Minutes of the meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 14th April 2009 at 7.00pm at the Worlingham Middle School.  
Councillors Present

Cllr Burgess, Cllr Culyer, Cllr Holman, Cllr Hammond-Fox, Cllr Knights, Cllr Robbins, Cllr Rogers, Cllr Tucker.   
Also Present; 
Mrs Beevor – Clerk, 
20 Members of the public  
John Taylor SCC 
Sue Bergin, David Mummery – Beccles Cycle Strategy 
2 members of SORR

Prior to the meeting 2 directors of B and B Skip Hire Ltd advised councillors of the noise and traffic reports that they had obtained with regard to the planning application that had been considered at a previous meeting. 

Agenda

1) Apologies for absence
Cllr Cossey, Cllr Sale (WDC), Cllr Duce (WDC), PCSO Le Surf.    

2) Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Robbins declared a personal interest in items relating to the parish plan. 

Cllr Tucker declared a personal interest in items relating to the parish plan. 

Cllr Rogers declared a personal interest in items relating to SORR

Cllr Tucker declared a personal interest in items relating to SORR.  

Cllr Holman declared a personal interest in any items relating to the WNCB. 
Cllr Culyer declared a personal interest in any item relating to the youth club. 
3)  To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 10th March 2009.   
It was resolved by all to approve the minutes. 
Meeting opened to the public.  
Reports and Questions

a)  Report from police.  
PCSO Le Surf had forwarded her apologies. 

A resident has written to the police to advise that two concrete cappings had been removed from their front wall and that the SCC grit hopper had been turned over on the Park Drive/Ashdale Drive corner. 

A resident had also advised that a trampoline had been stolen from their garden on Cedar Drive.   

b) Report from Cllr Taylor - SCC
i) Cllr Taylor has spoken with the Highways Officer who advises that the new signage being placed around Beccles will take the HGV’s onto the bypass and onto Copland Way. Cllr Taylor also advised that he was still pursuing the southern link road option despite the remarks of Beccles Town Councillors that had been reported in the press recently.

Questions to SCC

Cllr Culyer read a letter from Beccles Town Council which stated that the Town Council were considering the banning of HGV in the town and that this was being considered with SCC. Cllr Rogers advised that the only way this could happen would be for more traffic to be directed along the Lowestoft Road and that the Parish Council would have many issues with this. 

Cllr Taylor advised that he would not now support the Beccles project if it meant more traffic along Lowestoft Road.   
c) Report from WDC 
 
No report. 
d) Items from members of the public. 
Beccles Cycle Strategy

Sue Bergin and David Mummery of Beccles Cycle Strategy advised that they were actively pursuing the development of cycle rote on the Ellough Road. David Mummery who works at Clowes advised that cyclists use the Ellough Road daily to get to work and that the conditions are very poor for cyclists. A campaign had been launched in 2007 to get a cycle route for the Ellough Road and this had received support from local councils. However to date nothing has happened in relation to this. 

It was therefore felt by cyclists that in the short term a reduction in the speed limit should be requested. Council confirmed that as a council they had already asked for a 30mph speed limit for the Ellough Road but that this had been rejected by SCC in December 2008 (copy of letter to be provided to Sue Bergin). The Council confirmed that it would still support any request for a reduction in the speed limit for Ellough Road and SCC Cllr Taylor advised that he would also support such a request. 

Cllr Taylor advised that SCC are considering pavement requests as a priority matter at present and Mr Mummery asked that the parish council consider putting in a request for a footpath along Ellough Road. SCC Cllr Taylor advised that he would support such a request. 

Sue Bergin advised that with regard to the cycle route that had been made from Orchard Rise to the Primary School – bollards have been placed at both ends of the path but that these bollards are to the side of the path not in the middle of the path as had been requested. The reason for this is that although the bollards had been requested in order to prevent motor cycles/cars going onto the path, SCC did not wish to restrict access to wheelchair users etc.   
Residents from Bluebell Way  

With regard to the proposed installation of a winer diner at the play area – residents advised that the police had visited the area 2 weeks ago as young people were throwing stones at the lights. Another resident advised that the police had also been called to the area last night. 

It was felt by residents that the police are moving young people away from Beccles and that they are coming to Bluebell Way. Residents asked the parish council to delay the installation of the winer diner for a further 6 months to see what happens to anti social behaviour during the lighter nights. 
Lengthy discussion took place regarding the issues at the play area and whether the installation of the winer diner would have any effect on the present situation.  

