmed that there is still a vacancy on the Parish Council and welcomed interest from villagers residing in The Street and surrounding area.

· S Sparrow proposed J Formby for the position of Treasurer.  J Formby will review this offer.  (The internal audit has been completed by R Arthey) 

· S Sparrow to review the list of Topics for Allocation to Parish Councillors.
8. Affordable Housing: Following the Parish Council’s comments of May’s meeting, revised plans have been received from OHA (1 property being allocated as Shared Ownership, 3 properties as Rented.  T Brinkley (MSDC) submitted a brief summary of the process so far, together with copies of the Housing Allocations Policy.  Concern was raised as to the allocation of these properties and whether Affordable Housing is a genuine requirement within Wickham Skeith.  OHA and MSDC intend to hold a Consultation Event to gain public opinion.  The Parish Council wishes to be included as an integral part of the consultation for this project and would like an elevated design for the public to view at this event.
9. Planning Matters:

9.1. Public Enquiry: 

9.1.1. Ref: 0802/06 – Pear Tree Cottage, Rose Lane: The Public Enquiry regarding the proposed erection of two detached dwellings with garages and creation of new vehicular access will start at 10.00 am on 24 July 2007 at The Council Offices, 131 High Street, Needham Market.
9.2. Planning Applications (to include any applications received after publication of this Agenda):
9.2.1. Ref: 1454/07 – Land rear of Pear Tree Cottage, Rose Lane: Proposed erection of two detached dwellings with garages and creation of new vehicular access from Rose Lane and change of use of part of paddock to the rear of the proposed dwellings to form garden land.  N Merriam proposed that the Parish Council resubmit their opposition to this proposal, seconded by C Wright (4 votes in favour, 1 against).
9.3. Planning Decisions:
9.3.1. Ref: 0772/07 – Mill House, The Green: Replacement timber unit to rear of property – Planning Permission and Listed Building Consent has been GRANTED.
10. Dispensation in respect of Prejudicial Interest: The Parish Council believes that there are no members who need to apply for Dispensation in respect of Prejudicial Interest at this time.

11. National Fishing Guidelines: The Technical Officer at Ipswich Fisheries Office has advised B Perks that in the event of a rod being used with either a hook or with the use of bait, then a license is required.  C Wright questioned the age limit for this requirement.  This item will be included in the next Agenda for further clarification.
12. Code of Conduct:  SALC have offered to advertise Parish Councils who adopt the 2007 Model Code of Conduct in the East Anglian Times for a fee of £30, which will assist the Parish Council in fulfilling its legal obligations.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would take up this offer.

13. Matters for next Agenda: 
· National Fishing Guidelines
· Election of Treasurer
14. Next Meeting: 10 September 2007 at 8.00 pm 
Meeting closed at 10.00 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..
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