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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

held Monday, 14 July 2008 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), N Merriam, J Formby, B Perks, K Knights (part of), T Goodacre (Clerk)


A Stringer (MSDC), N Emerick (Suffolk Police) (part of), D Abbot (MSDC) (part of) and 14 members of the public
Apologies: 
Noted from J Clover
1. Chairman’s Welcome: The Chairman opened the meeting advising of the sad death of C Pearmain and the resignation of C Wright as Parish Councillor.  Nominations were requested for the co-option of Parish Councillors.  N Merriam proposed B Kemp, seconded by J Formby.  B Kemp agreed to rejoin the Parish Council and it was unanimously agreed that B Kemp be appointed as Treasurer.  N Merriam also proposed M Appleby, seconded by B Perks, who agreed to take the position.  B Kemp and M Appleby completed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms and took their positions on the Council.

2. Declaration of Interest: None were registered.
3. Minutes of Meeting held 12 May 2008: The Minutes were approved (proposed by N Merriam, seconded by J Formby) and signed by the Chairman. 
4. Village Forum: 

· R Arthey (Website Editor) spoke about his discussions with M Appleby (Newsletter Editor) and members of the community about putting newsletter articles on the village website (no personal details to be published).  The Council were in full support (Village Hall Committee also to be consulted).
· P Paine questioned the fishing rules, ie closed season/night fishing.  There are no fishing rules relevant to The Grimmer, however, fishing is only permitted from The Green, during daylight hours, no fishing is allowed from the road.  N Merriam to repair/make signs for painting/erection at The Grimmer.
· M McCarthy again reiterated his concern regarding overgrown hedges at Sarah's Folly and Cat’s Paw as no action can be seen to have been taken (SCC are aware).  Concern was also raised regarding the hedgerow at The Old Swan.  
· J Mason reported that the rubbish bins on The Green are breaking apart and are not really big enough.  Clerk to liaise with MSDC regarding possible replacement.

· P Paine commented that the fence at Ayton had been moved 3 ft forward, not allowing for verge.  Clerk to advise Planning Office.

5. Reports:

5.1. SCC: J Clover (no report received)
5.2. MSDC: A Stringer

· Village of the Year Competition: Fressingfield won, with Elmswell a close second (both going through to County Final).  The Philip Watson Cup was won by Old Newton.
· Affordable Housing Commuted Sums: MSDC Policy now to take commuted payment instead of affordable housing being provided onsite.

· Stowmarket Master Plan: Projects to market Stowmarket to include an Independents Day and A Taste of Stowmarket event, with protection/enhancement of Gipping River also considered.

· Suffolk Unitary: Boundary Committee have given preferred options, favouring creation of North Haven Unitary to include Ipswich, Felixstowe and surrounding parishes.
5.3. Suffolk Police: Represented by Nick Emerick:
· Reported Crimes: 2 crimes in the village since 1 May 2008.
· Clair Wayman now Safer Neighbourhood Team Police Officer for Wickham Skeith.
· Possessions should be locked up and windows closed when out to deter opportunists.  

· Police Direct – leaflet distributed on messaging system (see newsletter).
· Safe Key – key holder system (£11.75) ensures key details are available to Police if incident occurs when residents on holiday.

· B Perks asked if any feedback was available following reported money missing in Grange Road – no further information as yet.
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5.4. Parish Clerk

· Locality Grant of £350 is available from SCC.  R Elsden suggested Basic Hygiene Course (Lunch Club) - not capital item.  K Knights suggested Computer/Internet Access to increase community activity within Village Hall.  A contribution towards the resurfacing of the Village Hall floor was previously suggested.  Clerk to approach Village Hall Committee and put in Newsletter.

· Trees around The Grimmer – Following MSDC visit, M Appleby and N Merriam assessed the trees/self-set seedlings.  M Appleby reported on their findings - item to be on next agenda for proposals to be agreed.
· Terminal Control North: NATS advised that the Consultation Period was extended into June and that the Consultation Feedback Report will be published during the end of July 2008.

· Gislingham Post Office: Both Postwatch and The Post Office responded to letter supporting residents of Gislingham in their campaign; however, it is believed that the decision is still to close the Post Office.

5.5
Parish Councillors
· No items reported.
6. MSDC Enforcement Officer Visit – Item rescheduled for future meeting as D Abbott had to leave for another appointment.
7. Correspondence Received: All correspondence dealt with during Agenda items or included in Correspondence File.

8. Finance

8.1. Financial Position as at 30 June:  B Kemp presented the accounts for year ending 31 March 2008 and as at July 2008.  The Statement of Accounts for the year ending 31 March 2008 was approved by the Parish Council.
8.2. The Annual Governance Statement was also approved, with Items 1-9 agreed as “YES” and Trust Funds being “non-applicable”.

8.3. Clerk to post Audit notices and apply for extension in returning the Annual Return.  

8.4. Internal Audit: N Merriam to contact P Cutting.

8.5. Bank Mandate: It was agreed to add N Merriam as signatory, replacing J Homan.
8.6. It was agreed to amend bank standing order to £74.07 for Clerk’s salary (agreed in January).
8.7. The following cheques were made available for signing: SuffolkACRE (Subs) £25.00, MSDC (Grasscutting) £708.52, Lubbock Fine (Audit Fee) £58.75, T Goodacre (Clerk’s backpay/ expenses) £76.92, SALC (Subs) £141.80, St Andrews Church (Locality Grant) £365.00, Village Hall (Hire) £60.00.
9. Planning Matters:

9.1. Ref: 1772/08 Windmill Cottage, The Green – for the removal of one leylandi tree

9.2. Ref: 2180/08 The Old Forge, Daisy Green Lane – Application for Certificate of Lawful Development
9.3. Ref: 0964/08 – Hamelin, The Green:  Application for new double cart shed REFUSED
9.4. Ref: 1221/08 – Penlee House, The Street – Erection of garden shed REFUSED
9.5. Ref: 1710/08 (resubmission of 0428/08): Hillside, The Broadway: Permission GRANTED for extension, removal of outbuilding and new garage
9.6. Ref: 1232/08 Lane at St Andrews Close (Affordable Housing): Paperwork now received detailing conditions of planning permission.
10. Matters for next Agenda: Trees situated around The Green, Play Area for Children

11. Next Meeting: 8 September 2008 at 8.00 pm 
Meeting closed at 9.10 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..










