DRAFT

WICKHAM SKEITH PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting Monday 14th November  2005
 in Wickham Skeith Village Hall

Those present :
 J Homan (Chair)
D Trinchero
J  Ede ( Clerk)





        
N Merriam

J  Medlock



S Sparrow

B Kemp



Also present :     A. Stringer ( MSDC Councillor)



 J Clover  ( SCC Councillor)



 3 Members of the public

.
Item 1--  Apologies for absence – C Wright, PC B Abbott

Item 2 – Approval of the Minutes of the last meeting 

Meeting of 12th September 2005, 

Planning meetings of 13th  October 2005, 27th October 2005

Draft copies had been circulated to all Councillors. The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

Item 3 – Update on current issues
i) Highway issues – Erosion or verges and deterioration of road edges. SCC have assessed the problem areas and will take appropriate action

ii) Grimmer weed growth – Sue Hooton from SCC Countryside Service has Advised that action should be taken to reduce the reeds in the Grimmer. Within 5 years they could be excessive. Grants are available to help with this work. A list of potential contractors has been supplied. N Merriam will investigate and report back to the next meeting.

iii) Grass cutting Village Green – MSDC have quoted £583 + VAT for a grass cutting season. N Merriam and G Homan will discuss options and report back to the next meeting.

iv) Footpath 27 – SCC are trying to confirm dates for the Public Inquiry. Mid 2006 seems the most likely time.

Item 4 – Village Forum : Open session for Villagers


No issues have been raised for this meeting.

Item 5 -- Finance 

i) B Kemp presented an update on the financial situation as of 12th November 2005. Current Parish Council funds are:

£1269.59   +  £600 (election provision)

ii) There are no payments due 
iii) Locality Grant from SCC – This will be about £360. It was agreed that this will be allocated to the Lunch Club “cooker fund” and the VH “Toilet block fund”. The Parish Council and the Village Hall Committee will agree the relative amounts for each project. J Clover will arrange for a cheque to be sent to the Parish Council

iv) Donation to Village Hall toilet project – The Clerk explained the current situation. The project was programmed to be done during March 2006. In January 2006 the financial position of the project will be clear as all potential grant applications will have been decided. The Parish Council will make a donation to the project and the exact amount will be confirmed at the next meeting.

v) A provisional budget for 2006/2007 was presented to the meeting. The annual precept will be decided in January 2006.

Item 8 – Housing 

The meeting with MSDC and Suffolk ACRE to discuss an affordable housing project was discussed. It was agreed unanimously that a small group (JH,JM,NM) would consider possible locations for a new project in the village.

(since the meeting the group has been changed to J Medlock/B Kemp).

A Stringer suggested that contact be made directly with Orwell Housing Assoc. and HASTO.

 Suffolk ACRE will be asked for contacts at these Housing Associations so that discussions can be initiated. There is a two year cycle in the funding process and the new cycle is just starting. The Housing NMinutes November 2005 (normal).doceeds survey has a life of 2years it may be necessary to renew the exercise.

Item 9 -- Planning

i)
Applications notified by MSDC

· O/L on land adjacent to Skeith House: This application has been referred back to the applicant as some of the documentation is invalid.

ii) Concern was expressed about the fence constructed in The Entry on the boundary of Skeith House as this is in the conservation area. The Planning Department will be asked to comment.

iii) Construction has started at No.3 Grange Rd. Formal notification of approval has not been received by the Parish Council : A Stringer will check. ( since the meeting formal approval has now been received).

iv) The application on land adjacent to ‘Martindale’ has now been registered at MSDC. It is identical to that discussed at the meeting on 13th October 2005. MSDC will be advised of the Parish Councils recommendations.

v) Stake Holders Forum held by MSDC attended by J Homan – the notes of this meeting have been circulated to all Councillors. Pre-application discussions by the applicants with PC, Planning Officers and other bodies will be encouraged. Leaflets on new guidelines will be produced by MSDC.

.

Item 10  -- Reports  

A Stringer – MSDC


A new Customer Service Direct office has opened in Eye.

Planning policies on travellers sites are under discussion at MSDC, limited progress has been made, the Liaison Officer is on long term sick leave.

Twin Bins – there is some confusion as to acceptability of materials for the re-cycling bin. MSDC will clarify.

A ‘tree risk’ survey is being carried out, there are possibly a number of trees in the district that may be a hazard.

The Green Party will have some more trees for distribution soon.

J Clover – SCC 

Local Authorities are saving money but the Council Tax will still rise. Government 

grants to LA’s are reducing and/or are based on out of date per capita figures. The

 population of Suffolk is increasing.

PCTs are reducing services and it is likely that SCC will be required to increase 

their services. Discussions continue.

Community police officers have been trained to use ‘hand held’ speed guns. This will increase the resource available to monitor traffic.

A140 – the consultation exercise on the changes on the A140 is nearing completion. The results will be discussed in December.

The restructuring of the Police forces will happen, the details are not yet agreed.

PC B Abbott – not available to attend meeting; written report attached

Parish Councillors

Nothing to report

Item 11 – AOB 

i) A branch has partially broken off a tree on the Green. N Merriam will attend to this.

ii) Countryside Access – a new act came into effect in Suffolk recently. There are only two small areas of common land in Wickham Skeith. The Knoll triangle and a narrow strip of land on the western side of Cotton Lane.

iii) The Electoral review has recommended that the number of Parish Councillors for Wickham Skeith remain at seven.

.



Meeting closed at 9.40 pm

Signed as a true record of the meeting

The next meeting will be on Monday 9th January 2006  at  8 pm

