Copdock & Washbrook Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 2 March 2010 at 7.30pm 

in the Church Room.

Present: Cllr Armes (Chairman), County Cllr Pollard, District Cllr Jones, Disrict Cllr Ridley, Cllr Knight, Cllr Watling, Cllr Lockwood, Cllr Corner, Cllr Coupland, Cllr  Butters, CSPO Ford, Brian Lomax SCC Highways Dept and Clerk. 

129/0910  WELCOME AND APOLOGIES: Cllr Armes opened the meeting at 7.40pm.

No apologies were received. 

130/0910  DECLARATIONS: Cllr Jones declared his normal restrictions on planning matters.

131/0910  MINUTES:  The minutes of the meeting held on 2 February 2010 and previously circulated to all Members were unanimously agreed to be a true record and duly signed by Chairman Armes.


132/0910  MATTERS ARISING:  None. 
133/0910  ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 7.42pm to receive reports.

(a):  Chapel Lane/Old London Road junction: Brian Lomax from Suffolk County Council Highways Department attended the meeting and costs were circulated and discussed.  BL advised Julia Proctor from Suffolk One may be able to help with the budget and we will invite her to the next meeting. The Parish Council advised BL that they do not want the scheme to halt due to finance.  JP is dealing with the access to the new Suffolk One College.  BL left the meeting at 20.07pm.     

(b) Police: PCSO Denise Ford advised 2 crimes for February – possession of cannabis - by a hotel resident and a burglary from Washbrook Service Station – money taken.  The Winibago van parked at the dead end of the old A12 is being dealt with. It was advised to PCSO Ford that a motorcycle is being ridden near Whights Corner and up the footpath and she will look into this.  PCSO Ford left the meeting at 20.13pm. 

(c) County Council:  CC Pollard reported on the Suffolk Shoreline Movement Plan.  The pylon consultation closes 7 Feb 10.  CC Pollard advised members of the public can ask questions at SCC meetings after sending in their question first.  The Register of Skills was bought up and CC Pollard advised Capel Parish Council have completed this project and the Clerk will email Capel’s Clerk to find out information.  Gritting – volunteers are OK to use grit from bins in village for paths. 

(d) District Council:  DC Ridley reported Babergh had finalised the budget which would increase Council Tax by 3%. There would certainly be cuts within the Council with some services being merged with Mid Suffolk Council.  There are talks that Babergh may merge with Mid Suffolk, this would make them the largest District Council in Suffolk. 

DC Jones reported he had attended the Babergh Area Meeting at SALC and whilst the Police attendance was good at our meeting we did not get any results.  LGR ‘dead and buried’. 

Meeting re-convened at 8.32pm. 

134/0910  PLANNING:

	B/10/ The proposal is to erect a wall mounted aluminium canopy system.
Copdock & Washbrook Pre-School, Pheasant Rise, Copdock. To be determined by Suffolk County Council. Comment: No objections. 

B/10/00088/ROC The Mane Riding Centre, London Road, Copdock and Washbrook, Ipswich IP8 3JF. Application under Section 106A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 – Discharge of planning obligation (occupancy condition). Comment: Whilst the Parish Council understands why Section 106 was put in place originally, and knows that several occupants have tried and failed to have the discharge lifted, the Parish Council recognises the reality of the situation and have no objections to the discharge being lifted.  

B/09/01195/FUL Land west and north of Barrens Farm, Wenham Road, Copdock & Washbrook, Ipswich.  Erection of 2 no. storage buildings (Use Class B8). Comment: The Council notice there is no mention of traffic movements and are concerned about the amount of lorry movements on such a small country lane. 


135/0910  FINANCE: 

a) Payments.  Payments were approved and cheques signed.
b) Bank balances

(c)  Playing Field  – Grass cutting quote approved for next year. 
(d)  Clerks salary – reviewed and increase approved.

136/0910  Correspondence – List circulated.  

137/0910: CAR PARK – Village Hall site Cllr Watling reported the new signs were up.  Gate not yet complete. Work on driveway – cheapest quote from contractor was offered the work.  There may be some extra funding available.  MW to report next meeting.  

138/0910:  Affordable Housing.  Chairman Armes reported receiving an email from Isobel Wright at Hastoes confirming the 2 extra houses making a total of 10 units. The scheme is now being pushed along. 

139/0910:  23 Pearsons Way.  Clerk read out email from Ryan Jones at Babergh indicating that Babergh planning department were willing to waive the requirement to advertise the property and the planning application will go ahead immediately.  The email confirmed that the Parish Council will still have a liability and the Clerk to email Babergh regarding tenders. 

140/0910  ENVIRONMENT & FOOTPATHS: 

a) National Grid Overhead Lines - The consultation period has finished.  

c) Bus stop shelter at The Paddocks – Chairman to write to owner regarding the land behind the bus shelter. 
d) BT Telephone Box – Clerk to contact BT direct. 
e) Jubilee Meadow – Cllr Butters to ascertain ownership.  

f) Underpass -  Cllr Corner painted over graffiti and has some paint left. 

g) Allotment Agreements -  Quotes for fencing received and Council approved a quote.  Boundaries need to be established before work commences. Clerk to get accurate plans from SCC.  

141/0910 – Website -  Clive Pearsons to attend meeting at SALC re: website building.  Approved. 

142/0910  QUESTIONS TO CHAIR/ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA:

None. 

Meeting closed at 9.56pm. 

143/0910  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  Tues 6 April 2010 - 7.30pm - Church Room.

