Draft

WICKHAM SKEITH

 

PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting Monday 10th July 2006

               in Wickham Skeith Village Hall

Those present :
  S Sparrow (Chairman)                   J Homan


               C Wright

                   J  Ede ( Clerk)


       
  N Merriam



Also present
  A Stringer (MSDC Councillor)



  6 Members of the public

.
Item 1--  Apologies for absence – J Medlock, B Kemp, PC B Abbott

Item 2 – Approval of the Minutes of the last meeting 

Meeting of 8th May 2006, 22nd May 2006

Draft copies had been circulated to all Councillors. The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

Item 3 – Update on current issues

i) New Clerk – there has been one response from within village, he has now decided against. SALC have advertised the post. Councillors will give further consideration.

ii) Footpath 27 – The Public Inquiry will be held in the Village Hall 11/12th July 2006. N Merriam will represent the Parish Council. A statement for presentation to the enquiry was prepared at a meeting held on 5th July this was read out to the meeting. It was agreed that this statement was acceptable and explained the position of the Council.

iii) Housing – It has been confirmed by MSDC that they hold the only housing list for St Andrew’s Close. Orwell no longer keep a list. Interested parties must register with MSDC.

There has been no response from Tracey Brinkley on possible sites for affordable housing in the village. The Council are keen to maintain the momentum of the affordable housing project. The Clerk will follow up.

iv) Tenure of Parish Council Chairman – The three year restriction on maximum term of office is not in Standing Orders. It was agreed at a meeting on 14th July 1997 and is minuted accordingly. After some discussion it was agreed to discuss further at the next meeting. A four year term may be more reasonable as this could be in line with the election period. A resolution will be put to the next meeting. A copy of Standing Orders will be sent to all Councillors.

v) The Grimmer – The weed clearance project had been a success. It was suggested that this should be done every year it would then be easier to control the growth. 

One of the benches on the Green has been damaged, and has been repaired.


Item 4 -  Village Forum : Open session for Villagers

No issues had been raised.

Item 5 -- Finance 

i) B Kemp presented the Accounts for the year up to 9th July 2006. The Parish Council currently have a balance of £2452.92

ii) Audit 2005/2006 – Roy Arthey has this in hand, the completion date has been 

deferred to 14th August 2006.

iii) Payments approvals  -- A new photocopier has been purchased for the Parish 

Council, as agreed at previous meetings. £199.75 inc VAT. Payment was approved. This should now be included in the assets of the Parish Council.

iv) Locality Grant 2006/2007 – After some discussion it was proposed that this 

should be split between the photocopier and display boards for village 

   

   exhibitions etc. The Village Hall Committee will be asked to give costings for 

   the boards to the next meeting. J Clover will be advised of the Councils

   proposals.

v) Cheque signatories – It was agreed to delete J Medlock and substitute S    

   Sparrow

Item 6 – Housing 

See above

.

Item 7 -- Planning

i) Applications approved  by MSDC – No formal notices have been received 

although it is understood that the extension to Rushmere Cottage has been   approved.

ii) New applications – 

1252/06/FUL – erection of PVC Conservatory to the rear of The Twynings

Although this is in the Conservation Area it is not visible from the Green or The Entry. It has no impact on any neighbours. The Council agreed unanimously to recommend approval.

iii) Revised application – Two dwellings to the rear of Pear Tree Cottage, Rose Lane. The original application has been amended and the revised plans are available. There appears to be no substantive change to the original application.. The Clerk will identify the changes in a note to all Councillors and they will then decide an appropriate action

.

Item 8 – Reports

J Clover SCC  -- Not present

PC B Abbott – sent his apologies and a written report to the meeting. PC Abbott will be leaving the post of Community Officer shortly a new Officer has been appointed. A note will be sent inviting him to appear at future meetings

There has been no crime reported in the Village in 2006

A Stringer MSDC – The MSDC ‘affordable housing’ policy has now been approved by the government inspector. This creates the need for developers to include ‘affordable houses’ in development schemes.

Clean neighbourhood and environment Act : MSDC will shortly ratify the measures in this Act. This will allow fixed penalty fines for various anti-social acts. Resource for enforcement of this Act is essential to make it effective.

E.g. – Vehicle abandonment, litter, graffiti, noise issues

Yaxley abbatoir – a planning application for this has been received by MSDC , but the appeal on the previous application on Eye airfield has not been completed.

Parish Councillors -- Nothing to report

Item 9 – AOB 

i) SID, the speed indicting device – further information on this has been sent by SCC, this will be circulated. A return visit to the sites will be arranged in about a year.

ii) It was noted that new ‘Very Sheltered Housing’ units will shortly be 

available in Haughley. These units will be shared ownership. A note in the newsletter.

Meeting closed at 9.15 pm

Signed as a true record of the meeting

The next meeting will be on Monday 11th September 2006
