Minutes of the meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 14th September 2010 at 7.00pm at the Worlingham Middle School.

Councillors Present

Cllr Culyer - Chairman, Cllr Hammond – Fox, Cllr Knights (arrived 7.30pm), Cllr Pike, Cllr Robbins, Cllr Rogers. 
Also Present;

Mrs Beevor – Clerk.   
7 Members of the public.
PCSO Le Surf.

Sam Kenward – UK youth party. 

Sam Kenward gave a short presentation about the work that he gets involved with as the representative on the UK Youth Parliament for Suffolk, to which he was elected in April 2010.  He is presently trying to assess the needs of the local young people with regards to many issues including open space and parks. Acknowledges that there will need to be government cuts but that it is important to keep the standard of parks high. Sam advised that there is also a need for School Councils to press hard for what they want. 

Sam told those present that he is working with Beccles Town Council on anti social behaviour issues and has worked on the skate park project and liaised with the Beccles SNT. 

Questions were taken by Sam from those present.  

More information can be found on the Suffolk Youth website

Agenda

1) Apologies for absence.

Cllr Cossey, Cllr Holman. 
1a) Declarations of Interest

Cllr Rogers declared a personal interest in items relating to SORR. 
Cllr Robbins declared a personal interest in matters concerning the governing body of Worlingham Middle School. 

Cllr Culyer declared an interest in matters relating to the youth club.  
Cllr Robbins declared a personal interest in the planning application relating to Worlingham Manor 
2) To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 13th July 2010.

On the proposal of Cllr Culyer, seconded by Cllr Rogers, the minutes were agreed by all. Chairman to sign.

Meeting opened to the public.
a) Report from police.
Report from police received. 

There had been 8 crimes reported since 1st August 2010 which included;  interference with a motor vehicle at Hillside Close on 2nd August which  is presently undetected, theft of a cat scarer from Janet Hadenham Close between 1st – 3rd August,   cycle theft on 6th Aug, burglary at Worlingham Middle School on 12/ 13 Aug when the shed was broken into and emulsion was sprayed onto the play ground, 28th Aug there was a theft of a pedal cycle from Coplestone Close, and in September there was an assault on Lowestoft Road.  
PCSO Le Surf advised that there had been no issues reported at Bluebell Way. 

Nest SNT meeting is 15th October 2010 at 4pm at Beccles Town Hall. PCSO Le Surf advised that this is a public meeting and that if any member of the public wants issues brought up as a police priority it is vital that they attend this meeting. 

Police Station opening hours – consultation was completed by members of the public re the proposed new opening hours for Beccles Police Station. The majority of responses wanted a later evening included i.e. 10.30am – 6.30pm. However the decision has been taken at force level that the station will open 9am – 5pm. The station will also close for lunch from 1pm – 2pm for at least the next few weeks due to staff shortages. 

Parish council will write and express disappointment that the views of the majority locally were not taken into account.   

There were no questions for the police. 
b) Report from SCC

No report available. 
c) Report from WDC.

No report.  
A member of the public advised that he had been in touch with Cllr K Sale regarding a local planning matter.    Cllr Sale had advised the resident that he would attend parish council meetings if we wished to invite him. The clerk advised that an agenda was always sent to the WDC and SCC Councillors, and that they are invited to produce a written report if they cannot attend in person. 

The monitoring officer at WDC has offered to write to WDC councillors reminding them of the importance of their relationship with towns and parishes.    
d) Items from members of the public. 

A member of the public spoke about the planning application that has been submitted for alterations at 12 Broadland Close - the resident is concerned that this may be being sought to accommodate a business venture. 

Cllr Culyer and Cllr Rogers have carried out a site visit. They advised council that there could be highways issues as the road are very narrow and that there are 2 tight bends. 
Mr Coulson advised council that he is still willing to paint the bus shelter at Kempton Cross with Cllr Punt as per previous minutes. 

Meeting closed to public contribution.  
3). Chairman’s Report 
a) Communications
Councillor vacancy – no one has applied at present. 
b) Garden Competition 

The standard this year had been extremely high. The winners were Mr and Mrs Boothby and the runner up was a lady at Janet Haddenham Close. 

Discussion has taken place with the entrants to see if they would enter again next year and whether they would be happy to open their gardens for members of the pubic to view too. The majority advised that they would be pleased to do this.   
c) Good Neighbour Scheme – Mr Coulson has spoken with Suffolk Acre who advise that there really needs to be 6 volunteers willing to sit on a committee to enable the scheme to get off the ground. Worlingham has a pool of 16 volunteer helpers but there are presently not 6 people who would be willing to be on an Executive Cttee. 

However Mr Coulson advises that there is a Beccles and Lowestoft Volunteer Centre who advertise in the WDC office. Mr Coulson has contacted them and is waiting for a reply. There may however be scope for the volunteers to assist in Worlingham, through the Beccles Scheme.

Cllr Rogers provided alternative contact details and Mr Coulson will report back to the next meeting. 
d) Memorial bench for Roger Burgess – this was ‘officially’ opened during the summer. It was noted that the bench may need varnishing before the winter. 

PCSO Le Surf left at 7.35pm. 

e) Council Tax Consultation – clerk advised council that a response had been sent as per the SALC suggestions.  
4) Clerks Report and Correspondence. 
Re bus shelter – it was agreed that WDC would be asked to clean out the brick bus shelter at a cost of £75 and that the shelter would then be painted by the volunteers. On an ongoing basis Cllr Rogers offered to look after the bus shelter on her side of the road. Volunteers will again be sought to tidy the brick shelter and the one at the bottom of Garden Lane.  
Insight – there had been no edition in August as there had been no parish council meeting.    
Letter received from SCC advising that the proposed zebra crossing on the Lowestoft Road is likely to be installed during half term. 

