Minutes of the meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 10th November 2009 at 7.00pm at the Worlingham Middle School. 
Councillors Present

Cllr Culyer - Chairman, Cllr Hammond – Fox (arrived 8.15pm), Cllr Knights, Cllr Robbins, Cllr Rogers, Cllr Tucker.  
Also Present; 
Mrs Beevor – Clerk, 
6 Members of the public.
SCC Cllr Punt
Those present were advised that Cllr Burgess had sadly died whilst on holiday in Australia.  Council wished to send their condolences to Madeline and the family.  Cllr Burgess had been a councillor for 39 years and will be greatly missed. 
Agenda

1. Apologies for absence 
WDC Cllr Duce, 
Cllr Cossey, Cllr Holman. 
1a. Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Tucker re police SNT Teams, WCF. 

Cllr Rogers re SOR and WNCB.      

Cllr Culyer re youth club 
Cllr Robins re Middle School.  

2.  To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th October 2009.  
On the proposal of Cllr Tucker seconded by Cllr Robbins the minutes were agreed by all. Chairman to sign.   

Meeting opened to the public.  
a)  Report from police.  
There was no report from the police. 

b) Report from SCC Chris Punt. 
SCC issues; 
· Transport Locality Budget – £20k available and with these moneys ‘20’s plenty’ are being placed around the schools. Worlingham Middle School has had a ’20’s plenty’   installed. 
· Cycle Lane from Worlingham to East Ellough - Plans should soon be sent to the parish council. 

· The Engineers survey is taking place. 

· Lowestoft Road - Chris Punt, Cllr Tucker, the clerk and the Police met with SCC to discuss various traffic calming measures for Lowestoft Road.   Cllr Punt has now spoken with Luke Barber at SCC for an update. The feasibility of replacing the island on the Lowestoft Road with a zebra crossing is being looked at and considered by Lucy Robinson the Highways director. Cllr Punt will continue to chase the matter. Other suggestions regarding widening paths, signs to slow traffic, etc are also to be considered. The parish council were advised however that the request for 30mph reminder roundels along the road would not be permitted as the road is a street lit area.  
Questions to SCC; 

Q = Residents advised that work had begun pushing back growth to widen the pavements on Lowestoft Road but that this work had not yet been completed. Residents asked whether there is a minimum width for a pavement. 
A = Cllr Punt advised that the width of new pavements is 1.2m. However the pavements along Lowestoft Road are old pavements and are therefore much smaller. 

Q= Cllr Robbins advised that a resident at Fairmile Close had contacted her about the dead trees at the back of Fairmile Close. It has been suggested that this land belongs to Persimmon Homes but council is aware that Waveney Norse cuts a piece of the verge along this stretch of land. 

A = Discussion took place regarding the land and the trees. Council were advised that there are about 20 trees in this area that have Dutch Elm disease. 

c) Report from WDC.  
 
The WDC members were not present. However Cllr Punt advised the meeting that no further information had been received regarding the boundary review. 
d) Items from members of the public. 
No further questions were received. 
Meeting closed to public contribution at 7.40pm.
3. Chairman’s Report

a) Gating Order – Cllr Cossey had met with SCC to progress this matter. The gates have been ordered. Council were asked to clarify the final details re colour and finials. Finials were chosen with a choice of green as the colour. All agreed. 

b) Parish Plan consultation progress 
Council were updated on all the matters within the Parish Plan that had been scheduled for action in 2009. Council will be updated each month as matters progress.

Council were advised that Cllr Hammond – Fox has experience of the Good Neighbour Scheme and she will advise council on this matter at a future meeting. 

Bus service to Beccles Hospital - The Chairman advised that a meeting will be arranged with Anglian Buses to progress this matter further but that this may not take place until the second half of next year. 

Community Facility- Cllr Tucker advised that the feasibility of the primary school site being used as a community facility was one that would need further consideration. It was suggested that a working party may need to be formed to start considering a future use of the premises, to consider the partnerships that could be brought into the parish to assist with costs, and to consider who may wish to use such a proposed facility. WCF could be asked to assist with advice on funders. They have assisted Bungay in applying for funding from Foundation East. It was suggested that it may be appropriate to arrange such a meeting within the first half of 2010. Cllr Punt advised that as the school is a church school, details of land ownership would need to be confirmed. 

