Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Monday 8th March, 2010

in the Parish Rooms, Grundisburgh

NOTICES had been posted according with regulations.

Present:- Messrs. A.Billings,  P.Brunning, D.Crowe (in the chair), J.Dunnett, J.Goddard, G.Hartfall, R.Youngman, Mrs.J.Bignell, Mrs.A.Garrod, Mrs.S.Grahn, County Councillor.P.Bellfield, PC S.Brett and 1 member of the public.

1.   Apologies for absence      County Councillor Peter Bellfield, District Councillor Ivan Jowers (both attending Little Bealings Annual Parish Meeting,   Mrs.J.Crowe (business), Mrs.A.Willetts (illness)
2.   To receive member’s declarations of interest    No interests were declared
3.   Minutes -The minutes of the Meeting held on the 11th January, 2010 had been circulated and were therefore taken as read.   It was proposed by Mr.Goddard seconded by Mr.Billings, to unanimous approval, that these minutes be signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

Matters arising      the Clerk reported:
3.1  Village Green Telephone Kiosk   BT informed the Clerk that the Kiosk will be painted after the 1st April, 2010.     If the council decided to adopt the Kiosk BT would offer two options concerning the power supply. 
Option 1: BT Payphones will continue to be responsible for the electrical supply with a view to disconnecting this in the short term at their expense. BT will contact the kiosk owner should this become necessary.
 At the point of transfer BT will ensure that the light will be working but from then on BT will only be responsible for the supply in to the kiosk to the point of the R.E.C. fuse box. Any future faults beyond this point will be the responsibility of the kiosk owner.
Option 2: The customer can choose to take over the responsibility for the electricity supply, where customers choosing this option will have to apply for an MPAN number from their electricity company. 
The Clerk said that if the council adopted the telephony would be removed, it would have a substantial electricity charge to pay plus maintenance and insurance costs and will have to find a use for it.     If things are left as they are the telephony will stay and BT will continue maintain it.   The Kiosk is protected by a Grade 11 listing.     His recommendation that the council decline BT’s offer was unanimously approved.   

3.2  Old School Housing   Promises have been made to improve the lot of tenants of the Old School flats by English Churches Housing Group which have yet to be fulfilled.   Mrs.Willetts and the Clerk would continue to lobby English Churches.  
3.3  Grundisburgh Playing Field – Proposed new management structure      The Playing Field Management Committee will meet on the 15th March, 2010 to discuss the Clerk’s proposals reported at the previous meeting. 

4.   Police Matters     PC Brett reported that there had been only two recorded crimes in Grundisburgh since the January meeting.   The Olde Forge Stores had been broken into and the Primary School had suffered vandalism which would cost £500 to repair.   Metal thefts were still causing problems.  
As the Speed Watch camera’s battery soon runs out in temperatures below 4c operations were delayed until this month.
PC Brett will monitor parking on Rose Hill.    On recent visits he checked vehicles to see whether items were visible he was pleased to find none.
Community Engagement Meetings would be held prior to council meetings 6.30 – 7.15pm at St.Botolph’s Church, Culpho on the 12th July and in Grundisburgh Parish Rooms on the 8th November
5.   District Councillor’s Report     no report
6.   County Councillor’s Report    No report
7.  Restructuring of Local Government in Suffolk     The Clerk read the following extract from a Government Press Release.
“After careful consideration of the Boundary Committee's advice and the views of local councils, MPs, stakeholders and the public Ministers found there was widespread support for some form of unitary government in Suffolk but no single proposal emerged. The Government is now asking Suffolk councils and MPs to reach a consensus on what unitary solution they want through a countywide constitutional convention.”   This  so called “widespread support” for unitary government was because Suffolk was told that the status quo was not an option and had to choose between unitary options.   This had  been pointed out to the Minisrter by the District Council.  It was unclear  how a “countywide constitutional convention” would  function. 
8.   Correspondence      No report.
9.   Grundisburgh & Culpho Village Matters
9.1  Ablitts Meadow     The Clerk reported that No:29, a one bedroom flat, is available for rent.   Posters have been placed in the Parish Notice Boards, Post Office, Olde Forge Stores, Williams Store, Doctors Surgery and posted on the What’s on in Grundisburgh News Group.     The only involvement the council will have in the selection of a new tenant will be the checking of applicants local connections. 
To qualify applicants must have a strong local connection.   “Local” means one or more of the following:-

