

Minutes of the meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 10th May 2011 at 7.00pm at the Worlingham Middle School.

Councillors Present

Cllr Culyer - Chairman, Cllr Cossey, Cllr Hammond – Fox, Cllr Holman, Cllr Knights,  Cllr Risebrow arrived 7.10pm, Cllr Robbins, 
Also Present;

Mrs Beevor – Clerk,  6 Members of the public. SCC Cllr C Punt.  
Agenda

1) Nominations for Chairman 2011/12
Michael Culyer was nominated as Chairman 2011/12. There were no other nominations. It was resolved by all that Cllr Culyer would be elected Chairman for 2011/12.

1a) Declaration of acceptance of office was signed by the Chairman.
1b) Co-option - Wendy Summerfield was introduced to councillors. Wendy provided a summary of herself for councillors to consider, and took questions. After full discussion it was resolved by all to co-opt Wendy Somerfield as a councillor – all agreed. 

Wendy completed her Register of Interest and Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

2) Apologies for absence.

Cllr Risebrow advised that he would be arriving later. 

Cllr Cossey advised that he may need to leave early. 
2a) Declarations of Interest

Cllr Culyer declared a personal interest in items relating to the fete
Cllr Robbins declared a personal interest in items relating to the fete and school governors.  
Cllr Hammond Fox declared a personal interest in items relating to St Georges day. 

3) Nomination for Vice Chairman 2011/12
Trevor Knights offered to stand as  Vice Chairman 2011/12 There were no other nominations. It was resolved by all to elect Trevor Knights  as Vice Chairman for 2011/12.   
4) Code of Conduct 

There are no amendments to the Code of Conduct to note. These were reviewed and agreed by councillors. 
5) Pecuniary Interests 

Councillors were reminded of the requirement to update their pecuniary interests as appropriate. 

6) Standing Orders 

There are no amendments to the model Standing Orders. It was resolved by all that the existing standing orders are still appropriate.  
7) Nominations to working party’s

Planning working party – Cllr Cossey, Cllr Holman, Cllr Knights. 

Open Space and Amenities – Cllr Cossey, Cllr Culyer, Cllr Holman.     

8) Nominations for individual representatives. 

Salc – Cllr Summerfield 

SORR –no volunteer
SNT – Cllr Risebrow
WCF/RCB – no volunteer.

Governor at primary school – Cllr Hammond Fox will consider this position. 
9) Councillor Areas
The councillor areas were reviewed. Councillors confirmed that for some issues, particular councillors would be referred to rather than those dealing with the area in question, should the matter of concern need particular expertise.  The councillor areas are for internal use only as the public telephone number is the office number – the clerk will then contact the appropriate councillor.  
10) To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 8th March 2011.

On the proposal of Cllr Culyer, seconded by Cllr Holman, the minutes were agreed by all. 
Meeting opened to the public.

Meeting opens for public contribution. 
During each meeting the council will adjourn for an appropriate period for public questions. During this time, residents can put questions to the Chairman regarding local concerns. Where possible, the Chairman will respond but the matter may have to be deferred and placed on a later month’s agenda for discussion.
a) Report from Police – no report. 
b) Report from County Councillor. 
Chris Punt had met with Network Rail re Marsh Lane crossing – Network Rail will remove posts and high fence to replace with a lower fence. The crossing has been deemed safe and legal so long as residents use it correctly. 

Zebra crossing outside Middle school – Chris advised that there is a possibility that this will be carried out which could then negate the need for a school crossing patrol person. 

Link Road – there has been no further information following the consultation - however it seems likely that any future section 106 from housing developments would be allocated to this project.  
Cllr Punt  has arranged for a path to be cut back following a call from a resident. 
Thanks were extended to Cllr Punt  for all of his help.

c) Report from District Councillors. 
Either Cllr Andy Draper or Cllr Mark Bee will be at the next parish council meeting. Cllr Culyer and Cllr Holman had met with the WDC councillors and advised that  if they cannot attend the actual council meetings, council  would like a report e mailed to the clerk that could be read to the meeting.  

. 

d) Residents questions to Chairman of the Council. 

