Minutes of the meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 9th February 2010 at 7.00pm at the Worlingham Middle School.

Councillors Present

Cllr Culyer - Chairman, Cllr Cossey, Cllr Hammond – Fox,  Cllr Holman, Cllr Knights, Cllr Robbins, Cllr Rogers.
Also Present;

Mrs Beevor – Clerk,
SCC – Cllr Punt
11 Members of the public.
Agenda

1. Apologies for absence

PCSO Laura Le Surf, WDC Cllr Duce. 

1a. Declarations of Interest

Cllr Rogers re SOR and SNT

2.  To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 12th January 2010.

On the proposal of Cllr Knights, seconded by Cllr Holman, the minutes were agreed by all. Chairman to sign.
Meeting opened to the public.

a)  Report from police.

No Report.

b) Report from SCC

Cllr Punt advised that Council should have received drawings for the proposed zebra crossing on Lowestoft Road by Kempton Cross. The clerk confirmed that these had been received. Cllr Punt has confirmed that the plans are appropriate and is hopeful that the works could commence in July 2010. The ‘Welcome to Worlingham’ gateways contract has been awarded and the order has been placed. An order has also been made for ‘Slow’ roundels by the church.

Councillors thanked Cllr Punt for all of his help with the improvements and traffic calming measures.

Cllr Punt advised that he was on the ‘Adult Core Strategy Panel’. Recent work includes considering how older people are abused and a booklet has been produced to detail how signs of abuse can be recognised and details what can be done about it.

On behalf of Gillingham Parish Council, Cllr Punt asked where the bus shelter had been purchased from for Garden Lane, as Gillingham would like to purchase one the same. Clerk to provide details.

c) Report from WDC.

Cllr Punt provided a report on behalf of WDC.

The WDC share of the Council tax is to increase.

There are proposals to increase the car parking charges by 10p per hour – this is deemed necessary due to a decrease in funding for concessionary fares.

Re Network Rail works – Cllr Punt has not received any direct complaints regarding the works and the resulting level crossing closures. The original idea was to complete the works at Ingate and Station Road by 12th Feb and then start work on the crossing by Morrisons from 12th Feb. However it is not clear whether the works at the Morrisons crossing have already been done as this crossing was closed prior to 5th Feb.  

Cllr Punt advised that there had been a lack of advertising about the works and the closures and he has asked for a meeting with Network Rail and Balfour Beatty after   the works are complete to discuss what went right/wrong especially with regard to communication. 

Cllr Hammond Fox advised that the bus service had been very poor since the crossings had been shut. 

Boundary Review decision should be known on 19th February 2010. 

Thanks were again extended to Cllr Punt for all of his work in the parish. 

d) Items from members of the public. 

2 residents of the parish attended to thank the Parish Council for all of the work with regard to the Gating Order at the back of Rowan Way. They advised that all the residents were very pleased and that the gates were very good. Special thanks were extended to Cllr Cossey for his work in getting the project completed.  Clerk to chase the provision of a temporary sign advising that the path is closed. 
Cllr Punt advised that he attends North Cove Parish Council meetings and that at the last meeting their councillors felt aggrieved that with the demise of the WNCB they would not have an outlet for communication with parishioners.  

The Chairman advised that the Parish Council had not been consulted or formally advised about the WNCB finishing and that the Worlingham councillor representative on the WNCB committee had infact left  a recent committee meeting.   The Chairman confirmed that as per the press statement the Parish Council news sheet is for Parish Council news and does not compare to the WNCB. 

A resident advised that a printer has offered to continue with some form of magazine and that they have contacted Rev Ellis about this. 

Cllr Cossey asked whether new trees could be planted at the back of Woodfield Park where the dead trees had been cut down, as the area looked very bare. Cllr Punt agreed to look into this matter. 

Some residents had not received the first ‘Insight’ magazine and the clerk will check with the distributors that they are aware of all the areas that need to be delivered to. 

Re Guest Speaker for Annual Parish Meeting – a resident asked whether MAGPAS could be considered.    

Meeting closed to public contribution.  
3. Chairman’s Report
a) Parish Plan consultation progress – The Good Neighbour Meeting date has been arranged for 2nd March.  Cllr Rogers forwarded her apologies for this night. 

Cllr Culyer is still trying to get a meeting arranged with Andrew Pursey of Anglian Bus Co re discussing options for journeys to Beccles Health Centre and Beccles Hospital.   

b) Communications – Residents advised that the first copy of ‘Insight’ had been well received, especially as it had advised the details of the closures of the level crossings. 

c) Matters outstanding; 

I)Cllr Tuckers vacancy has been advertised through the information sheet and on the boards and no election has been called. The Parish Council is therefore able to co-opt to this vacancy.   

ii) A guest speaker for the Annual Parish meeting was discussed. It was agreed that MAGPAS would be invited and that if they were not available then a speaker from the East Anglian Air Ambulance would be invited. 

4. Clerks Report and correspondence received. 

a) Councillor Vacancy – a resident has expressed an interest in the vacancy and was attending the meeting as an observer.  Council suggested that the clerk be contacted after the meeting if the resident wished to be considered for co-option. Councillors were invited by the resident to ask her any background information that they felt that they needed.  

Cllr Cossey left at 7.40pm. 

b) Parish Plan – the clerk went through the Action Plan from the Parish Plan and updated the meeting with those Action Points that had been scheduled for 2009 and those that were due to be considered in Q1 2010. These include an action plan re housing development and Council to consider this further at a future meeting. 

