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Boyton Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE BOYTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 27th MARCH 2007.
1.
PRESENT:
Keith Lilley


Parish Councillor (Chair)

Dr Fred Stentiford

Parish Councillor (Responsible Finance Officer)
Nicola Cassy


Parish Councillor
Allan Hall


Parish Clerk

Rhona Sturrock


Suffolk Coastal District Councillor (Hollesley with Eyke)
RESIDENTS PRESENT
Michael Beattie
2. APOLOGIES:

James Greenwell

Parish Councillor
Elizabeth Lansdowne

Parish Councillor
Rosemary Clark
e

Suffolk 
County Councillor (Wilford Division)
Pc Andy Warne


Community Police Officer, Suffolk Constabulary
3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
4.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING (30/01/2007)



These were accepted as a true record, and signed by the Chair.
5.
MATTERS ARISING
· The clerk confirmed negotiations are continuing with SCC Highways regarding the re-erection of the Neighbourhood Watch Sign opposite Wash Cottage.
Action: Clerk
· A reply has been received from the Charity Commission regarding the lease for the Village Hall. This will be referred to Garth Pollard for clarification and advice as to the next step,
Action:  KL/FS
· A letter has been received from a resident concerning the cutting of the roadside hedge opposite The Old School (para. 12.4 of the 30/01/2007 minutes refers). The Clerk agreed to raise the matter with James Greenwell.



Action:  Clerk
· The Clerk advised that there had been no take-up of the offer to circulate electronically items of interest received from Local Authorities, Focus Groups, etc. It was agreed that this will be raised at the Annual Parish Meeting, and that the offer will be repeated in ‘Village Voices’ when these minutes are published.


Action: Clerk
6. SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Rosemary Clarke had sent a report, a full transcript of which is shown at annex A.
7. SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Rhona Sturrock advised that the SCDC had achieved Beacon Status for recycling; the performance level being above the general country average.

The Audit Commission had graded the SCDC performance at Level 3 – ‘Performing Well’.

The SCDC element of the 2007/2008 Council Tax showed in increase of 2.93%, the County element an increase of 4.5%, and the Police element an increase of 4.95%.

Boyton remains linked to Hollesley for ‘Sport Space’ allocations, on the basis that there are no sports spaces in Boyton, but are independent as far as ‘Play Space’ allocations are concerned.
8. SUFFOLK CONSTABULARY REPORT

Pc Andy Warne sent a report which advised there had been no crimes reported in Boyton since the last meeting. Boyton and the surrounding area now have a dedicated Community Support Officer, TERRY BARROW. There is no further news regarding the police station at Sutton Heath at this time.

9. FINANCIAL REPORT
Two cheques were approved for payment:



PCC (hire of room) 


- 
£10.00

Suffolk ACRE Membership

-
£20.00

The Parish Council Accounts will shortly be submitted to Messrs Lubbock Fine.
10. PLANNING APPLICATIONS SINCE THE LAST MEETING

The Clerk informed the meeting the application for an extension to ‘Molehill’ was approved by SCDC on 12 January, but that he was not advised of this until early February.
There had been no applications made since the last meeting.

11. PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS
The Clerk issued the nomination forms to those Councillors present, and reiterated that completed form must be received by the Returning Officer by Noon on 4th APRIL 2007. He confirmed that documents had been issued to the two Councillors who had been unable to attend this meeting, and that a notice had been placed on the notice board advising other prospective candidates that nomination forms could either be obtained from him, or direct from SCDC.

12. COUNTY COUNCILLOR’ LOCALITY BUDGET

The Treasurer confirmed that an allocation of £500 had been received, and that action is in hand to make the required purchases.

13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

· Nicola Cassy commented that the closure of the C889 for re-surfacing would increase the traffic through the village for a short time, and that additional care would be needed.
· The ‘BOYTON’ sign from the Woodbridge end of the village seems to have been removed. The clerk will make enquiries of SCC Highways.

Action: Clerk
· Members confirmed that they had seen the Suffolk Coastal Local Development Framework, and some had left their comments with the document, The Chairman and Clerk will draw up a composite reply from these comments.

· The Chairman had attended a ‘Tree Warden Course’ in connection with the Woodland Heritage Champion Project, and gave a brief report. He undertook to research the background of local historic woodland.
· There was discussion around the relationship between the Mary Warner Home Management and the Village, and it was agreed that the MWH Trustee representative, Val Richards, should be invited to attend Parish Council meetings.
14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held on TUESDAY 15th MAy 2007 at 7.30pm, and will be followed at 8.00pm by the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING.
ANNEX A
REPORT TO PARISH COUNCILS

March 2007 

As you will know, at its meeting on 22 February, the County Council voted to adopt a 4.5% increase in Council Tax.  This is a higher increase than the Administration would have liked but, in view of the very difficult financial situation, there was no other option if the current level of services was to be maintained.

Efficiency savings of £24 million were achieved in 2005-06 and the budget for 2006-07 indicates savings of £22 million will have to be made.  It is forecast that this financial situation will continue into the foreseeable future as local authorities (not just Suffolk) continue to be under-funded by central Government.

