Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Monday 14th September, 2009

in the Parish Rooms, Grundisburgh

NOTICES had been posted according with regulations.

Present:- Messrs. A.Billings,  P.Brunning, D.Crowe (in the chair), J.Dunnett, J.Goddard, R.Youngman, Mrs.J.Bignell, Mrs.N.Brown, Mrs.J.Crowe, Mrs.S.Grahn, Mrs.A.Willetts, County Councillor.P.Bellfield, District Councillor I.Jowers and

2 members of the public.

1.  Apologies for absence    Mr.G.Hartfall, Mrs.A.Garrod, Mrs.P.Ross, County Councillor P.Bellfield.   
The Chairman reminded councillors of their duty to attend council meetings and to give the Clerk a valid reason if they could not attend  e.g. illness, work, family commitments etc.     This is legal requirement of the Local Government Act 1972 s85 which provides for the automatic removal of councillors from office after 6 consecutive months throughout which they fail to attend unless that councillor has a valid excuse.
2.  To receive member’s declaration of interests    No interests were declared
3.   Minutes - The minutes of the Meeting held on the 13th July, 2009 had been circulated and were therefore taken as read.   It was proposed by Mr.Billings seconded by Mrs.Willetts, to unanimous approval, that these minutes be signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

Matters arising    The Clerk reported:
3.1  ABS Meeting 22 July 2009      Notes of this very successful meeting had been sent to councillors prior to this meeting
3.2  Village Sign   Mr.Crowe reported that the restored sign should be back in place within the next two weeks.   £1,000 had been budgeted but the final cost would be nearer £1,700. 
3.3.  Farrows Lane, Culpho     The Clerk has made a request to the Highways Authority for “Unsuitable for HGV” notices to be placed at both ends of Farrows Lane (C329).

4.   Police Matters   The Clerk reported that due to holidays the August 12PT report had not been published.   On Friday 
11th September there was an incident of vandalism in the Post Mill Area- a garden was entered, ornamental pots smashed and thrown into a pool.   The police had been informed.
5.   Speedwatch     The Chairman reported that an appeal on the What’s on in Grundisburgh News Group resulted in two residents volunteering to join the monitoring team.
6.   District Councillors Report      
6.1  Boundary Committee  Mr.Jowers reported that the Committee have appealed to the High Court to overturn their judgement in favour of the 4 District Councils.  The hearing will take place on the 6 and 7th October.  It could take some time before a judgement is made.  Dependant on this judgement it could go to the House of Lords.   There is the danger that the process might run out of time before the next General Election

6.2  Tuddenham Burial Site   The Planning Inspector will visit the site in the next 2 – 3 weeks.    His decision is expected before the year’s end..      

7.   County Councillors Report     No report
8.   Correspondence

8.1  Suffolk ACRE AGM 24th September – Coddenham Community & Sports Centre      The Chairman and Clerk will attend. 
8.2  East of England Plan 2031 - Public Consultation     The Chairman will attend a consultation meeting to be held in Endeavour House, Ipswich on the 16th September.
8.3  Land Registry Notice of an application for registration  Village Green, Weir Pond Green, Dog Green.   An application by Lord Cranworth for this land to be registered has been made.    This land was assigned to him at a hearing by the Commons Commissioners 11th July 1974.

Correspondence cont…
8.4  Rural Housing Event, Blackbourne Hall, Elmswell    Organised by Suffolk Local Authorities 9th October, 2009.   Mrs.Willetts may attend.
9.   Village Matters    The Clerk reported:
9.1  Village Maintenance & Repairs    All seats and notice boards have been painted and stained by Mr.Clive Hammond.    He has started to stain the posts around the Village Green.  Mr.Dunnett asked that the Highways Authority be asked to repaint the white posts and rails.
9.2  New Seat   Mrs.Mary Bean has offered to donate a seat to the village.   Suggested sites Stoney Road near the Cranworth Road junction or the Playing Field.   