Community Speedwatch – More parishes are joining together to carry out Community Speedwatch schemes, so that residents do not patrol their own parish. It was suggested that as some traffic calming measures are being considered by SCC Highways, the outcomes of these could be assessed before consideration would need to be given to introducing Community Speedwatch here. 

Speeding outside Middle School -   The 20’s plenty has now been introduced and it is hoped that this will reduce the issues here. 
Adult outside Gym – Discussion took place about the possible sites for such equipment. Cllr Knights has a map of the area being rented at the Middle School site on Garden Lane and thought that it may be possible to rent a larger piece of land if it was felt that this was required.  Discussion took place about the possible sites within the parish. 
It was felt that a possible site would need to be identified before any further discussion could take place. Cllr Rogers and Cllr Hammond Fox will visit the facilities at Halesworth to assess how much room is required. 

Classes for the Elderly – It was suggested that this be placed on a future agenda. It was recognised that the lack of a suitable daytime venue would be the issue with this matter. It was felt that it may be worth approaching Samford Court or the pharmacy to discuss the availability of rooms. 

Cllr Rogers did not take part in the following discussion. 

Communication – the Parish Plan had identified a need for more communications from the parish council about its activities. Council felt that is was becoming difficult to use the WNCB as a vehicle for such communications due to the restriction on space that could be provided within the magazine and the specific timescales that were required for articles etc. 
Discussion took place with regard to the parish council producing its own newsletter in black and white on a monthly basis and perhaps a glossy quarterly publication. These could be used to provide précis of meetings as well as other relevant information. The distribution costs would be in the region of £72 per delivery. Discussion took place regarding this suggestion. The residents present were asked for their thoughts on the matter. They felt that a separate newsletter would be a better   way to communicate matters from the parish council rather than using the WNCB to do this. 

Cllr Tucker reminded council that last year a letter had been sent to the WNCB regarding the availability of space and how/if the parish council could have a guarantee of any more space within the magazine, but that no conclusion had been advised to council on this.  Council were also advised that the WNCB committee has no input into what is / is not entered into the magazine.

After full discussion it was agreed that a monthly newsletter would be produced by a working party of the parish council consisting of the clerk, Cllr Holman and Cllr Rogers. Delivery costs of £72 per month were agreed by all. Costs for monthly black and white publications and quarterly glossy publications were also agreed.  First issue will need to explain the rationale behind the newsletter. All Agreed. 
4. Clerks Report and correspondence received. 
a) Correspondence – the correspondence received was read to the meeting including; 

· Energy Seminar at the Orbis Centre on 11th December 2009. Cllr Rogers agreed to attend. 
· WDC consultation regarding elections every 4 years. It was agreed by all that council would recommend that the elections remain as at present. 

· Salc e planning course – 3rd December 2009 – the clerk will attend. 
b) Village matters  
A dog bin has been requested for the area around Ashdale Drive. After discussion it was suggested that there was a piece of verge at Park Drive / Oak Avenue that may be appropriate. Clerk to consider further. 
A seat has been requested for All Saints Green by the Church wall. Decision to be delayed until such time as a discussion has been held with the Burgess family over a possible site for a memorial seat for Roger. 
5) Planning applications. 
Planning correspondence. 
Council had been advised that the Pre – school at the primary school were applying for an extension of the planning permission for the mobile classroom for 5 more years. It was resolved by all that this should be agreed. 
6. Feedback from meetings attended. 

a) SoRR – There has been no meeting. 

b) WNCB - The next meeting is 12th November 2009. The editor has advised Cllr Rogers that the holding of 500 word space until the weekend following the parish council meeting had ‘changed’ and was no longer being made available. Therefore the précis from the last parish council meeting will not go into the November magazine. 

c) SNT –Cllr Tucker advised that Halloween had been very quiet for the police across the 4 Towns. The SNT priority area have now been updated and for this month anti social behaviour has been set as a priority area. 
Cllr Tucker advised that as a result of a recent police inspection, the SNT meetings will now take place monthly and will be open to the public. This is due to the police not coming out of the inspection too well on communications with the public and in keeping the public informed of ‘The Pledge’. There will also be 2 separate meetings held across the 4 Towns. It has also been suggested that the police join in with the parish council surgeries. 

