The Phoenix Club of Felixstowe








      Club Rules
Dating Agency
The Phoenix Club is not a Dating Agency or Marriage Bureau. We do not arrange any matches, although often couples meet through the club; indeed members marrying may remain members of the club as they have so many friends here. By attending the various events in the 
programme you will get to know other members and make new friends; more especially other members will get to know you.

 
Marriage
Married members may only remain in the club if they and their spouse are members of either The Phoenix Club or an associated D&S Club.  A limit of 20% of the total membership are permitted to be married.  Married members become associate members and are not eligible to attend singles events unless they are a committee member or helper on duty.

 

Single Members
A limit of 20% is placed on single members that have never married.

 

Age Limit
There is no age limit placed on membership other than the legal age for marriage/divorce but the majority of members are 40+.  A breakdown of members by age band is available from the membership secretary.  In the event of a member being under 18 they would not be permitted to attend dances.

 

B & G
Bottle & Glass- bring your own drink. At most social events, such as club nights, coffee, tea & nibbles are provided.  At functions where there is NO BAR you will be permitted to take your own drink and food.

 

Behaviour   
Club members are expected to be well behaved at all times. Behaviour which may bring the club into disrepute, or a criminal conviction, may result in suspension or termination of membership with no refund. The same goes for gossip about other members. See Disciplinary Procedure
 

Cameras    
Should not be used at club events without the agreement of other members.

 

Children  
May not attend events unless the programme states they can.

 

Committee       If  you  wish  to  attend  a  committee  meeting  please  advise  a committee member ASAP.  If you require an issue 
Meetings 
raised please notify the committee in advance to enable them to have the information at hand to answer your query 


and respond promptly; alternatively you can write via the Secretary.

 

Confidentiality Members are known by their forename only. Only the membership secretaries will have a record of your full name, address and personal details. If you wish another member to know your address or telephone number it is up to you to pass it on.

 

Constitution
The Phoenix Club is run in accordance with its Constitution & Rules, There is an Annual General Meeting (AGM) at which officers are elected, and committee & other club-related matters are decided.

 

Costs
See guidelines on charges overleaf
Dances
 The dress code must be adhered to for dances.  Failure to dress appropriately will lead to you (or your guest) being refused entry to the dance. See Dress (Dances)


Membership Cards must be shown at all dances (and at other events on request) so keep your card with you at all events. 

 


No eating or drinking on the dance floor please.  In accordance with current legislation, smoking is not permitted at any public venue.

 


Refusal - You are requested not to refuse anyone a dance for the first time they ask you - it can ruin a person's confidence. Only one dance is necessary.

 


Guests must be signed in by a Phoenix Club or other D&S Member.  Members are responsible for any Guests they sign in.

Disciplinary


Action
See Disciplinary Procedure in this booklet
 

Dress (Dances)
Smart casual clothes should be worn - avoid jeans, trainers, shorts, sportswear & stiletto heels - except where the 
programme invites fancy dress or other themes.  For Barn Dances and Country & Western evenings denim/trainers are acceptable attire.

 

Dress (Other)
Casual clothing is acceptable at other club events but please ensure your dress is not likely to cause offence.  E.g. beachwear is unsuitable for coffee evenings.  A committee member can provide guidance.

 

Membership 
Membership runs from 1st March to last day in February each year.  Membership fees are stated in the costs section of this booklet. Membership cards remain the property of the club.

 

Guests  
Guests may be signed in by a Phoenix Club or other D&S club member to dances and pay the guest rate.  Guests are expected to abide by the dress code for dances.

 


Please contact a committee member if you wish to bring a guest to a coffee evening, party, barbecue etc as permission needs to be obtained from the host.

 

Newsletter
A monthly newsletter is provided for members.  It should remain confidential as it contains addresses of some members. A separate Guest Newsletter is available for prospective members and guests from other clubs.  Contact any committee member if you require one for a friend.

 

Promotion of
To avoid complaints from members, please refrain from promoting non D&S events during club functions unless agreed by the committee as it can upset those inadvertently not asked.  Events requiring tickets must be agreed at a committee meeting before being promoted.  If space permits outside events may be put in the programme under “other events”, please forward to the printer.  Events that may be detrimental to the club will not be published.  Guests promoting outside events may be asked to leave.
 

Smoking
Smoking is not allowed in members homes unless the host/hostess invites you.  To comply with changes in legislation smoking is not permitted at any public venue.

 

Transport
If you require transport to attend club events, contact a committee member. By attending events you will find out who lives near you & can offer you a lift. It is customary to offer the driver a contribution to petrol & other running costs, e.g. £1 locally, £2.50 to Ipswich; the driver should not have to ask.   Please also remember people offering lifts are not your personal taxi or chauffeur - accept with good grace that they may be a few minutes late or unavailable sometimes as events outside their control can change someone’s plans at short notice.  The lift system works through courtesy and respect.  