Discussion took place regarding the request on the parish plan for a community venue.     Councillors were asked whether there are any back up plans should the possibility of obtaining the primary school premises not be viable for any reason. Councillors were also reminded that in the Parish Plan process, several residents had offered to assist with this project. 

The Chairman advised that the Parish Council had noted its interest in being involved in any discussions about the future of the Primary School site and that Cllr Punt and Cllr Bee had been advised of this too.  

c) Dog Foul – the clerk advised that several residents had been in contact over recent weeks concerning the extent to which dog foul was an issue in the parish. Although the PCSO and the Environmental Officer have powers to issue FPN, the owner has to be seen walking away and not picking up the dog foul.  It was suggested that more stickers could be placed on posts and WDC are to be requested for these. It was acknowledged that the situation was worse at present due to the dark mornings and nights. 

d)   Ash Tree Close - 2 letters had been received from residents re ball games being played on the grass in Ash Tree Close. Council were advised that there had used to be a sign in the close saying ‘No Ball Games’. Enquiries to be made at WDC. 

e) Zebra Crossing - Drawings had been received for the proposed zebra crossing at Lowestoft Road/ Kempton’s Cross, together with plans for Sandpit Lane vehicle restriction and for an extension to the cycle way by Fair Close, Beccles. All plans approved by Council.

f) Letter from Suffolk Constabulary asking if any further details were required at meetings. The clerk was asked to request that details of anti social behaviour as well as incidents, be reported to council.

g) Re QPS – Council has nearly achieved sufficient evidence for the mandatory sections. Booklet on the work of the Parish Council is required. Cllr Culyer and Cllr Holman to work on this. 

h) Youth Councils – Felixstowe advised that they have a very successful youth council consisting of all schools in the Town. The schools send 2 representatives to the youth council meetings which are held in the Council Chamber after school. 3 Town councillors also attend. The children chair the meeting on a rotational basis. A formal agenda is prepared and there are often guest speakers. 

It was suggested that this could be adapted for Worlingham with young people living in the parish being asked if they would like to join such a council. It was suggested that a letter could be sent to the local schools advising them of this initiative and that an article could be placed in the newsletter. The council would be open to those under 18. Middle School to be asked if they would be available as a venue.           

i) New dog bin for Woodfield Park and a grit bin have been applied for under Locality budget as requested at last meeting. 

j) The next Salc Area meeting is in March and is being held at Southwold. Philip Ridley from WDC planning will be attending. Cllr Robbins will confirm whether she can attend. 

k) Salc training courses advised to councillors. 

5) Planning applications. 
DC/10/0038/FUL - Single  storey rear extension at 52 Rectory Lane,  Worlingham, 

After full discussion this application was approved. 

Re Wind Turbines – the plans were available for the application at Devonshire Farm, Ringsfield.  

Cllr Rogers advised that from the recent Energy seminar it was obvious that there were very few grounds on which these could be objected to. One such factor is in the cases where animals are to be affected as the down draft of the blades affects birds etc. 

After due discussion it was decided that council would not respond to these applications as they were outside the parish. 
6. Feedback from meetings attended. 

a) SoRR- Cllr Rogers advised that the SORR group had not had a recent meeting, as Beccles Town Councillors had not responded to the meeting invitation. However HGV Licenses are being monitored. 

b) SNT – The next meeting of the SNT team is on Tuesday 16th February 2010 at Beccles Town Hall at 4pm. This is a public meeting and residents are encouraged to attend. Cllr Rogers had attended the previous meeting. 

c) Gating Order – As mentioned above. Works are now complete and keys have been issued. Mr Harvey was provided with a key. 

d) Play Areas – Cllrs Hammond Fox, and Rogers will visit the Halesworth outside gym in the better weather. 

Cllr Knights advised that he will obtain quotes for the cutting of the trees at Park Drive. 

e)Councillor Surgery – No residents attended the last surgery.

f) WCF/ RCP – Cllr Rogers attended the previous meeting at Marram Green, Kessingland. This is a partnership funded building with Sheltered Accommodation, cafe, library, offices, and a parish council room. It was suggested that other councillors should visit Marram Green to see the potential of a similar venue for Worlingham. 

WDC Planning had asked that they been involved at an early stage if there are any discussions re a community venue  in the parish. 

g)Activities at school – Cllrs Rogers and Hammond-Fox have spoken to the schools about St Georges Day. 

The clerk advised that the school council at the Primary School have some ideas of  what they would like the school premises to be used for once they move to the Middle School site. Cllrs Holman and Cossey will visit the school to meet the school council.   
7. Finance

a) Grant applications – a letter had been received from Halesworth Volunteer Bureau asking for funds. Clerk to ask how many Worlingham residents use the service and provide a grant application form if appropriate. 
b)  Authorisation of cheques for payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. These were read out to the Council meeting. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made.  

8. Matters Arising not dealt with in agenda and questions/ matters for a future agenda. 

a)Re the dog bin at Garden Lane  - the post is tipping over. WDC to be asked to repair. 

b) Potholes – add Woodland Ave, Garden Lane/Lowestoft Road, Pepys Ave – next to the keep left signs. 

c) Vegetation on cycle/ pedestrian pathway behind 5 Fairmile Close still not cut back. 

9) Date of next meeting

 Tuesday 9th March 2010 at 7.00pm at the Middle School. 
Meeting closed at 8.40pm. 



Chairman ……………………………     Dated……………………….    
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