
MINUTES of the 201st meeting of Great Glemham Parish Council held in Great Glemham Village Hall at 7pm on 16 September 2011

PRESENT: Mrs J Beaumont; J Cross (Chair); J Duggan; Mrs E Lewis; P Lincoln; D McIver; Mrs D Minns; Ms C Palmier; N Redman (Hon Clerk).  

IN ATTENDANCE: Two members of the public.  

APOLOGIES: These were received from D Inman (work commitment) and M Runnacles (holiday commitment.  

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: No interests were declared.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING ON 9 JUNE 2011: These were approved whereupon the Chair signed the copy in the minute book as a true record.  

POLICE REPORT: PCSO Mary Thompson had apologised for her absence: she had been seconded to Halesworth for six months; in her absence, parish councillors should contact PC Mark Bryant at Framlingham police station (saxfram.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk).  PSCO Thompson had sent the Hon Clerk a written report stating that there had been no reported crime in the village between 1 June 2011 and 31 August 2011 (compared to two reported crimes in the equivalent period in 2010).  

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR'S REPORT:  Councillor Graham Peck had apologised for his absence and sent the Hon Clerk a short paper on the National Planning Policy Framework.  It was agreed that the Hon Clerk would circulate this both to parish councillors and to those who had registered with him their desire to see parish council papers.  ACTION: Hon Clerk.  

PLANNING MATTERS: The Hon Clerk reported that the planning authority had issued its refusal of consent in relation to application SCDC reference C11/0191 (installation of wind turbine and associated equipment on Parham Airfield).  This was based on: (1) breach of saved policy AP98 and emerging policy SP12 in view of the height, scale and location of the turbine giving rise to significant harm to the local landscape; and (2) the absence of an appropriate noise assessment relating to neighbouring commercial premises.  The Hon Clerk reported that the applicant had agreed to keep him informed of the steps she would take following this decision (which was dated 1 September 2011).  

The Hon Clerk reported that the operators of the composting plant at Parham, Countrystyle, had made an application SCC reference C11 for planning consent to regularise the position in relation to the rebuilding of the plant following a serious fire at the end of 2009.  In addition, some electors had written to him about noxious smells emanating from the plant.  After discussion, it was agreed that the parish council would not object to the application for the retrospective consent subject to: (1) a robust solution being delivered to prevent light pollution; and (2) tough and workable conditions being imposed to protect residential amenity.  It was also agreed that the parish council would invite representatives of Countrystyle to attend its meeting in November so that electors could be assured that Countrystyle was taking steps to ensure that the plant was run in a way which respected electors' residential amenity.  ACTION: Hon Clerk.  

The Hon Clerk reported that he had arranged for the Chair to attend a briefing on the National Planning Policy Framework to be held by SCDC on 28 September at the Riverside Centre in Stratford St Andrew; the Chair would report on the briefing to the next meeting of the parish council.  ACTION: Chair.  

OPEN SPACE:  P Lincoln reported that he had contacted the landowner with a view to clarifying whether a planning application for the installation of a swing would cause the HLS status of the area to be lost and/or whether the matter could be dealt with by him granting a lease of part of area to the parish council.  He and the Hon Clerk awaited a response, but would seek to move forward in line with the resolution made at the 200th meeting.  

In addition, the parish council expressed its gratitude to M Runnacles for all the grass-cutting he had done.  It was agreed that it would be unfair on M Runnacles to continue to work on grass cutting for free and that an arrangement should be set up under which M Runnacles should be paid for his work. P Lincoln mentioned that a working party of willing residents would be put together with a view to removing vegetation between the newly-installed hedge plants.  

The Hon Clerk noted an initiative to mark the Queen's Diamond Jubilee with a number of beacons and wondered whether (subject to the landowner's consent) an event could be run on the open space on the relevant date (which he believed was in June 2012).  ACTION: P Lincoln, Hon Clerk.  

SUSTAINABILITY  J Duggan reported that many electors were making use of the ethically-driven supplier, SUMA: the last order that he had co-ordinated was for over £1,000; it was agreed that publicity would be given to SUMA and J Duggan's ordering service at the next village film to be shown in October.  Note that online ordering was available and that the password had changed - it was now, simply: glemham.

He was in touch with the sustainable fishing company, Maximus (based at Friday Street Farm Shop); however, a dedicated freezer was needed before an order could be made as orders had to be of a substantial weight.  

Greener Fram was promoting a "30 miles for 30 days" campaign of food miles.  Apart from three nominated "luxuries" (for example, tea, coffee, wine), one had to consume for at least 30 days food produced no further than 30 miles from Framlingham.  Further details were available on www.greenerfram.co.uk. ACTION: Mrs E Lewis (publicity at film); J Duggan (co-ordination of SUMA order).  

