OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Monday 13th September 2010
Present:

Clerk:


Mr Treloar


Chairman:

Mr Smith

Councillors: Mr Jay, Mr R Ling, Mr A Ling, Mr Cant, Mr Moss, 

Mrs Lincoln & District & County Councillor, Mr Bellfield.
1. Apologies - 
Mrs Vaughan, Mr Childs & PCSO Chatten-berry.

2. Minutes of meeting held on 14th June 2010 - Approved and signed.

3. Matters arising- There were none.
4. Finance -



Community Account

 £ 1,393.12



Instant Saver Account
              £ 6,459.14
The following payments were requested:- 
BDO audit fee £141







Suffolk ACRE – insurance £299.89







Clerk £233.52 - ¼’s salary to June 2010.







Mr Smith £40 – printing of Village maps (see







Below)



All payments proposed by Mr R Ling and 2nd by Mr Jay.

The external audit has been completed by BDO Stoy Hayward and the Annual Return was presented to the Council by the Clerk. It was duly accepted and approved. Only one issue arose regarding the classification of our annual payments to the Baptist Chapel and St Mary’s Church. These were scheduled under S137 and in future should be specified under S214 payments

5. Planning Applications -  
Applications – 

· Rosemary Cottage, Ashbocking Road – 2 storey side/single rear extension.
· Otley hall – Barn extension.

· 6 Vine Road – Front porch extension.

Approvals – 
· Rear of Countryside, Gibraltar Road – Retention of garage.
· Hall Farm Cottage, Chapel Road – Photovoltaic panels.

Refused – 

· Burcote – Church Road – Erection of detached chalet bungalow.

Correspondence was received in July from SCDC defining the Physical Limit Boundary (PLB) of the Village. This is largely unchanged from the old envelope with the exception that the new maps propose the exclusion of the 2 properties to the north of St Mary’s Church, Church Road and Shrubbery Barn and cottages in Chapel Road. In respect of the latter proposal both Mr A & R Ling declared an interest and were excluded from the vote. The remaining Councillors’ agreed unanimously that the new proposed PLB should be accepted and the Clerk is to confirm the same to SCDC. The PLB’s will guide the location of future development but there will remain an element of flexibility to permit further small scale development commensurate with the scale and character of the Village.

6. Highways SCC Highways have prepared a document on speed management. This included various traffic calming ideas which may be possible to implement. The Parish Council had previously investigated the idea of “Gateing” the Village a proposal that was declined by Highways. A cheaper alternative would be “Dragons teeth” markings on the entry to the Village on the Crettingham and Helmingham Roads. The indicative cost is approximately £200 per set and the Clerk is to investigate the feasibility.

Community Speedwatch – Statistics have been provided showing that since the start of the scheme 250 letters have been sent to offenders. It is noticeable that not one related to Otley – a reflection that no one from the Village has come forward to assist with the scheme, we being reliant on the good will of neighbouring parishes to provide cover in Otley. There is a suggestion that for approximately £40 each we could obtain signs for display under the Village sign, indicating we are involved in the scheme. The Clerk is to investigate.

Markings and signs on the Helmingham Road lead one to believe that resurfacing may still be on the cards. Mr Bellfield understood this project had been scheduled for next year but he will check and advise.
7. Rights of Way – The footpath committee is to arrange a meeting to complete the new footpath map. The Clerk confirmed that SCC had reimbursed (£932.40) the full cost of path cutting for this year.

8. District & County Councillor’s report – Mr Bellfield advised that recent newspaper reports of the County Council being broken up were exaggerated. Nothing has yet been decided and Mr Bellfield promised to keep us advised of events as they happen. It is a fact that the County Council are having to save £6.4 million this year and many of the staff vacancies that are arising are not being filled.

SCDC and Waveney District Councils were meeting in joint session for the first time to discuss the structure of both Councils’ senior management team. Initial savings in this respect are estimated at £250,000.

The Scrutiny Committee of SCDC is meeting this Friday to consider submissions from a number of Councils’. SORR have prepared an extensive paper but have not been asked to attend. Mr Bellfield pressed for them to be invited and has offered to present their paper.

During the summer it was noted that Hall Farm applied for an HGV operator’s licence for 4 HGV’s. Presently this is not a planning issue and the only basis for objection would be the inadequacy of the site for access or ability to turn the vehicles on the land. Neither count would create a difficulty.

9. Police Report – PCSO Chatten-berry was unable to attend but submitted her report. There have been two crimes since her last advice – Burglary from a shed and a common assault. Compared to surrounding villages – Debach nil, Clopton 2, Wickham Market 14. Woodbridge SNT has held a number of Crime Awareness/Reduction days over the summer which have been well supported. The next visit of the mobile police station to the Village will be on 22nd September between 1.30pm – 3pm.

10. Community Council Report – Mr Cant reported the Fete had been a great success raising £1,497.28. (2009 - £1,131). Total funds held by the Community Council amount to £34,947 of which £10,471 is ring fenced for the play area. The new steps/doors are being installed at an estimated cost of £10,000. If all the grants are received the Council will be left to pay £645 towards the overall cost.

The firework display is to be held on 6th November and the Christmas dance on Saturday, December 11th. Mr Jay reported that the piano needs replacing and Mrs Jay is trying to source a replacement.

11. Housing Survey – Suffolk ACRE have provided the results of the recent Affordable Housing Survey. This reveals there are 10 people who consider they will be in need of affordable housing over the next 5 years. On this basis consideration could be given to the provision of 3/4 properties. We are to explore the possibility of Flagship Housing Association revisiting their development plans at 2 Vine Road/10 Chapel Road. Aaron Moss is to investigate.

12. SORR – Mr Smith advised there is to be a meeting this week and see Mr Bellfield’s comments above.

13. Correspondence – The Clerk advised he had received a response from Hubbard’s in respect of the felled trees. These are field maples and are now re-growing. Outdoor Playing Space contributions for children’s play space amount to £3,949.93. The Community Council are to be advised.

 14. Any other business – A further Fido bin has been requested for the Helmingham Road on the footpath marker next to the Old Thatch – Clerk to arrange. Mr Smith has prepared 20 copies of the Village Map. These will be available in the Village Stores at a cost of £2 per copy. Mr Smith advised that the Village Sign is ageing and it would be a good idea to cost a metal replacement. The Clerk is to obtain estimates for consideration.

Parish Council elections will be held on 5th May next year and Mr Smith asked if Councillor’s were willing to stand. Mr Jay advised that he would be stepping down. The Clerk also advised that he wanted to step down in 2011, allowing time for a replacement to be found and settled into the job.

15. Date of next meeting – Monday 18th October.
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