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Community Forum launched
Residents of Badwell Ash parish got their much-discussed Community Forum off the ground at the end of April, with a meeting to elect officers, debate a constitution, and kick off some community projects.

The goal of the Forum will be to provide a way for villagers in the parish to work together on events and projects; and to pool their thoughts on proposals to be put to elected bodies, public organizations and business interests.

“Badwell has gone forward,” commented District Councillor Roy Barker at the annual Parish Meeting May 3rd. “Especially with the new Badwell Forum and the newsletter going out. I think it’s excellent,” he said.

The April 27th meeting identified four such projects or priorities for the Forum to get its teeth into.

These were:

· To organize a Village Fête over the August Bank Holiday;

· To organize a competition for local artists to design a village sign for Badwell Ash;

· To follow up with the Parish and County Councils on traffic concerns identified in the Christmas Village Survey;
· To investigate ways to increase the use of the Village Hall, in particular by approaching Mid-Suffolk Council about using the hall as a venue to run courses.

The Community Forum aims to be as inclusive as possible, the meeting decided, avoiding the creation of a formal or permanent steering committee and deciding in principle that decisions of the Forum should be voted on by any residents of the parish who would like to participate.

Badwell Ash parish includes Badwell Ash itself, a large part of Long Thurlow, and Badwell Green.

Continues page 2

Community Forum – from page 1

Actions of the forum should be co-ordinated, people said, by ad hoc groups or individuals chosen to take on specific community problems or organize events. Residents at the meeting elected the following officers for this year: Chairman – Michael Frayne; Secretary – Jackie Thackeray; Treasurer – Bryan Kirkby.

Next meeting Thursday May 18th in the pub

The meeting also formed an organizing committee for the proposed Village Fête, comprising shop owner Bryan Kirkby, White Horse landlord Ashley Simpson, Simon Keswick, and Jackie and Alan Orford (story page 3).

It discussed the possibility of staging a village Bonfire Night event; approaching the Bury Theatre Royal about staging events in the village hall; and organizing other events and clubs identified in the Christmas survey – such as ballroom dancing or keep fit classes. 
If you would like to participate in the forum, please come to the next meeting on Thursday May 18th in the White Horse. ■
Church raises over £600
A Church coffee morning on April 8th raised £200 for the care of the St Mary’s church building. Many thanks to all who help and to all who supported us. We hope that you may be able to drop into the church of Friday 9th June between 9.30 and 11.30 am, when we will be serving coffee, and selling cakes, produce, plants and books.

The Church’s Lent Lunch at Emberton Cottage raised £109 for Oxfam – the total from five lunches organized in recent month has been £444. Thank you for your generosity. More details from Di Barker in the next issue of The Octopus.
Angela Brooks

Sleeping with warriors
Members of the Walsham History Group enjoyed a lively and fascinating talk last month on Anglo-Saxon burial sites at Lakenheath airbase.
Jo Caruth, East Anglian county archaeologist, looked in depth at a traditional “warrior and horse” burial unearthed at the site of a proposed accommodation block at the base. Her high-tech slide show was in stark contrast to the literal “cutting edge” technology of the Anglo-Saxons.

I found the images she showed very moving – the bridled horse on its side, with its head close to and facing its owner’s coffin, was touchingly friendly. It was clear from the brown residue of the original wood of the coffin that the horse’s rear near-hind had been laid over the coffin itself.

Interestingly, it appeared that the horse used for the burial was lame – perhaps evidence of the pragmatism of the Anglo-Saxons: despite the warrior’s seeming high status, it appears that a second-best horse would do… A proposed exhibition of the skeletal finds at the base, Caruth told us, had been shelved. It was thought US Air Force personnel might not get the best night’s rest if they discovered that not only were they sleeping in an Anglo-Saxon graveyard, but with an Anglo-Saxon person too.

If you find such stuff as interesting as I do, why not join the Walsham History Group. You don’t have to live in the village – I don’t – and for a fiver, the group offers a wealth of events and lectures.

Enquiries to Maureen Turner on 01359-258496

Jo Kendall
Join the Village Fête
Everyone at the Community Forum meeting on April 27th felt it was a good idea to kick off the Forum with a big village event – and what better than a full village fête to serve as a launching pad and help to promote a sense of community spirit. 

So a small number of volunteers met early in May to discuss the event and came up with some ideas.
Current headlines for the day are:

· Event to be held Sunday 27th August 2006 (Bank Holiday Weekend) on the Recreation Ground. 3 pm till late.

· Event to open at 3pm with a village photo, trying to capture all the residents of Badwell Ash in one photo.

Event ideas thrown up so far include:

Bouncy Castle; Trampoline; Face Painting; Tug o’ War; Welly Throwing; Junior Disco; Entertainer, mingling with the crowd; Beer Tent; Pig Roast; Balloon Race; Casting Competition; Laser Clay Pigeon Shooting; Raffle; Tombola; Home Made Cake Stall; Army Assault Course; Penalty Shoot Out; Steam Engine Show; Evening Barn Dance; Close with Firework Display.

But we need your help! Anyone and everyone’s contribution would be most appreciated. We are particularly interested in:

· Anyone who wants to get involved in organizing the day

· Any willing helpers who would like to assist on the day

· Any persons or organizations who would like to run a stall

· Other ideas on how to make the day as successful as possible

While the day is designed as a fun day which would help to promote the Community Forum, we discussed the possibility that whatever funds were raised were put back into the village and would go towards paying for our village sign. 

