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SOMERSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Somersham Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd December 2009.   The meeting commenced at 7.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.

Present: Councillors - Chris Mills (CM) – Chairman, Richard Browne (RB) – Vice Chairman, Terry Fordham (TF),  Penny Pearson (PP), Vic Pryke (VP),  Councillor S Wright (SW), Colin Burrows (CB) and 2 members of the public. 
The meeting commenced in open session when the following points were raised:-

A member of the Mid Suffolk South Community Board (now named Mid Suffolk 

            South Action Panel) reported there is funding available to provide facilities for 10 - 16 

year olds.  Sara Blake will be contacting parishes.

It was also reported that Wattisham is offering the use of its sports facilities

   
to local youth groups and organisations.

There being no other points raised, the chairman closed the open session and the parish council meeting was convened.
	Subject
	Discussion/Resolution
	Action

	09/64  Apologies for Absence

	
	Janet Hodge (JH), Barbara Tottle (BT), PCSO Vince Whitrow (VW) 

	09/65  Previous Meeting’s Minutes

	i) Last Meeting’s Minutes
	CM requested an amendment to the notes taken of the Open Session prior to the parish council meeting of 4th November 2009 that the first line of item (a) should read .. the residents were from King’s Cottage.  The words ‘The Pump House’ should be deleted. Subject to this amendment the minutes were approved and signed. Proposed CM, seconded PP.
	

	ii) Action points outstanding
	None
	

	09/66  Parish Administration

	i)  Declaration of Interests
	 None
	

	ii) Clerk’s Report
	Clerk’s report previously circulated.  No further update.
	

	iii) Review of Clerk’s terms and conditions
	Clerk explained due to family crisis has been unable to compile a full report, but verbally reported that last review took place on 6th December 2006.  For the purposes of the budget item further down the agenda the Clerk estimated to update current salary position would add approximately £150 to the salary estimate for 2010/2011.  
	Defer to next meeting for Clerk to produce a full report.

	iii) Quality Parish Status
	CM reported on a seminar attended at SALC on Quality Parish Status (QPS).  The application fee is £57.40 and if successful the award is for 4 years.  Benefits for the council include - helps with grant applications/assured correct working/self-satisfaction.  Some concern was expressed on increased training and contacts criteria.
	Clerk to contact SALC to clarify.

	iv) Annual Parish Meeting
	CM reported a suggestion had been received to invite Colonel Turner, Station Commander of Wattisham Airfield to speak at the Annual Parish Meeting.  Proposed CM, seconded PP and unanimously agreed.
	Clerk to contact

	09/67  Safety and Security

	i) Police
	PCSO Whitrow’s report included:- 

· No crimes in Somersham since last meeting
· Warning about thefts of Christmas presents at this time of year.

· Protect it, Register it campaign.

· Dates of forthcoming tasking meetings.
	

	ii) Neighbourhood Watch
	Colin Burrows reported:-

· 1 reported case of anti-social behaviour of throwing apples at a property which was quickly dealt with by PCSO Whitrow.
· 1 case of vandalism of removing repair barriers and left in road.

· Antique furniture stolen from Tudor Grange has been recovered.

· Somersham N/W Scheme has been re-registered.

· Thanks for support to parish council and seasons greetings.
	

	iii) Traffic/Speeding Concerns
	Clerk read letter received from SCC stating  the result of the recent speed survey showed an average vehicle speed of 29 – 33mph and closer monitoring was suggested.  Councillors were concerned that the point had been missed in that the primary concern was the hazardous nature of Pump House Corner and the Chapel Lane junction which, even if approached at 30mph was dangerous.  
	Clerk to seek comment from Cllr.Truelove

	09/68  Parish Liaison

	i) County Councillor’s report
	No report. 
	

	ii) District Councillor’s report
	Cllr. Wright reported:-
· Boundary review – appeal turned down so Boundary Committee can decide on future structure of local government in Suffolk.  However may not be sufficient time for new Orders to go through Parliament before the election.
· No further update on Gt. Blakenham housing proposals.

