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BARNINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Barningham Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd June 2010 at 7:35pm in Barningham Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs: B Last, M Millett, K Cummings, D Pettitt, C Bullock, B Cllr D Ray C.Cllr Joanna Spicer and 3 members of the public.
1.  Apologies for absence Cllrs: W Martineau
2. Resignation of Councillor: Cllr Callear’s resignation. Sadly, due to conflicting demands in her life, Cllr Callear has decided to resign from the Parish Council. She is happy to continue updating the website until a replacement has been found. The Parish Council will miss Cllr Callear and wish her well with the future. A number of candidates have put their names forward for the vacancy and they will have an opportunity later on in the meeting to introduce themselves. Due to legal time frames a firm decision as to Cllr Callear’s replacement can not be made until after the 7th June.  

3.  Declaration of Interest Cllrs Last, Cummins and Millett declared an interest in Item 16. Cllr Pettitt declared an interest in item 20.

4   Minutes. Minutes of the meeting of 5th May 2010 signed and approved as a correct record.

Meeting Adjourned

5. Meeting open to the public

Three candidates put themselves forward to replace Cllr Callear. Hilary Jones, Simon Brown and Lynne Gilbert. The Clerk read out information received from each of them and then they were given the opportunity to ask and answer questions. The Councillors will hold a discussion and vote at the end of the meeting under item 22.

6.  Report by County Councillor: J Spicer

Cllr Spicer was unable to attend the meeting but reported, via the Clerk that Ixworth police station was likely to have a significant cut in opening hours, and a letter will be coming regarding this. Cllr Spicer reluctantly supports this as we do see more police everywhere than for years and also it is not much used the 20 hours it is currently open.

7. Report by Borough Councillor: D Ray

Cllr Ray reported that anti social behaviour was a problem in Stanton at the moment.  Since we last met we have a new government and they are doing away with unitary council for Suffolk and the regional spatial strategy, it is not known what effect this will have on the LDF. They have also said there will be no council tax increase; the parish council would like to know if this will affect them. The standards board is also going.

8.  Report of Community Police Officer

         Since the last parish meeting in May there has been one reported crime of criminal damage to  

         motor vehicle in Hopton road. The theft of scrap metal is again on the increase across the 

         county. Please report any suspicious vehicles or persons who may approach you asking for 

         scrap metal. Please report registration plates and descriptions of people and ring us. We would 

         rather check a vehicle out and it come to nothing than not to check anything at all and then a 

         crime is committed.

         Further details of your team can be found at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.onesuffolk.co.uk
 and follow the link to Safer 

         Neighbourhood Teams. This enables you to view the priorities being tackled by your team as 

        well as being able to pass on information or report problems affecting your day to day life.

We are also inviting those, who haven’t already, to sign up to Police Direct, which is a high tech 

messaging service provided by Suffolk Constabulary, which is designed to bring you up to date 

information about crime and policing issues in your area. We can send you information by email 

to your computer, by text to your mobile phone, by telephone and to your landline.

The service will give you: Latest information on local crime , Warnings about bogus callers,

        Crime reduction advice, Updates from your Safer Neighbourhood Team, Latest details on major 

        traffic disruptions.

        It’s free to join Police Direct and you choose how you want to receive the alerts, via email, text 

        or phone or any combination of these.

       You can register up to three postcodes, which could include where you live, where you work and 

       maybe where a relative lives. To register contact the Police Direct Team on 01473 613997 or 

       email    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor policedirect@suffolk.pnn.police.uk

       Feel free to contact the team on 01284 774100 

9   Report from Internal Accountant: Sally Reader

See under item 11.2
Meeting reconvened

10 Progress reports. For information from:

10.1 Chairman:   10.1.1 Barningham Flower Beds Report May 2010

Village Sign bed

This circular bed, some 3ft wide around the sign plinth is now mainly weeds with some spring bulbs and 1 green/variegated shrub some 2ft in height and width.

Proposal

Replant the entire bed, except the shrub which needs pruning of dead areas. If it is to stay variegated any green branches will need to be removed. Suggested plants include Valerian (pink)*, Bergenia (pink EG)*, Hypericum (yellow semi EG), Euphorbia (yellow EG), Geranium - cranesbill (purple - blue – pink semi EG)*Cllr Last will weed and replant and see how this works for this summer.                                                                                                   Action Cllr Last
Church Gardens bed

Shield shaped bed edged with Box. Centre planted with 1 Rose and 6 Hebes surrounded by gravel on weedblock material. 4 of the Hebes are dead and the remaining 2 are partially dead. Some weeds are coming through the weedblock and two areas of the Box are either dead or dying. Currently very little is visible from the road or paths.