If you have ideas for the fête, please call Alan and Jackie Orford on 01359 258385 or email: alanorford05@aol.com.
Jackie Thackeray
Lancaster 
Bomber Fly-Over
 On 1st July a Lancaster bomber (subject to weather conditions) will be doing a flyover of Badwell Ash at 12.30. This is in recognition of the 218  (Gold Coast) Squadron annual reunion that has been held at the home of Marjory Griffiths in Badwell Ash for the past 14 years.

In the past when the fly-over has happened it has done several very low passes – a very rare sight to see and not to be missed. ■
Neighbourhood Watch
Several burglaries were reported in the village last month.

Tools were stolen from a van and subsequently used to break into sheds where several items were then stolen as well. Also stolen were credit cards left in a car. Please remember to not leave valuables in cars – it seems to be advice that we all know but often forget.

Heating oil has also been removed from several storage tanks, according to residents. But when I spoke to the police they had no reported incidents. Please report all crime, however insignificant or however unlikely you may feel it is to get the crime solved or goods returned.

You may feel it not worth troubling the police, but they need to know of crime trends. Many minor crime incidents can be useful in solving other crimes or more major ones.

Bear in mind too that police patrols are allocated to areas of need; so if no crime is reported you get no police.  So report it…

Bryan Kirkby 

The bomb that never was

Badwell Ash had a surprise visit from the Bomb Squad last month after a resident digging in their garden unearthed what seemed like the unmistakable tail-fin of a Second World War bomb.

Police were called and said they thought it looked like a bomb too, perhaps a mortar bomb.
Alas, or rather perhaps fortunately, when the Army arrived, they were – eventually – of a different opinion. At first sight, this could easily be a 28-lb bomb, the experts said.
But when they excavated cautiously around it, the ominous crossed fins turned out to be the foot of an upside-down metal fencepost holder…
That was the end of the story. Or was it?

To the resident’s horror, on returning from their Easter holiday, they found their gate taped off, with “Danger! Do Not Enter” signs.

Only on entering the the property did the truth become clear. “Friends” of the family had installed over a dozen plywood bombs nose down in the grass, an Anderson shelter, a mortar stand, and a shop manikin, in full military uniform and toting a gun…■
News in brief:

Parish council re-elects officers
The Badwell Parish Council voted to retain Arthur Diaper as its chairman and Richard Pratt as vice-chairman for a further year at its May 3rd meeting. Local elections will then take place in May 2007.

The long arm of the law

Four and a half years ago the village store was broken into and tobacco and spirits were stolen.
Although police had suspicions of who was involved they were unable at the time to get a conviction.
 Now however the thieves have been caught and convicted for this and other offences. Jail sentences of up to five years have been handed down to three people. ■
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German Prisoners of War help bring in the 1942 harvest at Shackerland Hall Farm. The POWs are the three men on the haystack. Photograph copyright © Margaret Symonds.














Your ad here…


The Badwell Broadsheet is published in association with the Badwell Ash Community Forum and is kindly funded by the Badwell Ash Parish Council. It is distributed free throughout the parish. If you would like to advertise in the Broadsheet, please contact editor Neil Fleming at neil.fleming@hydrocracker.co.uk  or call him on 01359-259625.


Please also send him your feedback on the Broadsheet, local notices for publication, or contributed articles.








Village Survey Prize Draw Winners


Readers may recall that a prize draw was offered to those who completed the Christmas Survey of residents’ opinions. The Badwell Broadsheet is pleased to announce that:


Mr & Mrs Hamilton of Orchard Way have won £25 worth of shopping at the village shop, and


Mrs E Brown of Richer Close has won a meal for two at the White Horse.








Concert at St Mary's �Walsham le Willows


The Seckford Ensemble Brass Quintet





Brass Music from Bach to Bernstein..and beyond.





Saturday 3rd June 7.30 p.m.


Tickets at the door £7, £5 concessions, Children, students £2








“School and More” Summer Fair – June 17th


Badwell Ash School will be holding its annual outdoor Summer Fair on June 17th this year and is throwing the event open to any clubs or groups who would like to join the fun. If you would like to run a stall or an event at the Fair, please get in touch with either Simon Keswick on 01359-258212 or Neil Fleming on 01359-259625.


The Fair already plans to feature a beer tent, welly throwing, an assault course, a fire engine, a penalty shoot-out competition, a do-it-yourself puppet theatre, face painting, live music and loads more stalls and competitions. All are welcome to this family event.





Dates coming up…


May 18	Community Forum meeting	8.00 pm	White Horse pub


June 3	Next Badwell Broadsheet deadline…


June 3	Brass ensemble concert	7.30 pm	St Mary’s Walsham


June 7	Pub Quiz night	8.00 pm	White Horse pub


June 9	Church coffee and stalls	9.30 am	St Mary’s Church


June 17	School & Village Summer Fair 	2.00 pm	School & field


July 1	Lancaster Bomber Fly-Over	12.30 pm	Angels One…


July 3	Parish Council Meeting	7.30 pm	Village Hall


July 14	Barn Dance	6.30 pm	Village Hall


Aug 27	Village Fête	3.00 pm	Rec ground
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Village sign competition


The Badwell Community Forum announces the launch of a competition to design and build a sign for Badwell Ash Village.


If you have ideas for what should go on the sign, or would like to design it, or would like to build it, please bring your thoughts or sketches to the next Community Forum meeting on May 18th. We would then hope to hold an exhibition of designs for residents to vote on in subsequent weeks.
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