A resident of Bluebell Way asked that the parish council attend the next SNT meeting at Beccles Police Station as these meetings detail the issues that the SNT team are dealing with and produces Action Plans. 

Cllr Knights left the meeting at 7.40pm. 

Residents were advised that if a winer diner was installed it could always be removed should the anti social behaviour issues worsen. 

Youth Club 
Cllr Culyer advised that in the previous minutes the youth club request for a donation had been made. Cllr Culyer clarified that this was not to cover the costs of the Four Towns Bus as the bus was funded separately by the parish council. The request for the donation had been made to cover the normal costs of operating the youth club and to improve the facilities available for the young people.   
Meeting closed to public contribution 7.45pm. 
4) Chairman’s Report including; 
a) Councillor Surgeries 
No members of the public attended the surgery. 
The design for the sandwich board was discussed. It was resolved by a majority that a board with a white background should be ordered. 

b) Village Sign 
The Chairman has spoken with Mr Nourse regarding the installation of the sign. Mr Nourse has requested a drawing of the proposed sign post and Mr Nice is preparing the drawing. Once this has been agreed the village sign will be installed in the same place as the previous sign.    
 c) Annual Parish Meeting – 21st April 2009 
Cllr Taylor SCC advised that Mr Fletcher will attend and that his presentation will include details of the archaeological finds at Beccles. 
d)  Power of Well Being 

Councillors had been trained on the Power of Well Being prior to the meeting. A Statement of Intent will need to be drawn up. 
e) Donations

At the previous meeting details of the Beccles Town Council system of considering grant applications had been provided to all councillors. Discussion took place as to whether the parish council should introduce a unified system of considering grant allocation. It was felt that the list of items required by Beccles Town Council to enable them to consider grant applications was very appropriate and that these should be requested by the parish council in the same manner.  After full discussion it was resolved to adopt the list of requirements  be requested for each grant application, and to create an application form for Worlingham requests using the Beccles Town Council application as a basis. All agreed.  

f) Annual Report All councillors were asked to forward a summary of their working party achievements from the past 12 months, to include ongoing matters, so that this could be incorporated within the Chairman’s Annual Report for the Annual Parish Meeting. 

This report would then form the basis of the Annual Report to residents. Discussion took place with regard to the delivery of the Annual Report to all households.  The newsagent would charge £15 per paper boy for the delivery and 10 paper boys would be required. An indicative price of £268.00 had been received from Keely Print to print the report and this was advised to council. 

It was resolved by all to have the report printed and that the report would be delivered to each household by councillors.   
g) Boundary Review  
Letter from SCC dated 27th March 2009 read to the meeting advising of the 2 options that were now being consulted upon. The consultation expires on 14th May 2009. Letter from the Boundary Committee explaining the financial implications were also advised to council. 

Discussion took place regarding the 2 options and how these would affect the local community especially with regard to decision making. It was agreed that Cllr Robbins, Cllr Culyer and Cllr Hammond-Fox should meet to consider the options and prepare a council response to the present proposals. 
5) Clerks Report and Update 

A copy of the clerks report was provided for all councillors. 

a) Play Areas And Amenities 

Details in the clerks report and; 
Bluebell Way - Discussion took place regarding the proposed installation of the winer diner. The resident’s views as expressed above were considered. Council were also reminded that the winer diners in the other play areas were extremely well used. It was suggested that council should not be deterred from making a decision about a piece of equipment that the community could benefit from, just because young people were being anti social in the area in question.  
It was felt that the anti social behaviour issues should be being considered by the police already and that the SNT team should be working with local residents to solve the present issues. It was suggested that the SNT team could be asked to advise the parish council of youth issues in and around Bluebell Way and other areas of Worlingham.  

After full discussion it was proposed that the installation of the winer diner at Bluebell Way be postponed and considered again in 3 months time. Agreed by all. 

The clerk was asked to contact Insp. Grimsey to find out the details of the next SNT meeting and ask that the parish council be allowed to attend. Cllr Tucker to be advised of date. 

Werels Loke – section 106 monies - The Chairman and clerk met with WDC Simon Walker and Lorraine Francis to discuss the section 106 monies for Werels Loke. These expire August 2010. WDC had been provided with details of the open space requests from the parish plan draft results.  WDC advised that they would need to negotiate with Suffolk Wildlife and produce an assessment of the area to see which if any of the requests would be allowed at the site. It was acknowledged by WDC that the Section 106 monies were a substantial amount and that every attempt should be made to use these funds in an appropriate way rather than for the monies to have to be returned. 