Proposal

Dig up the bed and replace by grass, relocating the rose. Plant a flowering tree to left hand side of the area ( flowering cherry, lilac, sorbus, etc). This will need to be discussed with SEBC who mow the grass around the bed. Currently they kill the grass around the outside of the box edging, around the trees and by the bench to make it easier for their mowing, leaving unsightly areas. If SEBC would stop doing this Steve is prepared to strim around the ‘obstacles’.

If the PC wishes to keep this bed the centre will need to be replanted, 2 new box plants introduced, and a rota drawn up for maintenance. Any replanting will have to be taller and able to cope with very dry conditions. The Clerk will contact St Edmundsbury regarding the proposals and if they are in agreement seek three quotes from local contractors to carry out the required work.                                                                                                         Action Clerk
Footpath garden

Currently this is all evergreen shrubs plus some spring bulbs and lavender, and weeds/brambles. The area facing Mill Road could be weeded and some colour introduced with hardy perennials such as Alchemilla Mollis (yellow)*, Euphorbia Robbiae (yellow), Ruta Graveolous (aromatic yellow EG), Hyssop (blue semi EG), Geranium - cranesbill (purple - blue – pink semi EG)*. 

The area facing Church road needs a smaller amount of weeding and cutting back and possibly some summer flowering bulbs introduced. Cllr Last and Steve Wilson will carry out this work.

                                                                                                     Action Cllr Last/Steve Wilson
Village hall

There are two beds: one sponsored by the youth club, to the right of the building, which the VH committee have agreed to grass over to provide extra parking; and one sponsored by the Brownies which is to the front left of the building close to the round and overlooked by trees. The Brownies bed is clover shaped and edged with low wooden edging. It has a number of healthy shrubs in it including hebes, heather and lavender. It requires some weeding and introducing some ground cover to suppress the weeds.

Proposal

VH will ask if the Brownies wish to continue looking after the bed and will report to the PC meeting.                                                                                                         Action Cllr Last
Plants suggested should be low maintenance, pruning or dead heading once a year and mainly evergreen. Those marked with an asterisk Cllr Last can probably provide some cuttings or plants from her garden. All beds are dry and need plants that do not require watering.

10. 2 Clerk: 10.2.1 Access, Victoria House. 

The work at Victoria House does not breach any planning regulation with St Edmundsbury Borough Council and Suffolk County Council feel that there is little that can be done to alter the situation. It would be an offence to obstruct the entrance.

10.2.2. Cascade, Rural Housing info. 

Cascade housing has sent information on developing affordable housing. The Clerk will keep this information on file in case they can be of any assistance regarding the work currently carried out by Suffolk Acre. 

10.2.3 Spar shop wall repair
The shop wall has been repaired, the Clerk will write to Spar thanking them foe carrying out this work.                                                                                                                          Action Clerk
10.2.4 Dog fouling, new cemetery.

The clerk discussed this problem with the village caretaker and he reported that ‘he has only been doing the job for four and a half years but I have never found any dog mess in either cemetery.

11      Accounts
11.1 The following accounts were approved for payment:
Steve Wilson                                                       £411.16

Vicki Gay                                                             £489.01           

H M Revenue & Customs Only                           £130.11
Vicki Gay                                                             £35.08*
SALC, Membership                                             £300.80
S.Wilson, expenses                                             £7.01

M Bleay                                                               £100.00

Playdale, spares                                                 £68.81   
Suffolk Wildlife                                                    £38.00             
Sally Reeder, internal accounts                          £300.00

*overpaid by £11.60 to be deducted from next months expenses

 11.2 Approval of Accounts for submission to external auditor
It was Resolved  to approve the accounts prepared by the internal auditor, Sally Reeder. The Clerk  will submit them to BDO.                                                                                 Action Clerk  
Progress reports. For information, from: 

12. Community Affairs Officer: Cllr Pettitt 
 Cllr Pettitt had no report to make, 
12.1 Footpath Officer: Cllr Millett 
 There has been general maintenance at Aggies Piece. The meadow is due to be cut in July by local farmer John Wallace. Cllr Millett has some small oaks ready for planting. The footpaths have been cut, there is still some rubble at the side of the path behind the church, it is hoped that the workmen will remove when they have finished working on the house in Church Gardens.
12.2 Communications Officer:  
 See under item 2. Cllr Last will up date the web site and write the article for the village news until a suitable replacement can be found.
12.3Transport Officer: Cllr Cummings 

Cllr Cummins has been asked about the possibility of speed bumps at the entrance to Hopton Road. The issue of traffic calming will be put on the agenda for July.                   Action Clerk.