SALC and SACRE  The Chair had attended meetings hosted by both organisations in the summer.  He reported that: (1) he had been informed that the Localism Bill was intended to boost sustainability and to simplify the planning process; (2) Leiston Town Council had managed to get NALC to promote a measure which would obligate a developer of a major scheme to underwrite the cost of local councils obtaining specialist advice on planning issues relating to that scheme; (3) some communities were dealing with the production of detailed parish plans (Stowupland was praised for its work in this respect and its was felt locally that its plan improved community cohesion) but he felt that Great Glemham was a cohesive community already; (4) SALC had agreed to take up (on a representative basis) the complaint made about the Royal Mail service at the 2011 annual meeting - however, details and evidence about failures by the Royal Mail to deliver an appropriate service should still be passed through to him; (5) SCC had asked SALC to be a conduit of information about whether travelling families were settling in the area following eviction from Dale Farm near Basildon with a view to helping district and county councils meet statutory obligations.  There was no interest is pursuing a parish plan.  

HIGHWAYS:  Mrs E Lewis enquired whether parish councillors were aware of faults on roads that were substantial enough to get SCC's attention.  J Duggan reported that on the continuation of Chapel Lane past the entrance to Hall Farm there were some very substantial ruts at the edge of the road.  Although these were located just outside the parish boundaries, they were dangerous and should be reported.  The Hon Clerk reported that the street light on Crown Corner was faulty; note that this was not (unusually) an SCC light.  It was agreed that Mrs E Lewis would contact Richard Webster (richard.webster@suffolk.gov.uk) in the first instance (the Chair had met Mr Webster at a SALC meeting); the Hon Clerk would (if necessary) provide background information as to how the light was installed (it was fixed to a redundant BT pole standing on private land).  Mrs D Minns reported that both (SCC) street lights in the Chapel Lane estate were faulty.  She would pass the asset numbers on to Mrs E Lewis, who would take up the matter with Mr Webster.  ACTION: Mrs E Lewis, Mrs D Minns and (if necessary) the Hon Clerk.
The Hon Clerk reported that he had been contacted by a resident of Low Road about parking of vehicles in the part of Low Road near the village hall.  This reduced visibility for drivers arriving at or leaving from addresses in that section of Low Road and drivers coming through the village on that road.  In addition, a combine harvester had not been able to pass a parked car and had been forced to reverse and turn around.  For these reasons, the resident sought to have yellow lines painted on Low Road.  After some discussion, it was felt that a quicker resolution (and one more suitable for a section of Low Road adjoining the conservation area and containing two listed buildings) could be achieved if the residents of the nine homes in that part of Low Road liaised with and made constructive suggestions about parking to each other and if village hall hirers encouraged their guests to make full use of the village hall car park.  

VACANCIES:  The Hon Clerk reminded parish councillors that there remained a vacancy (he believed that, following the election in May, the parish council was still free to co-opt a new member).  An alternative was to liaise with SCDC with a view to agreeing a membership of 11.  After discussion, it was agreed that publicity would be given to the vacancy at the screening of the village film in October.  ACTION: Mrs E Lewis 
FINANCE AND AUDIT:  The Hon Clerk reported that the audit form had been approved by the external auditors, BDO.  The form was available for inspection and it was resolved that the parish council formally approved the audit.  The present bank balances (to the nearest £) were £2,986 comprising: (1) £360 for maintenance of the war memorial; (2) £137 for upkeep of the K6 kiosk; (3) £673 for plans in relation to the open space; (4) £342 from recycling (£4.15 of this was due to the landowner but the Chair and Hon Clerk had agreed to roll up the landowner's payments as they were so small); (5) £1,474 for general use.  The following payments were approved: (1) £75 plus VAT for BDO's audit fees; (2) £100 for SCDC's election expenses; (3) £166.77 for insurance; (4) the hire fee for the village hall for this meeting at going rates.  All such expenditure was to made from general funds and was in line with the 2011/12 budget.  It was agreed not to continue the parish council's membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks as the Hon Clerk felt that SALC provided him with such advice as was required.  ACTION: Hon Clerk.  

FOOTPATHS:  It was noted that the finger post near Longfields was rotting.  ACTION: P Lincoln to contact SCC accordingly.  

TREES AND HEDGES:  J Duggan reported that the SCDC tree scheme had ended and that there were a number of woodland-related events and activities at the up-coming Woodwose festival.  The parish council agreed to consider supportively the reimbursement of a fee for a course run locally for tree wardens.  

K6 KIOSK:  Mrs N Redman reported that the restoration of the K6 was complete: many people had helped but special thanks were due to Mr Ed Benson, Mr David Lewis and Mr and Mrs Minns.  A childrens' bookswap had been run in the kiosk in the school holidays (and was still continuing in the church).  A postcard art show had been run alongside the church's own art show: this had raised £236.24 in donations, and this amount had been divided equally between the church and the village hall.  Ideas for future events included: a recipe swap; a bookswap for grown ups; and a Macmillan coffee morning.  Mrs E Lewis reported that the kiosk was now featured on Google Maps.  