Phone kiosk Rectory Lane – there is no plans to remove this at present as BT confirm that it is used on a regular basis. 

Beccles Moot meeting is on 16th Nov at 9.30am – clerk to attend. 

Halesworth T C has invited councillors to attend their civic reception for the Arts Festival – Cllr Robbins and guest will attend. 

Footpath at Cherry Hill Close/ Woodland Ave – SCC advise that this is not a footpath or on their highways maps. Contact to be made with EDF to see if they are responsible for the pathway. 

A resident in Marsh Lane has volunteered to reseed the verges in Marsh Lane again.   Approx 4 kilos grass seed required. It was resolved by all that Cllr Rogers could obtain this on behalf of the parish council. 

The Communities Secretary advises that streets should be made tidier and safer. SALC advise that this government policy may impact on local councils wishing to have such things as vehicle activated road signs. 

Letter from SCC advising of a proposed conversion of the footpath between Cherry Hill Close and Paddocks Green into a cycle track to join with the rest of the cycle tracks in the area.          

5). Feedback from meetings attended. 

a) SORR-Relief Road - Cllr Rogers advised that SCC are doing the preliminary works and that the matter is still progressing. However Lowestoft is also in need of its 3rd river crossing and the 2 schemes are in competition with each other as there is a lack of funding to be able to do both. 

Cllr Pike asked that Council write to SCC to request details of the criteria that will be used to assess the priority need, and to find out how the decision will be made.  

Cllr Rogers advised that for the request for the relief road to have any chance of success, the matter must be raised at every available opportunity.     
Cllr Rogers advised that SORR are also pushing hard on vehicle licensing.  

b) SNT – Cllr Rogers advised that there were no Worlingham priority issues this month.  

Beccles T C has a working party looking at traffic issues – Cllr Rogers has requested that Worlingham P C be kept informed. 

c) Open space and play areas – Cllr Rogers and Cllr Hammond-Fox have gathered information regarding an outside gym – possible location being suggested is All Saints Green. WDC initially would not object to this as a venue.  
Other possibilities include Middle School site if more land could be obtained – but there are parking issues for this venue. 
WDC are dealing with the responses received to the proposed improvements at Werels Loke play area and are responding to the residents who raised queries. 

WDC are coming for a walk around the village on 24th September 2010 to consider items that need actioning. Councillors were invited.       

d) WCF – Funding surgery was held on 13th September 2010. Cllr Rogers attended. 
Cllr Rogers has been invited to join the Disability Forum as they are presently looking for a representative from this area. All agreed that Cllr Rogers could represent Council at these meetings. 

e) Councillor Surgery – no issues raised. 

f) Salc - No report

g) Other courses – no other matters to report. 

6)) Planning applications. 
DC/10/1010/FUL and DC/10/1011/LBC – Conversion of outbuildings to family annexe accommodation including dormer window at Worlingham Manor, College Lane by Mr and Mrs Mason – This application was approved by a majority. 

DC/10/1093/FUL – Construction of a single storey front extension and side extension to create double garage at 12 Broadland Close by Mr G Risebrow – After full discussion this was refused on the basis that it would be detrimental to the street scene. 

BA/2010/0266/ful – Alterations and extensions to existing cottage Crossing Cottage, Marsh Lane – after full discussion this was approved by all. 

DC/10/1055/TPO – 19 Marsh Lane by Roots Tree and Garden Services – after discussion this was approved by all. 

DC/10/0935/ful – Installation of air source heat pump on new dwelling at land to rear of 21 Hillside Ave by Mr K Cooke – after full discussion Council commented that they had insufficient knowledge about the air source heat pump to make a decision.  

DC/10/0916/FUL –Construction of a rear conservatory at  Wendy Lodge, 1 Lowestoft Road, by Ms J Block  – After full discussion this was approved by all.   

7) Finance
a) Grants and Donation requests 

Council were advised that some 12 months ago the youth club had asked for some funding that was then not drawn down. Youth club are now requesting a donation of £1200 to assist in the costs of paying for a youth worker who is helping with the youth club. 

Cllr Culyer left the meeting    

Full discussion took place regarding the youth club request. The youth club need a paid worker to carry out some of the responsibilities that are required. More volunteers are still needed to help keep the youth club running. Xmas disco is to be held to help raise funds. Youth club members now pay a fee to come along. The Sports Hall at Worlingham Middle School is the venue for the youth club which is extremely well attended. It was resolved by all to provide funding of £1200 for the youth club. 

Cllr Culyer returned to the meeting.       

a) Authorisation of cheques for payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. These were read out to the Council meeting. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made.  

b) Insurance – it was agreed by all that the insurance of assets could be index linked as per the proposal of the insurers. Insurers to be notified. 

c) Fidelity Insurance – after discussion it was resolved by all to increase the Fidelity cover to the balance of the accounts. All agreed. Insurers to be notified. 

d) f) External Audit – Council were advised of the letter received from BDO advising of the alterations that were required to the figures within the annual return. Council considered the alterations being requested. It was resolved by all to approve the amended annual return and for the Chairman and Clerk to sign the required documentation.  
8) Matters Arising not dealt with in agenda and questions/ matters for a future agenda. 
Youth club were asked if they could consider having a shed at the school to store equipment in rather than using school space. 
16)) Date of next meeting. 
Tuesday 12th October 2010 at 7.00pm at the Middle School. 
Cllr Knights sent apologies in advance of this meeting. 
Meeting closed 9.15pm. 

Chairman ……………………………     
Dated……………………….    
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