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OTLEY ANNUAL PARISH MEETING MAY 2008
Good evening to you all.  I am Malcolm Smith, Chairman of Otley Parish Council in my eighth year. I wish to welcome you to the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and would like to welcome Peter Bellfield who is our County Councillor & District Councillor who regularly attends our Parish Council meetings. Peter has supported us this year in relation to HGV's, highway and planning issues. 

The purpose of the meeting tonight is to review the activities of the Parish Council since the last Annual Meeting in 2007.
I would like to thank our Parish Clerk  Richard Treloar who again has worked hard this last year.
I would also like to thank my Vice Chair, John Jay, for his continuing support and also the rest of the Parish Council for their committed support throughout the last year and for their areas of expertise that we always call upon in time of need. 
There are 9 elected members of the Parish Council and we have met regularly every 4-6 weeks with published dates and notes of the meetings displayed on our Parish Council Notice Boards. We have 3 sub-committees namely :-

•Planning - chaired by me

•Rights of way - chaired by Russell Ling

•Finance 

Well what has been keeping us busy over the last year ?

The Planning Sub-committee has received 22 planning applications, mainly extensions to existing properties. 
Last year I reported about the application by Debach Enterprises at Clopton where a Lawful Use application has been submitted to gain approval to continue to use  a storage area outside of the original planning approval. This storage area is currently being used to store tons of plastic granules that are then put into tankers for delivery elsewhere. The HGV traffic in and out of Debach Enterprises associated with the plastic granules is a very high proportion of the HGV total traffic – so if we can get this application refused we will hopefully reduce the HGV traffic.
Well the latest update is that the SCDC North Area Development Sub-Committee Meeting held on 5th March that concluded that the expansion of the operations onto the rear runway section and the land to the front of the site has been deemed unlawful (for a second time!) In addition, the wall at the end of the runway will be removed. These will be the subject of an enforcement notice. I hope that, after 4 years, we have finally put an end to any proposals for the expansion of the site.
No action is being taken against the original site. The SORR mass complaint has been registered with the Ombudsman with over 200 people giving, signed authorisations enabling Barry Zins to progress the complaint on their behalf. I must emphasise that the complaint is not just about compensation for the injustice. Our suggested remedy to the Ombudsman stresses the need for all parties to seek a settlement that will remove, or substantially reduce, the HGV traffic generated by this site
HIGHWAYS

We continue to monitor the state of the roads and we have had to report an ever increasing number of pot holes or edge subsidence.  With continuing reduction in Council budgets for highway maintenance we will watch with interest on the impact of road repair in our area. 
The flooding at Otley Bottoms appears to have reduced significantly since the County Highways cleared out and concreted the inlet to the drainage pipe under the B1078, opposite Cherrybank – how many years have we been suffering? I believe that this achievement by the Parish Council is one of the most significant of my years as chairman.
RIGHTS OF WAY 

Russell Ling has continued to drive the Rights of Way committee and work parties and I thank him for his efforts over the last year. 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

Parish Notice Board – The Parish Council decided that the notice board outside of the Surgery was beyond repair and hence we had one made by Ellis Furniture of  Ashbocking and recently installed by the PC. 
The War Memorial – a plaque showing the commemoration details has been bought and will be installed in the near future.
Otley College – the PC keeps in touch with the changes being made at the college and recently a number of members of the PC met with Philip Winfield who showed around the new reception building and some of the other improvements. Philip kindly offered the village the use of facilities, such as the hard tennis courts, and playing fields.

Parish Plan – has moved forward significantly and an update is to be provided by ……… 

SORR

We continue to be heavily involved with SORR. SORR (Save Our Rural Roads) is a consortium of 13 or more local Parish councils and is opposed to the ever increasing impact of HGV's on our rural infrastructure and inhabitants. Under the new chair and secretary we have, I hope, gained a victory over Debach Enterprises at Clopton and I am aware of other HGV generating businesses in the local area that will come SORR’s inspection.
THE YEAR AHEAD

Currently the Parish Council is looking at replacing the wooden bench in Chapel Road near to Swiss Cottage, is there any other ideas for improvement in the village – so if you have any ideas please let us know. 
Well that's enough from me, thank you for listening. If you have any questions please don't feel afraid to ask either now or after the meeting or in fact at any time - we are your Parish Council and are here to reflect your local needs.

Questions ?
Over to Richard Treloar for the draft Parish Accounts for the year 2007/2008.
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