LOCAL BUSINESSES AND SERVICES:  The Hon Clerk reported that, following the closure of the Crown Inn and the disappearance from the village of the licensee and his partner, he had: (1) arranged with PCSO Thompson for police officers passing through the village to stop and to check the pub and its car park as the empty building may well attract thieves and vandals; (2) sought (so far in vain) to find out the plans of the lenders, Santander (the party that would be most likely to conduct the sale or other disposal of the Crown Inn).  He had also been contacted by Mr Stephen Foster, who ran the carriage rides business in Stratford St Andrew.  Mr Foster desired the parish council to know of his business which was based just outside the village and operated sometimes in the village.  It was agreed that the Hon Clerk would contact Mr Foster to see if he wished his details to be put on the parish council website.  ACTION: Hon Clerk.  

P Lincoln and others were displeased to see road junctions in the village being places at which businesses advertised their services: he referred in particular to placards advertising a local livery business.  Whilst posters for local events (such as village fetes and village hall events) were welcome and showed a "cohesive" community at work, it was agreed that the Hon Clerk would ask businesses using our road network for advertising to desist.  ACTION: Hon Clerk.  

LIBRARY:  (1) A consultation on future dates for the mobile library service had been launched by SCC.  It was agreed that Mrs D Minns should deal with a response having first spoken to the regular users, all of whom she knew.  (2) A member of the public noted that Suffolk Libraries Campaign Network was encouraging residents to sign the government's e-petition (note that issues that receive over 100,000 signatures will be debated in Parliament.  The link is: http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/1269.  ACTION: Mrs D Minns.  

WEBSITE:  Mrs D Minns gave permission for her details to be added to the site.  The Hon Clerk agreed to pass to Mrs R Lincoln (who had taken over managing the website from Mr P Lincoln) contact details of District Councillor G Peck.  The Hon Clerk would also seek Jason Gathorne-Hardy's permission for the posting on the website of his "then" and "now" photographs of The Street.  ACTION: Hon Clerk.
MP:  Mr J Duggan agreed to sign up with the service offered by Dr Daniel Poulter to parish councils (www.intouchwithdan.org) having been advised by the Hon Clerk that it was intended to allow Dr Poulter to communicate with J Duggan (as "an important member of the community") and not vice versa.  ACTION: J Duggan.  

TRANSPORT:  The Hon Clerk reported that the elector he had been assisting with efforts to reinstate a weekly shoppers' bus to Ipswich had had a letter about the proposed service published in today's East Anglian Daily Times.  He had also had complaints from an elector about the Loes (DialARide) service: the telephone had not been answered and messages left had not been returned.  He would inform SCC (which supervised the service) of the issues.  ACTION: Hon Clerk.  

YOUTH:  The Go With the Flow Youth Bus had visited Marlesford earlier in the week.  Young people aged 13 to 19 in the village were welcome, subject to paying a £2 entry fee.  It was agreed that Mrs D Minns (who lived close to a number of 13 to 19 year olds) would publicise the upcoming visits of the bus to Marlesford and that the Hon Clerk would set up an arrangement under which, for a trial period, the parish council would pay the entry fees of Great Glemham residents using the bus out of funds generated by the materials left at the recycling facilities.  ACTION: Mrs D Minns, Hon Clerk.  

[Hon Clerk's note: SCC and other bodies have set up a dial-a-ride service for teenagers for use between 7pm and 11pm on Fridays and Saturdays.  The charges are similar to normal services (for example, a return trip from Framlingham to Aldeburgh cost £4.70).  The telephone number is 01728 635939 and details are available from: www.onesuffolk.co.uk/SuffolkCoastalLSP/youngpeople.]

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  

Waste collection days: These were due to change from 26 September.

Publicity:  The Hon Clerk proposed to put up on the village hall notice board after each meeting a note summarising the action points agreed at that meeting.  This would give publicity to the parish council's efforts and enhance the parish council's accountability.   

SCDC's parking charges:  These were set to increase further in many areas.  In addition SCDC was to tighten up its cancellation policies.

SCC budget consultation:  This had been launched but it was not really in a format suitable for groups as it asked for ratings of the importance to each SCC service.  The Hon Clerk suggested that anyone wishing to take part filled in his or her own form.  

Archive group:  The display cabinet had been purchased using the donations from several sources (note that the parish council had contributed) had now been finished and delivered to the church.

Catchment areas of Framlingham Schools:  An elector was concerned that the further expansion of Framlingham (note especially the proposed re-development of the former Bibby site in Station Road) and the conversion of the Thomas Mills (secondary) school into an academy would lead to Great Glemham ceasing to remain part of the catchment area for either or both of the primary or the secondary schools.  It was understood that, when the village school closed in the 1970s, a commitment was given that children from Great Glemham could attend schools in Framlingham.  After discussion, it was agreed that the Hon Clerk would write to the headteachers of both Framlingham schools seeking clarification: he would be assisted in this respect by D McIver; copies of the letters would be sent to Dr Daniel Poulter MP.  ACTION: Hon Clerk and D McIver.  

NEXT MEETING: The 202nd meeting is to take place at 7pm on 25 November 2011 in the village hall.  

Meeting closed at 9:25pm  NA Redman, Hon Clerk
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