 


Please advise a committee member if you can offer lifts.  If you need to cancel advise the person you are collecting ASAP.  If you do not have a contact number for them please contact membership and they will 
endeavour to reach them on your behalf.

 

Veto
If you wish to prevent an ex-partner from joining the club, you may "Veto" them—contact the membership secretary.   Vetoes must be renewed annually—please note as dances are normally open to all-comers it is not possible to veto ex-partners from attending; however if any person's behaviour causes offence the committee reserves the right to request that person to leave.  Vetoes cannot be enforced at joint events as the person being vetoed may belong to the other club.

 

Welfare
The Club has committee members responsible for welfare who may be able to help you in strictest confidence. The welfare representatives are untrained but can draw from experience or refer you to other agencies as appropriate. It is unadvisable to discuss problems with other members.  They can also arrange for someone to phone or visit if you are unwell or in hospital. Welfare do rely on members keeping them informed—if you know someone that would appreciate a call let any committee member know or pop a note in the box at club night.

 

Costs
Where stated in the programme, a charge is made for club events, to be paid to the host/hostess; It is usually collected by a committee member. Payment is still required even if you do not eat or drink what is offered or arrive late.  For Charity Social Nights we recommend a minimum of £1.50 is donated (the usual coffee night cost).

 


Price guidelines from 1st January 2008

Club nights

£1.50


Social evenings

£1.50 (inc. tea, coffee, biscuits)


Quiz and club night
£2.50 (including club night cost)


Bingo and supper

£5.00


Buffet or cooked supper
£3.50 (from)


Barbeques

£2.00 (supply your own meat)


       “


£3.00 (meat included)


Theme nights with food
£4.00 (including club night cost)


Dances


£5 members, £6 guests unless otherwise stated in the programme


Live Groups

£6 members, £8 guests unless otherwise stated
 

Membership
This  is  currently  £12  for  a  full  calendar  year  (reduced pro-rata) plus  a one -off joining fee of £2 for 
Fee 
administration purposes. This only covers the cost of printing, postage and other basic costs of running the club. 
Membership must be renewed by last day of February to avoid incurring a further joining fee. 

 

Pro-rata Costs
February/March
£12
April
£11
May

£10



June

£9
July
£8
August

£7



September
£6
October £5
November
£4


December
£3
January
£14 (14 months membership)

 



  

DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURE

 

Disciplinary
In  the  event  of  complaint(s)   being  made  against  a member  the  committee  will determine whether a full complaints
Action
hearing is necessary.  An officer of the club will be requested to investigate the issue discretely.  Should it be decided action would need to be taken then the following process should be adhered to.  The complainant will be kept informed at all times in writing and has the right to challenge a decision not to convene a full hearing.
Minor Issues
Where possible the matter will be resolved without need for a complaints hearing by writing to the member concerned outlining the nature of the complaint and requesting the action to cease and stating the potential action that can be taken. Unless an appeal is lodged by them against the complaint the matter shall be considered closed unless further complaints are received on the same issue.  
Full hearing
A full hearing will comprise of two officers of the club and a further committee member, none of whom can be directly involved in the complaint.  The object of the full hearing is to investigate, discuss and make an unbiased recommendation to the full committee regarding a breach of discipline, rules or constitution that may require suspension, termination or a life ban of any club member’s membership.

Process
Two meetings will be convened where possible on the same evening with 30 minutes between them to enable the sub-committee to discuss the details and allow the complainant (s) and witnesses/representatives to vacate the premises.


Meeting 1—the complainant (s) and a maximum of 3 witnesses and/or representatives.


Meeting 2—the defendant (s) and a maximum of 3 witnesses and/or representatives.

Guidelines
The Vice-Chairperson or an officer will chair the meeting.


The subcommittee will be briefed with verbal and written direction prior to the 
hearing starting.  They will also be given copies of the complainant’s letter.


The complainant, defendant and sub-committee are to be notified with the hearing date and time, 10 days prior to the meeting.  The nature of the complaint will also be notified to the defendant in their letter.


Both parties are permitted a maximum of three representatives or witnesses.


All meetings are to be minuted and all attendees must be reminded of a need for confidentiality. 


The sub-committee will agree a written report detailing the recommended action which they must all sign in front of the general secretary.  This is then passed to the full committee for action.  No member of the sub-committee must intimate the 
outcome of the report to anyone outside the committee.


NOTE: some issues such as criminal convictions, harassment or intimidation will lead to immediate suspension pending a decision.

Appeals
A member has the right to appeal against expulsion from the club.  The disciplinary process is repeated but with a full committee conducting the hearing.  The decision of the appeal is final.

Disciplinary guidelines are adapted from the NDSC.
 

