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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

held Monday, 14 May 2007 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), C Wright, N Merriam, B Perks, T Goodacre (Clerk)


A Stringer (MSDC) and 22 members of the public

Apologies: 
Accepted from J Clover and PC R Calver (report received)
1. Chairman’s Welcome: The retiring Chairman (S Sparrow) opened the meeting.
2. Minutes of Meeting held 12 March 2007: The Minutes were approved and signed by the retiring Chairman.

3. Election of Chairman and other office holders:  For the position of Chairman, C Wright proposed N Merriam, seconded by Ben Perks.  N Merriam accepted the position of Chairman.  No other positions were discussed at this time and N Merriam took the Chair.
Candidates for co-option were asked for by N Merriam of which there were 3: S Sparrow, K Knights and J Formby.  B Perks proposed S Sparrow, seconded by C Wright. K Knights advised that he was willing to be co-opted, but not at this Meeting.  J Formby was nominated by B Perks, seconded by S Sparrow.
N Merriam resigned as Chairman and asked for an election to be held for the position of Chairman.  B Perks proposed S Sparrow, seconded by C Wright.  S Sparrow accepted the position and took the Chair.
4. Declaration of Interest: None received.

5. Village Forum: 
· C Pearmain requested that Mobile Library visits be included in the Newsletter

· Mr McCormack reported that the verges outside his property are deteriorating 
· M Ede requested that the Village Green be cut prior to the Summer Fete on 16 June 2007

6. Reports:

6.1. MSDC: A Stringer
· Code of Conduct and Diversity: A Stringer has completed training on the new Code of Conduct and Diversity.
· Local Development Framework: The new local plan has been approved and will be sent out for public consultation.  Wickham Skeith has been classified as a Secondary Service Village and will retain settlement boundaries.

· Fly Tipping Update: The Officer charged with prosecuting incidents is no longer able to work for MSDC – situation now in the process of being remedied.

· May Elections: The turnout for the Mendlesham Ward elections was the highest in Mid Suffolk and thanks were given to all A Stringer met whilst canvassing.
6.2. Police: PC Calver forwarded his report which covered
· PC John Gibbs is now the Community Police Officer for Wickham Skeith
· Crime: One crime in the area – burglary in Grange Road (but nothing stolen).  The main crime problem recently has been theft of and from motor vehicles.
· An 18 yr old man has been sentenced for a number of offences in Mid Suffolk area

· Reminder to keep doors and windows secure (especially now clocks have changed)

· Police Direct:  The service has been suspended but hopes to be re-launched in the future

6.3. Parish Clerk
· Literature/notices were available on view
· PC Calver has been advised of motorcyclists driving on private property

· Public Right of Way No 37 is confirmed as a Bridlepath, which stops at the Church Gates

· The new Footpath signs are considered  by SCC to be more visible with a long term cost benefit and the replaced wooden signs will be recycled
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· Speed Management in Daisy Green Lane: All roads that have a Traffic Regulation Order and do not have street lighting must now have a minimum standard of speed limit repeater signs.
· National Fishing Guidelines have been obtained and B Perks will look into implementation in respect of The Grimmer

6.4. Parish Councillors: 
· N Merriam advised that SID was in The Street during the morning of 14 May 2007.
7. Correspondence Received: 
· Partnership with Older People (POP) Forum: Being held on 24/05/07 between 10 am – 2 pm at Wickham Market Village Hall to help put people in touch with what is available in the community.

· Code of Conduct: The Model Code of Conduct has been revised following elections.  The Parish Council needs to consider/confirm adoption of this edition at the next meeting.

· All other correspondence dealt with on Agenda items or included in Correspondence File.

8. Finance:

8.1. Financial Position: Following the retirement of B Kemp, the financial correspondence has been passed to the Clerk including a breakdown of the Treasurer’s responsibilities and a calendar to work to in preparation for an elected new office holder.  The Parish Council gave their thanks to B Kemp for all his work as Treasurer.
8.2. Internal Auditor: It was proposed by S Sparrow and seconded by N Merriam that the Parish Council enquires as to whether Roy Arthey would be prepared to act as Internal Auditor.
9. Affordable Housing: S Sparrow reminded the Parish of the Council’s position of working towards Affordable Housing.  Two letters of objection have been received and a partition is currently going round.  Draft plans were on view and the subject was opened to the floor for discussion.
S McCormack and Mr & Mrs Martin raised their concerns, particularly regarding drainage and lighting.  J Homan read out a statement confirming the position as landowners of the site, outlining the process whereby the land adjacent to Grange Road was chosen and why the support for releasing the land was agreed in order to provide affordable housing on a shared equity basis.  C Pearmain read out a statement in support of Affordable Housing.  After great debate and many views offered from the floor, it was agreed that the following enquires be put to MSDC:

· MSDC to confirm/identify a need for Affordable Housing in Wickham Skeith
· To request site of MSDC's Allocation Policy
· MSDC to confirm the number of houses proposed to be built (the Parish Council does not expect to see more than 4 houses and for the site not to extend past No 1 Grange Road  
· The access road to the remaining field should be simpler with hedging (not a fully constructed road which indicates that further housing could be a possibility in the future) 
· The issue of lighting and drainage to be given consideration 
· To hold the Community Consultation Event
10. Planning Matters:

10.1. Planning Applications 

10.1.1. Ref: 0772/07 – Mill House, The Green: Replacement timber unit to rear of property

10.2. Planning Decisions

10.2.1. Ref: 0325/05 – Land East of Pear Tree Cottage: Consent has been GRANTED to carry out tree removal and pruning with the area covered

10.2.2. Ref: 0753/05 – Land adjacent Ayton, off The Entry (Architect has queried acceptable facing materials/roofing materials)
11. Matters for next Agenda: 
· Code of Conduct 
· Election of Officers/Co-Option 
12. Next Meeting: 9 July 2007 at 8.00 pm 
Meeting closed at 10.00 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..
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