The County Council has recently gained a “top four star and improving well” rating for its overall performance by the Audit Commission.  This puts Suffolk County Council into the top third of County Councils in England and Wales and is an advance on its “3 start and improving well” rating for 2005..

At its meeting on 22 March and after a four hour long debate, the County Council voted to proceed to the second stage of the Schools Organisation Review.  This is a comprehensive review of education for the coming decades for all children in Suffolk and many issues are involved although, as you will have seen from the media, the main focus of attention was the implementation of the two-tier system across Suffolk.    This does not affect our area as we are already within the two-tier system, with children moving from primary to secondary school 

Suffolk Police Authority has set the increase in the Constabulary precept at 4.95%, with efficiency savings of 1.5% being identified by the Constabulary.  This is a higher increase than had been hoped and is mainly due to the cost of the major murder investigations.  The Home Office has confirmed that extra funding will come to Suffolk to support this cost, but the Authority will have to contribute £1 million from its reserves.

As you have been informed, the Safer Neighbourhood Teams in the Suffolk Coastal area started work on 19 March, with the formal launch at Ufford Park on 27 March.  Representatives of all Parish Councils have been invited to attend this launch, where they will have the opportunity to meet members of their local Team and to speak to Chief Inspector Terry Byford, our District Commander.  Chief Inspector Byford hopes that the mobile police station will continue to visit villages for the time being and it will be staffed by members of the Safer Neighbourhood Team.

Parts of Wilford Division have been in the restriction zone during the recent outbreak of avian flu at Holton.  The partnership of Suffolk County Council (Trading Standards), police and DEFRA worked efficiently and promptly as soon as the flu strain was identified.  

Parish Councils will have received leaflets setting out the proposed new routes for the SCC mobile libraries.  The aim is to cut down the vehicles’ driving times and increase the stopping times.  Leaflets will be available on the mobile library vehicles and it would be greatly appreciated if Parish Councils could give as much publicity as possible, encouraging people to send their views to the County Council.  I have extra leaflets should you require them.

A seminar concerning the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games was recently held in Ipswich, attended by County and District Councillors, local businesses and sports and health organisations.  The main speakers were Essex County Councillor Stephen Castle, who is Chairman of the Nations and Regions East group (the organisation responsible for all aspects of Olympic activity in the East of England), and Chris Holmes MBE, Britain’s most successful Paralympic swimmer ever, winning nine gold medals (six at the Barcelona Games).  Chris lost his sight overnight at the age of only 14 and his talk was inspirational.

Two important issues were considered: how the Games can contribute to the health and wellbeing of all Suffolk residents and how Suffolk can benefit financially from the large number of tourists who will visit the UK for the London Games.  We are only an hour away from Stratford and every effort will be made, starting now, to encourage visitors to come to Suffolk.  We are asked to consider how we might wish to contribute to the Games: volunteering in sport and culture, keeping our environment green and sustainable, supporting young athletes in the County in some way as a business, community or individually.  A website will be set up shortly should we wish to pledge our help in any way.  

I also attended a seminar on carbon reduction, organised by CRed (www.cred-uk.org/Suffolk - a website well worth visiting!).  Climate change has been a matter of concern for a number of years as scientific knowledge has increased and the change effects are seen in the environment.  People are now becoming more aware of the links between their every day behaviour and the climate, for example their energy use and car travel.  Effects of climate change in East Anglia are likely to include an increase in mean annual temperatures, an increase in annual rainfall, sea level rise and an increase in storm surges leading to increased localised flooding.

The Community Carbon Reduction Scheme (CRed) was launched by the Government’s Chief Scientist, Sir David King.  CRed Suffolk wants householders and local business to get involved to make their own personal pledges to help reduce their CO2 emission and to help save energy (www.cred-uk.org/SubCredHome.aspx?intCredID=2).  A local example of making energy saving pledges is the success of the scheme “Save Your Energy for the Blues” organised by Ipswich Town Football Club in partnership with CRed Suffolk.

Doing nothing is no longer an option: we can all help by using energy-saving light bulbs and not leaving televisions and computers on standby.  Further information on saving energy in the home is available on the Energy Savings Trust Advice Centre East Anglia website, which can provide free and impartial advice on grants available to improve loft and cavity wall insulation, how to save energy in the home, etc.

The point was made by the seminar speakers that we also have to consider sources of energy for the future.  North Sea gas will run out and we cannot rely on fuel supplies from politically unstable Eastern European countries (you will recall that Russia recently cut off supplies to Ukraine).  Coal-burning power stations can no longer be considered.  Nuclear energy is seen as the cleanest, most environmentally friendly way to generate electricity (although there is of course the matter of waste disposal), complemented by sustainable sources such as wind power.

May I commend to you the excellent documentary “An Inconvenient Truth” with Al Gore, available on DVD from your local library.  Thought-provoking!

At its meeting on 6 March, the County Council’s Cabinet considered a paper (CO7/14) entitled “Suffolk, creating the greenest county”, which is interesting reading.  This paper can be accessed on the County Council’s website.
Please accept my apologies for not being at your meeting.  If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to get in touch with me.

Rosie Clarke

boytonpc@aol.com
www.onesuffolk.co.uk/boytonpc
boytonpc@aol.com
www.onesuffolk.co.uk/boytonpc