· current residence in Grundisburgh

· previous residence in Grundisburgh 

· close relatives currently living in Grundisburgh

· current permanent employment in Grundisburgh

· about to take up permanent employment in Grundisburgh

9.2  Dog & Olde Forge Stores Fore Court      Mr.Dunnett said the condition of the fore courts was a disgrace and the parish council should contribute towards the cost of resurfacing.    He was reminded that when this had been discussed before caution was urged as a precedent could be set and this kind of expenditure could be perceived by residents as an inappropriate use of council tax.     Mr.Youngman said the council should not put pressure on small local businesses.   Mr.Dunnett will seek quotations for resurfacing the whole area.   The Clerk will contact the District Council Health & Safety Officer.
9.3  Folly Cottage Bridge    Mr.Dunnett asked whether the Clerk had knowledge that the bridge was to be replaced.    The Clerk explained that the Folly Cottage owners had contacted him, seeking his advice, because the old bridge was stopping the flow of water causing serious flooding.  Mr.Dunnett criticised the Clerk for not having informed, and for making a decision without consulting, councillors.  The Clerk explained that he had asked the County Council Highways Department to meet the owners on site and the County Council consequently made the decision to rebuild the bridge.   The Chairman gave an assurance that in future we would try to keep everyone informed on decisions and actions taken outside of formal council meetings.  The Clerk replied that he considered that he had acted properly and consistently and that Mr.Dunnett’s attitude is totally unreasonable 

9.4  War Memorial    Charles Clarke & Sons had commenced work on restoring the Memorial. 

10.   Good Neighbour Scheme      The Chairman reported that a meeting of village organisations with responsibilities for the elderly had met in the Parish Rooms with Nat Bocking of Suffolk ACRE on the 26th February.  The purpose of the meeting was to investigate how a Good Neighbour Scheme would fit into to the current provision for the elderly in the villages.  It was a very productive meeting.  He was pleased to hear of the many activities provided for the elderly in Grundisburgh and that St.Mary’s Church was in the process of establishing a Scheme.    He felt that more information about the services for the elderly should be made more easily available.
11.  Allotments      The Clerk had provided a paper setting out the current situation in July 2009 which he had passed to Messrs.Dunnett & Billings.  Some time in the future the allotments could be required for housing and the council should identify other land that could be used for the purpose if this occurred.   At a recent meeting of the District Council’s Community Customers and Partners Scrutiny Committee, which reviewed the Local Development Framework, the Committee agreed to recommend that Cabinet consider that some control of land currently held for sport & leisure activities and for allotments is required where the Council can insist on compensatory provision.    Various alternative sites were mentioned.
12   Financial Matters
12.1  Ratification of payments made since the last meeting and approved at the time
Suffolk County Council                                  £684.41  Playing Field Grass Cutting 2009
Mrs.S.Grahn                                                      £34.55  Christmas Walk 2009 Expenses

Mr.D.Crowe                                                       £45.79  Travel Expenses

Mr.Iain Langdon                                              £104.72  Christmas Tree & Lights

Mr.R.Fletcher                                                   £196.50  Village Green Grass Cutting Nov – repair post & rail
Society of Local Council Clerks

  £82.00  Annual Subscription

Mr.J.Ager



£615.00  Clerk’s Salary December 2009/January 2010






£118.19  Clerk’s Expenses 20/11/09 – 06/01/10

                                                                          £35.40  A4 Paper and C5 envelopes

                                                                          £69.39  Colour Laser Jet 2550 Yellow Cartridge 

R.J.Isbell & Son (East Anglia) Ltd                £100.00  Allotment Rent 2010 

It was proposed by Mr.Goddard seconded by Mrs.Bignell to unanimous approval, that these payments be ratified.