Cllr Rogers and Cllr Holman offered to form a working party with the clerk and WDC in this matter to enable the mater to continue to be moved forward. 
b) Gating Order 

Residents of Rowan Way again advise that they will report any incidents direct to the police. 

6) Reports of meetings attended by councillors. 

a) Parish Plan   

The Parish Plan will be presented to council next week.

b)SORR 
Cllr Rogers advised that the preferred lorry route for Suffolk is being redrawn and noted that the lorries need to be taken away from the minor roads. Discussion took place regarding the lorry network map.  
Meeting opened for contribution by SORR. 
SORR advised that they are trying to get a mutually agreeable solution for all parishes rather than disadvantaging any particular parish or town. 

SORR advised that Guy McGregor is in favour of a southern relief road and that this could be achieved by 2011.  

However it was noted that SCC Cllr Mark Bee and Beccles Town Cllr Brian Woodruff have had articles in the media in recent days with regard to proposals to stop HGV traffic in Beccles. Under these suggestions such HGV traffic would come along the Lowestoft Road in Worlingham instead. 

SORR advised that as an organisation they are trying to get all parties to agree to ideas and not for individual towns / parishes to go it alone.    
It was suggested that a reply should be sent to the recent media article suggesting that more HGV movement should come along the Lowestoft Road and Council were shown a draft response. All agreed that this was appropriate. 

It was resolved by all that council would not agree to any request for more HGV movement along the Lowestoft Road in Worlingham.   
Cllr Rogers will meet with the Beccles and Bungay Journal to advise them of the parish council response.  An article will be placed in the WNCB. All agreed. 

Council were advised that Guy McGregor will be coming to the area on 16th April and a member from each parish can attend. Cllr Rogers will attend on behalf of the parish. 

SORR advised that they need to have the views of the parish council with regard to alternative routes to be placed on the Lorry Network Map. They would like to suggest sharing the HGV movement that presently all passes through Beccles. Council advised that due to the resolution passed above, the council were not in a position to respond at this meeting to the SORR request to have the Lowestoft Road as an alternative HGV route for the SCC Lorry Network map. 
SORR advised that they were going to speak with the mayor of Beccles Town Council with regard to the recent media coverage of HGV movements. 
c) Village Fete 2009 
The next meeting of the village fete working party is 27th April 2009. 
d) Other meetings attended. 

St George’s Day 
Cllr Hammond- Fox is liasing with the Journal and Radio Norfolk. Councillors have been invited to join the primary and middle schools for lunch on St Georges Day. Those councillors attending the middle school lunch will judge their competition.  
Salc

Cllr Burgess had attended a Salc meeting and the guest speaker had provided a presentation on ‘strategic partnerships’.      

7. Correspondence 

· WDC – ‘Councillor Call For Action’ – workshop will be held on 6th May 2009 from 10am – 3pm. Cllr Rogers will attend if convenient. 
· Letter from resident about the WDC land at the side and rear of their property which is being left with brambles etc. Residents to be advised that this is a WDC matter. 

· Annual SALC service survey. 
· Annual Survey of councils – Salc 

· SALC – Annual training programme.       
 8) Planning 
Applications
DC/09/0285/FUL – Construction of a detached double garage at 70 Lowestoft Road, Worlingham by Mr S Boothby. 
It was resolved by all to approve the application. 

9) Finance

a)  Authorisation of cheques for payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made including the donation for the youth club as agreed at the previous meeting. 

b) Other Finance Matters 

It was agreed by all that as in previous minutes a donation of book tokens to the value of £10 each would be provided to the winners of the Middle School St George’s Day competition. Expenditure to be reimbursed. 

c) Garden Competition 

It was agreed by all that the garden competition winner would be provided with a donation of £50 for a local charity.  

10) Other Matters 
Cycle Track near Marsh Lane – needs cutting back. 
Bus stops in Park Drive – Cllr Burgess had met SCC Derek Oldham, who was not aware why the bus stops had been incorrectly laid.  
Street light 706 – this has been reported as faulty on several occasions.   
11) Date of next meeting. 
Next meetings; 
Annual Parish Meeting - Tuesday 21st April 2009 at the Middle School at 6.30pm.  
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – Tuesday 12th May 2009 at 7.00pm at the Middle School.    
Meeting closed at 9.15pm.  
Chairman ……………………………
Dated………………………………………..    
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