BIG LUNCH
Colleagues

What is the BIG LUNCH?

The BIG LUNCH was devised by Tim Smit (Eden Project) and Paul Twivy the CEO of the BIG LUNCH and member of the Prime Minister’s Council on Social Action. The project seeks to encourage cohesion and engagement in communities by enabling people to organise a BIG LUNCH in their streets on Sunday 19th July this year and on a similar date for years to come. 
The BIG LUNCH website is http://www.thebiglunch.com 
Lunches will occur all over the UK; organised by neighbours using if possible locally sourced or grown food. Organisers and participants are encouraged to register on the website that contains helpful information and tips for a successful event. 
The BIG LUNCH is sponsored by The Eden Project, Mastercard, The Royal Mail and EDF Energy. Communities and Local Government have also supplied some seed corn funding. 
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How has the BIG LUNCH been promoted?

· The BIG LUNCH launched their campaign to the public in Covent Garden with the ‘worlds biggest ever’ invitation card made out of fruit and vegetables (see images below)
· There are 132 partner organisations actively promoting the BIG LUNCH
· Over 6 million people contacted through social marketing
· Distributed of 27,000 Action booklets to major outlets
· Production of 6 million A5 leaflets
· Mastercard have produced a TV add highlighting the BIG LUNCH which is being screened on prime time ITV from 11 May
· Steady coverage in the media, the majority is positive or neutral
· Social media site are also being used to promote the project
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How are government departments supporting the BIG LUNCH?

· Hazel Blears has written to all MPs, Peers and Ministers across government
· Gus O’Donnell has written to the Permanent Secretaries of all government departments and will shortly write to the 200 most senior civil servants
· Cabinet Office are working with the BIG LUNCH organisers and Matt Tee is meeting with Hazel Blears on 19 May to discuss how the BIG LUNCH can be supported across government. This may include a film competition for the best BIG LUNCH to be staged by civil servants as judged by the films they make
· Ed Balls has agreed to support the BIG LUNCH in schools and Sure Start Centres and leaflets are being distributed to all Sure Start Centres. Ed Ball has also written to all Head Teachers and Lesson Plans are available on the BIG LUNCH website

· The BIG LUNCH are also talking to Department of Health and Ministry of Justice.

The message behind all these communications is that the BIG LUNCH is a worthwhile charitable endeavour that is supported across government. 
Why should you be involved?
· This initiative has a whole community whole nation feel – rather like Red Nose Day or Comic Relief – which it hopes to emulate. It is relevant to everyone
· An initiative of this type could help lift spirits at a time of economic downturn
· It will help people build stronger and larger individual networks; good for life chances. It will also build stronger and more resilient communities; good for cohesion and empowerment
· As a major employer - our employees and stakeholders are also our communities - we want to bring this campaign to their attention and encourage them to take part if they want to
· It also fits with other recent campaigns which encourage healthy living, sustainable communities and ‘grow your own,’ DEFRA’s campaign to encourage people to ‘Eat Seasonally’ and BBC ‘Dig In’.
What more can you do?
· Use your internal and external communication channels to promote the BIG LUNCH to agencies, stakeholders and staff

· You could encourage your staff to hold their own BIG LUNCHes. 
· Link to the BIG LUNCH website from you websites with a supporting news story
· Arrangements can then be made for BIG LUNCH leaflets and Posters to be sent for display in common areas. Contact info@thebiglunch.com for more details
· If you have networks that reach into communities use your influence to ensure that the BIG LUNCH gets advertised in community hubs – Police Offices, libraries, GP and Dentist surgeries, Job Centres etc. 
BY last week 2,420 lunches have been booked on the BIG LUNCH website
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