The next SNT meeting is 1st December at 2.30pm at the Beccles Town Hall.  

The SNT meeting had been advised by a neighbourhood watch resident of Marsh Lane that the route into the Marsh Lane roundabout was very dangerous for both cyclists and motorists.  

d) Xmas Lights –Cllr Holman is organising.     
e) Play Area group – To be on a future agenda. 

f)  WCF – WCF are to take over the Kirkley Centre in 2010. They will also consider having a base in the rural areas. 

The annual conference on 3rd November had been cancelled due to lack of attendees.    
Cllr Hammond – Fox arrived at 8.15pm 
g) Councillor surgeries – Cllr Tucker had attended the last surgery. 

h) SALC – no report. 

I) Activities at school – Cllr Hammond Fox advised that 5th December was Open Weekend at Redwings at Hopton and that an invitation had been extended to the Middle School. They have advised that they cannot attend as an organised event but that parents and children could attend if they wished. 

j) Meeting with SCC re Lowestoft Road. Details as above. Cllr Tucker and the clerk had been advised that 30mph repeater roundels would not be allowable due to the area already having street lights. However there was a possibility of a roundel with ‘slow’ on it being permitted. 

SCC were not keen on VHS signs as felt that they were of limited benefit. 

Re- alignment of the junction of Garden Lane was being considered by SCC. 

Narrowing of the road with road markings was also being considered. 

Cottage Style entrance gates to the parish is a possibility which is being considered further. 

Pelican crossing/ zebra crossing by Hillside Avenue had been discussed. Initial costs for this are in the region of £25k for a zebra crossing and £75k for a pelican crossing. 

Funding and the viability of the suggestions would need to be discussed further. 

k) Remembrance Day service -   The Chairman had attended on behalf of the parish council. 
7. Finance
a) Budget/ precept 2010/2011 
Cllr Culyer did not take part in this discussion a) and had not been a member of the finance working party.  
A working party had met to discuss the budget for 2009/10 and the possible budget required for 2010/2011. 

Cllr Rogers advised that council were on target with the costings for 2009/10. 

The working group had considered the costings base for 2010/2011. After considering each matter on a line by line basis and after lengthy consideration, the working group advised that they would recommend a costing base of a similar figure to this year as this would be appropriate to enable projects within the Parish Plan to be moved forward.  Council were advised that within the working party considerations it was felt that the youth club has been very successful in the parish, having as many as 80 children attending some nights, and was benefiting the parish in many ways including anti social behaviour. The working party  would recommend that future discussions be held with the youth club committee with regard to investigating the possibility of having a paid social worker to assist on youth club nights, and how that this could be moved forward.       

It was acknowledged that delivery of the Parish Plan requests including those already mentioned above would need significant funding.  Grants and outside funding would be required for several of the projects. 

b) WDC Precept forms - The council then discussed the budget recommendations from the working party on a line by line basis. Council considered the present financial position, the anticipated position at year end and the potential costs for 2010/2011. A proposed budget was formulated detailing anticipated income and expenditure.  After full consideration of all these issues and those requiring action it was proposed that a precept of £29,670 be appropriate for 2010/11. All agreed. Forms to be forwarded to WDC. 
c)  Authorisation of cheques for payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. These were read out to the Council meeting. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made. 

d) IT/ Software – This has been ordered as per the last minutes. It was agreed by all that software including publisher should also be purchased. Agreed by all.   
8. Questions/ matters for a future agenda. 

Cllr Tucker advised that due to a possible move away from the parish he would have to resign as a councillor with immediate effect. The Chairman thanked Cllr Tucker for all of the work that he had undertaken on behalf of the council. 

Councillor Vacancy will be included on a future agenda. 

9. Date of next meeting. 
Tuesday 8th December  2009 at 7.00pm at the Middle School. 
Meeting closed at 8.52pm.  



Chairman ……………………………     Dated……………………….    
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