9.3  Reg Snook     Mr.Snook is in the process of painting 30 portraits of villagers to join the 30 plus he has previously produced.    It was agreed that the Council should pay for the copying of the portraits and a binder in which to store them.    It was also agreed, in principle, to pay the costs of staging an exhibition of the portraits.     Suggested venues St.Mary’s Church, Village Hall, Parish Rooms or Culpho Church.      

9.4  Playing Field Meeting      A meeting was scheduled for some time this week between Messrs Ager, Billings. Crowe, Mrs.Willetts and representatives of the Playing Field Management Committee but has had to be postponed as the Chairman of the Management Committee is on holiday. 
9.5  War Memorial   A quotation has been received from Suffolk Building Projects and awaited from Mr.Martin.   An application for grant will be made to the War Memorial Trust

9.6  Ducks    SALC asked all their member parishes  if any had similar loss of ducks to that experienced in Grundisburgh..   There was a good response but little evidence of a widespread problem so far.     It is believed that a fox caused the demise of Grundisburgh’s population. 
9.7  Phone Box    The Clerk had informed BT that the Phone Box on the Green needed re-painting and missing glass panels installed.     BT has assessed the phone box and is awaiting authority to carry out the work.    It was agreed that, once this work has been completed, the possibility of the Council entering a maintenance agreement with BT should be investigated.  
10.  Financial Matters

10.1  Finance Committee Meeting       The December budget meeting will be held on Thursday 3rd December, 2009. 
10.2  Letters of thanks      Received from 1st Grundisburgh Scouts, EACH (East Anglian Children’s Hospices)

10.3  Ratification of payments made since the last meeting and approved at the time
Mrs.M.Hyde


  £90.38  Annual Parish Meeting Refreshments

Suffolk Coastal District Council
£105.00  Annual Parish Meeting -  Photocopying

GADS



    £5.00  Annual Parish Meeting – Glass Hire

Lings Garden Store
           £1,150.00  Bowls Club – Grant for purchase of storage hut

Mr.R.Fletcher


£207.00  Village Green Grass Cutting May 2009

Mr.J.Dunnett


  £23.21  Millennium Meadow expenses

Mrs.S.Grahn


  £18.68  Stroll to Millennium Meadow 24 June 2009 expenses

Mr.J.Ager                                         £614.00  Clerk’s Salary June/July





  £63.54
Clerk’s Expenses 12/05/09 – 09/07/09

                                                           £14.94   3 reams A4 paper

                                                           £74.76   Colour Laser 2550 Black Cartridge






  £30.96  Graffiti & Spray Paint Wipes


 

CPRE



  £29.00  Annual Subscription

Mr.R.Fletcher


£138.00  Village Green Grass Cutting June 2009

Suffolk Coastal Services

£115.00  St.Mary’s waste collection 01/04/09 – 31/03/10  

Suffolk Coastal Services Ltd
£201.25  Installing Fido Bin on Rose Hill

NALC



  £27.00  Local Council Review – 2 subscriptions
1st Grundisburgh Scouts

£300.00  Cleaning Village Stream

It was proposed by Mrs.Crowe seconded by Mrs.Willetts to unanimous approval, that these payments be ratified.

Finance cont…

10.4  Payments received since the last meeting   

Mr.J.Dunnett


 £10.00  Allotment Rent

Mr.T.Penson


 £10.00  Allotment Rent

Mr.D.Cole


 £20.00  Allotment Rent

Mr.A.Lawrence


 £10.00  Allotment Rent

Dr.C.Baker


 £10.00  Allotment Rent

Mr & Mrs.Brown


 £10.00  Allotment Rent

Mrs.Berry (Horseman)

 £10.00  Allotment Rent

10.5  Emergency payments were made prior to the meeting under Section 5.7 of Financial Standing Orders 

EACH



£50.00  donation
Mr.R.Fletcher

            £293.00  Village Green Grass Cutting July – cutting damage from Willow Tree – filling holes

Anglia Water


£54.28  Allotments – water charges 06/02/09 – 10/08/09

Mr.C.Hammond 

            £293.14  Painting Village Seats (6), Notice Boards (3) and Finger Sign (1)  