More volunteers are still being sought for speed watch in the village. 

There are a number of young deer about at the moment. It is asked that they are left alone because if interfered with the mother may reject them.
12.4 Village Hall representatives: Cllr Last
The AGM was held last Wednesday and the current committee agreed to stand again. Cllr Millett will be the village hall rep for the parish council.

12.5 Legal Matters Cllr W Martineau 

Cllr Martineau was unable to attend the meeting and had no report to make.
12.6 Planning, Clerk of works Cllr C Bullock: 

Cllr Bullock had no report to make.

12.7 Village Caretaker: Steve Wilson 

Having finally received some replacement anti-wraps for the Play Area, the 18th of May was to have seen the installation of our new cradle swing; this would have brought us up to two cradle swings for the first time in a year.  Unfortunately, the existing swing was vandalised on the 17th of May so we still have only one. Mowing and strimming has continued apace but a blade-guard within the chassis of the mower has now fallen off.  I will try to re-attach the guard but, if unsuccessful, we run the risk of terminal blade damage on some of the extreme surfaces I cover.   The good weather has brought its usual increase in littering by thirsty people and a matching increase in recycling.  Extra work in this period has included clearing dead vegetation from the bed around the village sign and installing a length of recycled wooden fencing in the New Cemetery.

12.8 Cemetery Working Party
Work is still ongoing
13.    St Edmundsbury Borough Council Local Development Framework

The Councillors have heard no adverse comments about the latest proposals. Cllr Last has added a response as requested, reinforcing the need for a separate entrance on to the B1111 and the need for adequate infrastructure, i.e. sewage.
14.   Suffolk Acre Housing needs 
We hope to have some feed back by the July meeting.
15.   Future development of Cricket Meadow. 
Different land options are still being explored.
16.   Request for grant, village hall 

The village hall management committee have asked about a possible grant from the parish council to help pay for some necessary improvements to the village hall’s fire alarm and emergency lighting systems.  At their last annual inspection it was found that the systems did not comply with the current British Standard BS5839 and that various works were needed. The list specified 13 items including additional sounders and strobes, heat and smoke alarms, additional emergency lights and additional lighting on exit routes.  They now have received three estimates for the work the lowest of which is £3295 and the highest £4735. They currently have approximately £1300 uncommitted in their improvements fund and therefore need grant aid to allow the work to go ahead. They would be very grateful if the parish council could agree to a grant of £1000 to help towards the cost of the work. They are happy to send copies of the inspection report and the estimates and their current financial position if we require them before a decision can be made on their request. It was Resolved that a grant of £1000 should be awarded to the Village Hall.
17.  Notification of Bin Round Changes

Advance notification of bin collection days, each resident will be written too.

18.   Local Flooding Survey

This was circulated for the Councillors to complete.                            Action Councillors
19.   The Big Lunch

It was felt that there was not enough time to put this into practice.
16     Planning Matters To include any applications/decisions received since the agenda was posted. 

SE/10/0596 Gibbs, Land at Victoria House, Bardwell Road, Erection of single storey dwelling.

There was no objection to a property being built here but the proposed development was thought to be too large for the site. The roof height was also questioned.
Cllr Pettitt left the room whilst this application was discussed.
SE/10/0572 Land adjacent Mill House, Mill Road. To extend time limit for an additional three years for the commencement of development authorised by SE/07/1655 for erection of detached two storey dwelling with integral garage and vehicular access. No Objection
Granted SE/10/0369 30 Bishops Croft.

17     Correspondence for information To note the items listed below which have been 
circulated or will be available for inspection at the meeting. No action to be taken.

20.1Suffolk COPD Services, Pulmonary Rehabilitation Courses. 20.2 Sustainable Tourism East Project. 

18. Clerks report on urgent decisions since last meeting None

19  Councillors reports and items for future agenda None
20. Playing Field (Cricket Meadow) Legal date 2nd February 2014 to 1st February 2015

21. Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 7th July 2010
22. To consider the exclusion of the public and press in the public interest for 
consideration of the following items:
22.1 Personnel Issues. 22.2 Legal Issues. See under separate cover.
No further business, Meeting closed: 
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