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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

held Monday, 14 January 2008 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), N Merriam, K Knights, J Formby, T Goodacre (Clerk)


A Stringer (MSDC), J Clover (SCC), V Clarkson (Suffolk Police)(Part of) and 10 members of the public
Apologies: 
Accepted from C Wright and B Perks 
1. Chairman’s Welcome: The Chairman opened the meeting
2. Declaration of Interest: None were registered
3. Minutes of Meeting held 3 December 2007: The Minutes were approved (proposed by J Formby, seconded by N Merriam) and signed by the Chairman. 
4. Village Forum: 

· C Pearmain requested that the Parish Council contact SCC regarding the pipe outside Swan House being blocked by tree roots (M McCarthy added that pipe in Daisy Green Lane was also blocked).
· M Appleby (and M McCarthy) requested that footbridges be laid with mesh. 

· Mrs West questioned the use of concrete for the driveway to Manor House.  S Sparrow confirmed that the Planning Department were satisfied with the work at Manor House and that Chapman & Pleasance have agreed to re-seed The Green when works are completed.

· M McCarthy mentioned that grit/salt was available within the village but that only Parish Councillors are insured to distribute.
5. Reports:

5.1. Suffolk Police: V Clarkson

· Since 1/12/07 two crimes have been recorded, both being alcohol related.
· The Grimmer will be monitored during the summer regarding night-time disturbances.
5.2. SCC: J Clover

· Ipswich Borough Council: Bid for Unitary Status not proceeding further
· B1115 – road to go ahead
· M Ede questioned the use of Paddock House following the closure of Hartismere Hospital - rooms are now available at Paddock House but do not seem available.  J Clover to investigate.

5.3. MSDC: A Stringer

· Unitary Status:  The Secretary of State has not agreed to further the Ipswich bid for Unitary Status, requesting that “unitary solutions” be sought.
· Plastic Bags:  MSDC support principle of ending the use of disposable plastic bags by retail trade.

· Stray Dogs: From April 2008 MSDC will be responsible for stray dogs

· Energy Grants: Domestic renewable energy grants on target - 100% take up by year end
· Property Let: Average re-let time of a council property set to improve from an average of 44 days down to target of 27days.

· Xmas Tree Recycling: Over 1,000 trees were recycled in the Borough

· Litter Pick: see newsletter for date of next litter pick

· N Merriam raised the issue of fly tipping in Clay Street – A Stringer to forward list of up to date telephone numbers

5.4. Parish Clerk

· Tree Warden: M Appleby has kindly agreed to be Tree Warden for Wickham Skeith 
· Flooding between Grange Farm and Sarah’s Folly: A Cutting has taken action to remedy flooding

5.5
Parish Councillors
· Newsletter: The Parish Council would like to thank R Pyke for her magnificent contribution and thank M Appleby for taking on the task of continuing the village newsletter.
2

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held 14 December 2008 
6. Correspondence Received: 

· MSDC Grass Cutting invoice for £619 + VAT 
· Invoice from Lubbock Fine in respect of Annual Return

· The Village Hall Committee have requested that WSPC Minutes be limited to one page for inclusion in Newsletter
· M McCarthy had faxed reiterating his concern of overgrown hedges on the roadside and that grit/sand was available at points in the village.  The Clerk confirmed that residents had been contacted regarding overgrown hedges and would investigate the insurance in respect of distribution of grit/salt on the roads.
· All other correspondence dealt with during Agenda items or included in Correspondence File.

7. Finance

7.1. Financial Position as at 31 December 2007:

Bank Balance at end 2007: £1,586.92.  The following invoices are due for payment: MSDC Grass Cutting for £619 + VAT and invoice from Lubbock Fine regarding the Annual Audit.  Mr Mason volunteered to obtain quote for grass cutting from local firm.
7.2. Budget Precept: It was proposed by K Knights, seconded by N Merriam, that the Budget Precept be set at £2,000 (an increase of £200).  It was also agreed that the Clerk’s salary be increased in accordance with NALC National Salary Awards 07/08.
8. Planning Matters:

8.1. Planning Applications: None received
8.2. Planning Decisions:
8.2.1. Ref: 1232/07 – Land at St Andrews Close: Following MSDC’s Planning Committee Meeting on 12/12/07 (S Sparrow attended), permission has been GRANTED for the erection of 4 affordable bungalows.

8.2.2. Ref: 3687/07 – 7 Grange Road: Permission has been GRANTED to remove existing conservatory and build two new conservatories. 

8.2.3. Ref: 0802/06 – Land rear of Pear Tree Cottage: Appeal DISMISSED for the erection of two detached dwellings with garages/vehicular access.
8.2.4. Ref: 2260/07 – Pear Tree Cottage: Listed Building consent has been GRANTED for the removal of porch and erection of new porch (WSPC not consulted on this application).
8.3. Planning Enquiry: 

8.3.1. Land adjoining 1 Grange Road – Following enquiry, MSDC have confirmed that no breach of planning control has taken place.

9. Locality Budget:  It was agreed that WSPC would apply for the Locality Budget (£360), with allocation going towards the electrical work at St Andrew’s Church.
10. The Entry: 
· Following various problems regarding vehicular access to The Entry, N Merriam and the Clerk met with Claire Dickson, Area Rights of Way Officer, in December who has confirmed that the width on the historic map is between 2.5 m - 2.8 m, with a wider width at the northern end.  Further information is still being sourced.  

· Due to building works at Manor House, the surface entering The Entry is breaking up.  Clerk to contact developers requesting The Entry is “made good” following completion of works.

11. Community Speed Watch: Following receipt of the implications/costs involved in this project, it was agreed not to proceed further.
12. Matters for next Agenda: 
· Play Area for Children

· MSDC Enforcement Officer Visit
13. Next Meeting: 10 March 2008 at 8.00 pm 
Meeting closed at 9.35 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..