12.2  Emergency payments were made prior to the meeting under Section 5.7 of Financial Standing Orders
Norse Commercial Services Ltd

  £50.60  Doggy Bags
Jubilee Sailing Trust


£100.00  Girl Guides Tall Ships Round Britain Voyage – Charlotte Tatham

A.J.Pryke & Son



£105.75  Snow Clearing standby charge  (send letter of thanks)

Mr.C.Hammond



  £44.09  Replacing glass in Olde Forge Stores Notice Board

Reg Snook



£262.00  Village Portraits

Other payments requiring approval

Mr.J.Ager



£610.00  Clerk’s Salary February/March 2010






  £48.22  Clerk’s Expenses





£552.00  Clerk’s Office Allowance 2009/10

                                                                          £80.45  Colour Laser 2550 Black Cartridge

1st Grundisburgh Scouts


£300.00  Cleaning Bus Shelters 2009/10

Grundisburgh Youth Club


£480.00  Village Hall Hire 2009/10

Trustees of Grundisburgh Parish Rooms         £63.00  Room Hire 2009/10

SALC



              £110.00  Councillors Training Course Stratford St.Andrews – Mrs.S.Grahn

Mrs.S.Grahn



  £45.79  Councillors Training Course Travel Expenses 

Anglia Water



  £52.39  Allotment water charges

Mr.D.R.Martin



  £30.00  Re-fixing Village Green Seat

Mr.B.R.Quinton



  £30.00  Re-fixing Village Green Seat



 

It was proposed by Mr.Goddard seconded by Mr.Billings, to unanimous approval, that these payments be made
12.3  Account Balances as at 8th March, 2010
Business Tracker Account


  £1,968.26


  

Current Account



  £1,342.82





Post Office Investment Account

£19,974.70



VAT to claim



     £637.98





Total




£23,923.76

12.4  Budget Report    The Clerk presented the report for the financial year to date – copy attached.     
12.5  Review of Financial Standing Orders  
Mr.Goddard proposed seconded by Mr.Hartfall, to unanimous approval that the following amendments be made to Financial Standing Orders.  

Delete  Section 3 and insert the following 

3.      ANNUAL BUDGETS

3.1    Committees, where operational, will prepare expenditure proposals covering both

         revenue and capital requirements for the forthcoming financial year and submit 

         them to the Finance Sub Committee by the 20th November.  

3.2    The Finance Committee shall meet in December to prepare a recommended 

         budget for the following financial year which it will present to full Council at its 

         next meeting normally held in January. 

3.3    All Council members to be supplied with a copy of the draft budget prior to this

         meeting

3.4    Council will discuss, amend if necessary and approve the budget as the basis for

         the regular monitoring of the Council's finances (see sect.4.2).
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS – EXPENDITURE APPROVAL

5.7    After “Councillors” insert “with mandated authority to sign”    Delete £500 and insert £1000.
13.  Highways Matters     The Clerk request that members inform him of any pot holes needing repairing or other highway problems as they arise rather than waiting to report them at council meetings.      
Mr.Dunnett complained about farmers leaving hedge cuttings on the road which had caused punctured tyres.   Apparently there is not a code of practice covering hedge cutting on road sides.     He also asked that the Highways Authority be asked to repair the verge opposite his house and to install kerbing on Elm Tree Farm Road and Gull Lane.
The Gull Lane 3302/Stoney Road C365 junction still suffers from flooding.  The Clerk will investigate.        
14.  Proposed Safety Scheme for Parish Rooms Ford   -  Peter Brunning reported that a Traffic Regulation Order had been published.    If all goes well work on implementing the scheme could start in April.   A very encouraging letter of support had been received from Lord Cranworth.
15.  Planning Report
15.1  New Applications
C10/0399  Land adjacent to and rear of Mistyleigh, Clopton Road, Grundisburgh  Construction of vehicular access

15.2  Applications approved by Suffolk Coastal District Council since last meeting
C09/1881  6 Wood Farm Cottages, Wood Farm Road, Culpho  Erection of two-storey rear extensions and single–storey side extension (renewal of extant permission reference C06/2155

C09/1979  10 Thompson Close, Grundisburgh  Erection of single-storey side/rear extension & conversion of garage

C10/0190  10 Jacqueline Close, Grundisburgh  Erection of single-storey side extension (renewal of extant permission reference C06/2155)

C09/2003  Cart Lodge, Finndale House, Grundisburgh  Conversion of cart lodge into studio
15.3  Appeal   C08/1854  Land South of Grundisburgh Road, Tuddenham St.Martin   Change of use of agricultural land to parkland burial site with provision for informal public access and creation of new vehicular access.

