 








  DRAFT UNTIL SIGNED
SYLEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of a meeting held on Wednesday 10th March 2010 at Syleham & Wingfield Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Present:

Miss J Cripps, Mrs G Elsden, Mr M Flounders, Mr J Leader (Chairman), Mr G Lewis, 

Mr C Revell

Attending:
Mrs M Lewis (Clerk), District C’llor Gibson-Harries (part time), one local resident
Apologies:
Accepted from Major Napier

560.      
 No personal interest was recorded.

561.
Public Forum

Mrs Gibson Harries said that Council Tax would rise by 2.5%, or about 7p/week for a Band D 
property.  Thornham Walks would be staying open and receiving £10,000 this year.  Wingfield 
Barns would receive a one-off allocation of £125,000 and would then need to stand alone; 
licences have been issued for use of the car park and there is local concern about the future 
availability of this land.  There is a Ward Community Chest available and applications for 
funding should be made to Tom Barker.  Hartismere Hospital is slowly overcoming technical 
and legal hurdles: a health centre should open first, followed by a 60-bed in patient unit.

Mrs Gibson-Harries undertook to obtain contact details about a local oil purchasing group 
and also emergency services magnets.
562.
Minutes of the meeting held on 13th January 2010 (previously circulated) were confirmed 
and signed as a correct record.
563.
Arising

a)
(Minute 547b) Mr Revell would follow up the repair of the notice board when the handyman 
concerned returned home.

b)
(Minute 548) Mr Flounders reported that the transport had been distributed and interest had 
been shown.

c)
(Minute 552e)  The Clerk reported that the personal contributions to Harleston car park had 
been gratefully acknowledged.

d)
(Minute 556)  The Clerk reported that the loca Safer Neighbourhood Team would be holding 
a meeting in Syleham on 14th April and Councillors agreed to support this event.

564.
Planning  - There were no local applications and there had been no comment raised about 
the proposed wind turbines at Eye Airfield. Mr Flounders reported that he had asked the 
contractors to repair the road edges opposite the new bungalow in Hoxne Road.
565.
Parish Plan –
a)
Recycling facility – Miss Cripps had drafted a questionnaire but it was agreed to delay 
distribution until after the next Parish Council meeting.  Suffolk Acre had offered use of their 
software at a cost of £25, plus 75p/copy.  Meanwhile, Mrs Lewis would contact 
the Diocese, 
as freehold owners of the hall and road frontage and, if possible, the Hall Management 
Committee would be consulted, although their next meeting would be after the Parish 
Council’s.   The local resident present expressed support for the scheme.  
b)
Footpath survey – there had been no response to the note in Village Voice and further 
advertisement was needed.
c)
Miss Cripps said that a letter from the Parish Council was needed to assist in signing off the 
finances of the Parish Plan Steering Group.  The Clerk would liaise with David Jenvey.

566.
Preparation for winter – it was agreed that the Parish Council should investigate the purchase 
and funding of two small grit bins (to be sited at the junction of Wingfield Road and Hoxne 
Road and on Black Horse Hill), and also compile a list of named volunteers for snow 
clearance.  This item to be kept on the agenda for future meetings.

567.
Correspondence was noted as follows -
a)
Harleston Town Plan ‘Have your say’:  posters had been put on the notice board and 
councillors were encouraged to complete the cards.
b)
Suffolk County Council energy challenge drew attention to meters available from the mobile 
library.

c)
A letter from South Norfolk Council about their gypsy and traveler development plan was 
noted.
d)
Numerous other items would be circulated in the reading file.

568.
Finance
a)
A report from the Clerk was noted – the balance of funds at end of February was £925.73 
with a standing order of £165 due. 
b)
There were no payments due

569.
Parish Clerk Watch – Regular warnings had been received on various issues.
570.
Age Concern – Mrs Elsden drew attention to the Care Quality Commission to which appeal 
could be made by people unhappy with service from independent carers.  This information 
with the telephone number would be put in Village Voice.  Councillors were pleased to note 
that Mrs Elsden had been been awarded an Age Concern certificate in recognition of her 
work.
571.
Neighbourhood Watch  - nothing to report.   

572.
Emergency Planning – no report.
573.
Councillors’ questions, information or requests – Mr Lewis asked whether damaged or 
missing highway signs should be replaced and this is to be considered at the next meeting.

574.
Date of next meeting confirmed as Wednesday 12th May 2010, when the Annual Parish 
Meeting at 7.30pm will be followed by the Parish Council’s Annual Meeting.  
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15 pm.



Chairman ………………………………………………..    Date …………………………..