10.6  Other payments requiring approval
Royal British Legion


£40.00   War Memorial Wreath

Mr.J.Ager                                                     £615.00   Clerk’s Salary August/September





              £46.44  Clerk’s Expenses




            £144.35  HP Colour Laser 2550 drum






£23.46  A4 paper & envelopes

Norse Commercial Services

£50.60  Doggy Bags (Williams Store)

Ipswich Borough Council (Greenways)       £400.00  Donation Cutting & removing grass from Millennium & Lyttleton

                           Meadows

Mr.R.Fletcher


            £207.00  Village Green Grass Cutting August

Suffolk ACRE Services

            £508.07  Insurance (5 year long term undertaking)

Suffolk ACRE


              £27.00  AGM – 2 delegates  The Chairman & Clerk
It was proposed by Mrs.Crowe seconded by Mr.Billings, to unanimous approval, that these payments be made.

10.7  Account Balances as at 14th September, 2009
Business Tracker Account


  £2,168.26 

Current Account



  £1,029.60
Post Office Investment Account

£19,974.70
VAT to claim



     £265.72
Total




£23,438.28 

10.8   Budget Report – financial year to date     The Clerk presented the report – copy attached.   
11.  Highway Matters
11.1  Armstrong’s Bridge (B1079)    The south parapet was recently demolished by an unknown vehicle.   A Safety Scheme was installed in 2004 after the south parapet was hit many times and since then no accidents have been reported at this site.    It is considered that the recent accident was a “one off” 
11.2  Half Moon Green Safe Crossing.   Suffolk County Council’s Highways Officer John Goodyear is contacting the new owners of Finndale House to see whether they would agree to release some land to extend the pathway.

11.3  Fords    Mr.Brunning said that the Highways Committee held a very productive site meeting with Highways Officer Mrs.Sam Harvey.   She has produced a plan for a scheme which would bar entrance from Woodbridge Road, improve the footpath over the bridge, define two crossing points and install wooden posts to protect the verge from further erosion.   She would be asked to install a sign at the Stoney Road access “Access only to the Old School and Church and rumble strips before the ford.    
11.4  Speed Limits    The Clerk was asked to request the Highways Authority to extend the 30mph speed in Stoney Road to the bottom of the hill; to impose a 30mph speed limit in Charity Lane; to put in place measures to slow traffic entering the village prior to the Olde Forge Stores and to improve the 30mph signage on the Woodbridge Road.   The Highways Authority had turned down previous requests.
12.  Planning Report      Mrs.Willetts reported:
12.1.  Applications approved by Suffolk Coastal District Council since last meeting 

C09/0884  12 Orchard End   Erection of 2 storey rear extension.   
C09/0949  Hill House, Rose Hill, Grundisburgh  Erection of two-storey rear extension
12.2  New applications
C09/1092  64 Post Mill Gardens, Grundisburgh  Erection of front extension

C09/1178  Rosedene, Meeting Lane, Grundisburgh  Replacement of existing flat roof with lean to roof

12.3  Application withdrawn
C09/0738  Grundisburgh Playing Field, Ipswich Road, Grundisburgh  Prefabricated covered seating/standing shelter for spectator use

13.  Save our Rural Roads Campaign      SORR had written to the CEO Suffolk Coastal District Council complaining about lack of enforcement particularly in the case of Gressingham Foods.    This issue was not on the agenda for the 17th September Development Control Meeting and it was feared, as in the Debach Enterprises case, this delay will lead to time running out enabling a permitted development being claimed.    SORR has complained to the Ombudsman and is seeking a meeting with our MP.
14.  Protocol for Public Participation in Council Meetings      A draft document had been distributed to councillors with the minutes of the previous meeting.   Several alterations were suggested.    The Chairman will produce a second draft which will be discussed at the November meeting of the Council.
15.  Public Open Forum    As members of the public wished to address the meeting the Chairman proposed seconded by Mrs.Willetts to unanimous approval, that the formal meeting be temporarily suspended.        The following item was raised:

· Old School Housing     Residents reported a long list of structural and interior faults reported to English Churches Housing Group which the Group had failed to rectify.   Whilst the terrace of two bedroom houses had in recent years had considerable improvements made including  new kitchens and gas fired central heating nothing of any significance had been carried out on the Old School flats which were now sub standard accommodation and urgently needed brining up to date.    The rents of the one bed flats now, with a vastly increased service charge, was now more that the two bedroom houses.    Residents were very unhappy and frustrated at the situation they found themselves in and sought advice and support from the Parish Council.    It was agreed that the Council should do everything in its power to help the tenants.    It was noted that the Parish Council were responsible for getting the Old School listed and carried out extensive studies to convert the school to housing and felt let down and very disappointed by English Churches neglect.     A meeting of residents of both the Old School and the houses will be held with officers of English Churches Housing Group and Riverside Housing on the 6th October, 2009 at which meeting the Council will be represented. 
16.  SALC Report  No report.   The Area Meeting, yet again, clashed with this evenings Council Meeting.
17.  Conservation & Footpaths Report      Mrs.Grahn reported:
17.1  Lyttleton Meadow  Greenways have cut and removed grass from the conservation area.   Mr.James Baker of Greenways has advised that trees on the south side need pollarding to let in more light and that the District Council were responsible for carrying out this work.    
17.2  Millennium Meadow    The pond needed digging out.    The cost to be met from the Meadow’s budget.
17.3  Grundisburgh Primary School   In March the Clerk had given the teacher in charge of the School’s Nature Club contact details of Mr.John Dunnett and Mr.Martin Hough suggesting that she should contact them to arrange a visit to the Meadow and a Moth Count.   It was regrettable that she had not taken up these offers and that the school were not taking advantage of a natural history resource so close to the school.     Mr.Dunnett offered to give a talk to the Nature Club.
17.4.    Organised Walks 2009/10    These will continue to take place on the second Sunday in the month.   Mr.Lofts conservation area at Hill House Farm and the Orchid Field at Burgh could be new destinations,

17.5.    Christmas Torchlit/Moonlit Walk Wednesday 16th December, 2009      A change of destination to this year to Mrs.Hilary Hill’s home at “Chiltern Ross”, Hasketon.     

18.  Outstanding Items 
18.1  Proposed footpaths B1079 Woodbridge Road, Burgh to Grundisburgh, Ipswich Road C323 “Dorney Wood” to Pound Corner Bus Shelter   Mr.John Goodyear, County Council Project wrote on the 24th April, 2004 explaining that these proposed footways had been given a “Two” category.   The County Council are building rural footways strictly in their priority order with Category One schemes being finished first, together with previously committed Category Two’s.  These highest priority or committed schemes make up the County Council’s construction programme for the next three years (up to March 2007).   The delivery of that programme is dependent on the level of funding provided for 2005/6 and 2006/7 matching the anticipated cost of these schemes.  

Mr.Goodyear in an Email to the Clerk dated 21st August, 2006 stated that, due to budgetary constraints, the C323 footpath could not be built out of the local east area budget as was originally hoped and that both this and the Woodbridge Road footpath were unlikely to be built for at least five years. 
18.2  Parish Plan Action Points Progress Report    To be reviewed in September 2009 and a report submitted to the council’s November meeting.

19.  Any other business

19.1  Annual Parish Meeting 2010     The Clerk suggested that the meeting could end with an “entertaining speaker”
 e.g Charlie Haylock, Reg Snook or perhaps a DVD from the East Anglian Film Archive.
19.2  Half Moon Lane   The road needs resurfacing and hedges need cutting back.

19.3  2009 Meeting dates    November 9  - in the Parish Rooms starting at 7.30pm.  

19.4  2010 Meeting dates   January 11,  March 8,  May 10, July 12,  September 13,  November 8  all meetings in the Parish Rooms except for the July meeting which will be held in St.Botolph’s Church, Culpho.   All meetings start at 7.30pm.
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