Planning application for stables at Worlingham Manor  - a spokesman for the neighbours of Worlingham Manor attended to voice the concerns of the neighbours to this application. The residents  have written to WDC with their concerns which include the lack of suitable access to the area in question on the planning application (the access seems to be through the drive of the Manor),the  visual appearance (steel building), and that no tree assessment has been conducted within the application. 

Zebra crossing on Lowestoft Rd – resident voiced concerns about cars going too fast across the crossing. 

The Chairman replied that the crossing is a legal crossing and it will be a police matter if cars are travelling too fast. 

The Chair advised that residents should report any concerns on speeding to the police with the registration number of the car concerned.  

The Clerk advised that police were by the crossing on Friday at 3.30pm with a speed radar and this data will be requested from the police.    

Clerk will put piece in Insight asking residents to advise police of registration   numbers if there are issues.  
Clerk will ask PCSO Le Surf to monitor the situation at the crossing. 
Re the VAS – SCC are surveying the lampposts for structural capability for holding the Vas signs. 

A resident advised that at Glenwood Drive – cars parked on the highway are causing an obstruction  to vision – the clerk advised that when the police had viewed these cars previously it had been deemed that were not causing any legal obstruction but the police will be asked to visit again.  

A resident advised that at Park Drive flooding / sewage spill had occurred over Easter – this was reported to the Environment Agency who did come down to the site. 

Letter to be sent to Chief Planning Officer at WDC expressing concerns. 

A resident advised that the yellow lines outside Hillside Ave shops have still not been repainted.  
Meeting closed to public contribution.  
11). Chairman’s Report 
a) Annual Parish Meeting feedback – The Chairman  advised that the Royal British  Legion had given a good presentation which had been well received. 

b) Elections 2011 and councillor vacancies – 7 councillors had stood for election - 1 councillor vacancy is still to be filled, following the cooption of Cllr Somerfield.   

c) Parish Plan  Good Neighbour scheme – residents had contacted the Scheme to use the service following details in the recent Insight magazine – however  the service does need more volunteer drivers if Worlingham residents are going to use the Scheme regularly. Another article will be placed in Insight by the volunteer car scheme and another letter will be sent to all of the original volunteers about the car service. 

d) Annual Report – printing/ distribution. Cost to be ascertained for a larger Insight in the Grapevine. 

12) Clerks report and update including correspondence received  

· Beccles Waste Recycling Centre – the clerk had attended a meeting at Beccles Town Hall held by Beccles Town Council who had advised that they are trying to ensure that a recycling / waste centre is retained in Beccles.  Negotiations are continuing with both WDC and private contractors. Depending upon the outcome of the negotiations, local councils may be asked to contribute financially to enable the facility to be provided.    

· SCC advise that their ‘Don’t be a tosser campaign’ is in force.

· SCC advises that they are introducing a new lighting system throughout the County that will mean street lights are switched off from midnight to dawn. 

· SCC advise of their Trusted trader Scheme 

· SCC advise of resurfacing works at Marsh  Lane roundabout. 

· SCC temporary road closure of Sandpit lane advised to council.
· WDC – Community led planning training sessions dates provided. 
· MUGA  Werels Loke – is to be carried out in 2 parts – the surface will be laid and then the contractors will be appointed to install the equipment. 

· Zip wire at Woodfield Park – safety surfacing is being considered by WDC rather than the sand that is presently there. 

· VAS signs – SCC are considering the suitability of the lampposts to hold the sign on Ellough Rd.

· Ball games Copplestone Close – residents have asked for ‘no ball games’ signage – matter referred to WDC. Original request had been turned down by WDC last year. 

· SCC letter re road surface dressing throughout Worlingham during July. 

· QPS – presentation will take place at Halesworth T C by Salc – parishes invited to attend. 

· WDC advise that the Section 106 monies from the Badger Builders site on Ellough Rd  are to be spent for onsite provision.   

· Dog bin – Glenwood Drive area – this has now been moved by WDC following complaints from a resident. 