· Anti Social Behaviour – SW had attended a meeting where lobbying of Government was discussed to introduce measures to reduce binge drinking.
	

	iii) SALC Meeting
	PP reported on a recent SALC meeting which included:-
· SCC budgets for 2010/2011

· Looks likely the General Election will be held next May.

· SALC now using Prettys for legal advice.

· Lack of response on karnser problems was reported to SCC representative present.
	

	iv) Community Shop
	RB reported the Steering Group continues to fundraise and now has approx. 50% of necessary funding.  Still awaiting confirmation from Environment Agency that the preferred location near the car park was acceptable.  The Steering Group is hoping to submit a planning application by the end of December and work will start on the foundations March 2010.  When completed the shop will look like a Suffolk barn with black cladding and a red roof. 
	

	09/69  Finance

	i) Works to Bus Shelter
	PP had been contacted by the contractor who had discovered woodworm in the end beams which support the roof.  To treat this would cost approximately a further £100.  PP/VP and TF had approved the treatment and the additional cost.  This was ratified by all councillors present.
	PP to speak with Wendy Warner  with regard to repainting interior of shelter in spring.

	ii)   I & E Statement 2009/2010 
	Clerk reported expenditure of almost £10k on 30th November and drew attention to the tiny amount of bank interest so far this year.   
	

	iii) 2010/2011 Budget/Precept
	The budget estimate previously circulated was discussed and a small increase of 1% was approved bringing the precept for 2010/2011 to £12,584. Proposed RB, seconded PP. 
	

	iv) Society of Local Council Clerks
	The payment of the subscription fee for the Clerk’s membership of SLCC for 2010 for  £61.00 was approved.  Proposed CM, seconded VP.
	

	v)  Cheque Requisitions
	SALC - CM attendance at Quality Lunch - £17.25
Village Hall – hire 7/10, 4/11 & 2/12 - £24.00

Proposed  TF, seconded  PP
	

	09/70 Parish Development

	i) Planning applications 
	3227/09 -  erection of rear conservatory at 6 Cherry Tree Cottages.  A site visit was not considered necessary and BT, RB and TF had viewed the plans and had no objections.
	

	ii)  Planning decisions
	1136/09 – construction of two affordable homes – Land opposite 1 Flowton Road.  Approved with conditions.  
	Clerk will circulate in next circulation bag.

	iii) Affordable Housing
	TF reported a meeting has been arranged with a MSDC Planning Officer for 10am on 10/12 to discuss land to the rear of garages in Princes Gardens and another site behind Somersham garage.  PP and RB also attending.  
	

	09/71  Recreation and Services

	i) Village Hall
	RB reported two applications had been received for the post of caretaker at the village hall.
	

	ii) Community Association
	TF reported a meeting had been held the previous week and minutes will be circulated.
Bin emptying was better.  As weed treatment of the car park had not taken place the Chairman of the Association had contacted the parish council on this point.
	

	09/72   Environment

	i) Footpaths
	PP reported the Rights of Way Officer had been on leave for 4 weeks so his work had not being dealt with. 
	

	ii) Allotments
	Clerk explained SALC had suggested the parish council contacts neighbouring landowners in an attempt to clarify ownership of the triangular piece of land at the entrance to Stocks Hill, or take on responsibility itself.  This was holding up proceeding with the land registration.  PP suggested contacting the landowners and also Prettys for advice.  This was agreed.
	Clerk to progress

	09/73  Communication

	i) Items for Village Newsletters
	No Link this month.
	

	ii) Correspondence
	Full list circulated.
Nothing further to add. 
	

	iii) Councillors reports
	PP – SCC officials discovered there was a 2” gap between the karnser and the wall of the brook when dealing with the weeds and called in a structural surveyor for safety reasons.
CM reported BT had mentioned the collection of rubbish in the channel.  The Environment Agency will not clear rubbish.  Agreed to contact the Payback Scheme next Spring.

CM has updated the Risk Assessments. 
	


The meeting closed at  9.10pm  

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7.30pm on Wednesday 
6th January 2010 in the Committee Room, Village Hall. 

Signed:                                                    (Chairman)            Dated:
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