Due to illness a new Inspector has been appointed to hear the applicants appeal against the District Council’s refusal of this application. He conducted a site inspection on the 23rd February. 

15.4  Town & Parish Planning Forum    The District Council have arranged  two informal sessions on planning processes and guidance on the 15th and 22nd April.     The purpose of the sessions is not designed as a forum for discussing specific planning cases.   No more than three representatives from each council.

15.5  The Corporate Services Scrutiny Committee    The Committee has decided to examine the planning department at Suffolk Coastal District Council.   A working group has been established to take soundings from Councillors & Parish Councils.   

16.  Annual Parish Meeting 2010      It was agreed that the date of the meeting should be changed from the 20th to the
27th April, 2010.   Mr.Snook had agreed to speak but there was a possibility that he might be out of the country on the 27th.  
Mr. Youngman agreed to arrange refreshments.  GADS were asked to supply glasses.
17.  Public Open Forum      No member of the public wished to address the meeting.       
18.  Save our Rural Roads Campaign    No report
19.  S.A.L.C. Report    The Coastal Area Meeting date has clashed again with this evening’s council meeting.
20.  Conservation & Footpaths Report       Mrs.Grahn reported that the Conservation & Footpaths Committee had met on the 1st March.   
She suggested that cleaning out the Millennium Meadow pond was a huge undertaking and the council should pay for this to be done perhaps by Greenways or the Explorers.   
Mrs.Grahn is consulting local artist, Cindy Spear, to see whether she could produce a village footpaths map. 
Mr.Dunnett asked for the Millennium Meadow Fido Bin to be emptied by the District Council.

It was reported that the steps from Footpath 18 to The Street needed repair.   The Clerk will contact the County Council Rights of Way Department.

21.  Outstanding Items
21.1  Proposed footpaths B1079 Woodbridge Road,  Ipswich Road C323 “Dorney Wood” to Pound Corner Bus Shelter   . 

Footpath Schemes are prioritised on a county wide basis using two factors - need and safety.
· Need looks at the number of properties at the origin and the type of location at the destination for journeys.
· Safety looks at issues such as the type, width, use and pedestrian accident record of the road, and the availability of step-off points and visibility.

These two factors are used to provide a points category rating. 
Once a scheme has been given a rating its priority is further refined by assessing issues such as (not in order of preference)
· The number of people likely to use it

· Whether land is required
· Whether alteration is needed to statutory undertakers (telephone, electricity, gas etc.) equipment

· The environmental impact (loss of hedging, trees etc) and

· Cost.

Outstanding Items cont…
The proposal for a footway alongside the B1079 in Grundisburgh recognises the school, village centre and bus stop as destinations for those walking along Woodbridge Road.   The length of time a footway has been under consideration does not influence its priority.  
The B1079 footpath scores 34.8 points and is 118th in the priority rating list.   The present day construction cost, excluding the cost of land, is £130,000.   At the current rate of 9 footpaths being built annually it will be 13 years before this footpath is completed   30 new request are received annually and some of these may have greater priority.  

The Dorney Wood to the Bus Shelter proposed footpath scores 58 points and is provisionally due to be built 2010/2011.  The same provisos apply.  

21.2  B1079 Half Moon Lane crossing   A scheme to create a pedestrian crossing has been delayed as a resident was not willing to release land.   An alternative scheme is being investigated   

21.3  Parish Plan Action Points Progress Report    Will be reviewed again July 2010. 

22.  Any other business
22.1  Litter Pick   Mrs.Grahn will arrange a Grundisburgh Litter Pick on Saturday 17th April 10.00am – 12.00pm.
22.2  2010 Meeting dates    May 10, July 12,  September 13,  November 8  all meetings in the Parish Rooms except for the July meeting which will be held in St.Botolph’s Church, Culpho.   All meetings start at 7.30pm.

23.  Co-option of new member for Grundisburgh – Closed Session     It was agreed that the Chairman and Mr. Brunning would interview the two candidates and that the council would abide by their decision.  
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