· Meeting with local parishes – several parishes have confirmed that they would attend, once the elections process has been completed. This to be considered at a future meeting.          
13). Planning applications received prior to meeting including; 
DC/11/0333/FUL – erection of Stable building at Worlingham Manor, College Lane by Mr and Mrs Mason

After full discussion it was resolved to refuse the application with the comments that there was inadequate access to the site, and that storage of waste/ drainage issues had not been resolved.  

DC/11/0444/LBC conversion of stables and attached garaging to residential annexe at  Worlingham Manor, College lane by Mr and Mrs Mason. 

After full discussion it was resolved to refuse the application with the comment that there is a need for a stable area.   
Planning Correspondence including; 

World of Planning seminars -  Dates provided to councillors.  

14). Feedback from meetings attended. 
Reports of meetings attended by Councillors including; 


a) Councillor surgeries – one report from a resident who had visited regarding speeding on Lowestoft Rd . Next surgery in June will be attended by Cllr Risebrow and Cllr Robbins. 

b) Beccles SNT meeting. Cllr Risebrow provided feedback. There had been speed watch on several local roads. The focus is on ASB on Castle Hill. 
c) St George’s Day events at schools -  Cllr Hammond Fox and Cllr Knights went to the school to judge the pictures and then to present the gift tokens as prizes. Winners are on show in the school reception area. All agreed that Cllr Hammond Fox would be remunerated for the gift vouchers. 

d) Garden competition – Cllr Holman  will carry this out with Cllr Somerfield . Article to be placed in Insight this month. Trophy to be provided for the winner. Max. £25 to be spent on the trophy. All agreed. 
e) WCF/ RCP – No meeting held.
f) Salc meeting – next area meeting is 14th June 2011.  
g) Fete 2011 – Arrangements are going well. More stalls are needed.   
15) Finance

a)  Authorisation of cheques for payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. These were read out to the Council meeting. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made.  

b) Grant requests – No requests. 
c) Internal Auditor – It was agreed that the internal auditor would continue as at present and that the auditor was considered suitable and effective as the internal auditor for the parish council. 
d) RFO – it was resolved by all that the clerk should remain as the RFO. 

e) Bank signatories – will be updated with the new councillors. 
g) Audit documentation – received. 
16) Matters Arising not dealt with in agenda and questions/ matters for a future agenda. 
Bin at Woodfield Park – this is still broken – Cllr Cossey will contact WDC direct.  

Bench in churchyard dedicated to  Audrey Forman – council were advised that this is in bad state of repair as is the wooden gate at the back of the churchyard. Clerk to try and ascertain whose responsibility these assets are.  

Handy man for small jobs is still required – new article to go in Insight. 

Dog Barking – council were advised that there has been an increase in noise with dogs barking in early evening. Article to go into INSIGHT asking people to be considerate of neighbours with the lighter evenings.  
Litter Pick – College Lane is quite bad at present as is Sandpit Lane. Cllr Risebrow to advise clerk of a date for a litter pick which can then be advertised in Insight. 

Broads Auth Meeting – Cllr Knights   attended and gave debrief to council.  

Coney Hill area boundary with Beccles – Council was advised that there is debris within the ditches on the boundary of the parish -  clearance of area to be requested.  

Advertising hoard on trailer at entrance to Worlingham to be advised to police.  

Council were advised that the Youth club may be closing completely if no further volunteers come forward.  

The School have 5 a side goals that are being offered to a community group free of charge.  

Shed for community storage – The Primary School advise that they do not wish for a steel container for storage (20x8x8) on the Middle School land  as they consider this to be an eyesore . 
A Locality grant of £400 has been received to purchase a storage container for community use and it was felt that a shed would not be secure enough.   Council have asked for the matter to be raised at the primary school governing body meeting. Council discussed the matter and felt that as a container could be any colour and could be landscaped around, this should not be a matter of concern. Await response from both schools.      

Outside Gym – clerk to ask WDC Chris Ames to contact Cllr Hammond Fox with an update. 
17)) Date of next meeting. 
Tuesday 14th June 2011 at 7.00pm at the Middle School. 
Meeting closed at 9.00pm. 

Chairman ……………………………     
Dated……………………….    
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