Minutes of the meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 13th September 2011 at 7.00 pm at Worlingham Middle School.
Present:   Cllrs. Mrs. S. Robbins, Mrs. W. Summerfield,  Mrs M Hammond-Fox M Culyer (Chairman), T Knights ( Vice Chairman), G Risebrow   
Cllr M Bee Suffolk County Council/Waveney District Council, Cllr C Punt Suffolk County Council/Waveney District Council, Cllr A Draper Waveney District Council.
CPSO L Le Surf Suffolk Constabulary, J A Armstrong Clerk

13 members of the public were also present.
Welcome

The Chairman Cllr Culyer welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllrs T Cossey and S Holman

Declarations of interest

Cllr Mrs S Robbins declared an interest in any issues involving Worlingham Middle School
Cllr T Knights declared an interest in issues involving the Church
Letter of resignation.
The Chairman Cllr Culyer read a letter from Cllr S Holman tendering his resignation from the Council. On behalf of the Council the chairman thanked Cllr Holman for his  hard work and valued contribution to the work of the Council during his tenure as a councillor.
Vacancy

The Chairman reported that as a result of Cllr Holman’s resignation there were now two vacancies on the Council. The Council will seek to fill these as soon as possible
Minutes of the meeting of 12th July 2011 

On a proposition by Cllr Mrs Summerfield, seconded by Cllr Knights it was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on the 12th July 2011 be approved as an accurate record.
The minutes were signed by the Chairman.

Reports

Report from the Police

PCSO  Laura Le Surf said that there had been seventeen logged crimes during July, August and early September.  These included a number of thefts from vehicles in various parts of the Parish and involved  the theft of sat navs, hifi equipment and other electronic items. Some of these thefts were from unlocked cars and PCSO  Le Surf urged the public to ensure their vehicles were locked at all times particularly overnight. There were 3 burglaries and one attempted burglary. In one burglary house keys from an unlocked car were used to enter a house from which items were stolen. 

There were two cases of criminal damage, one to a coach and one at Worlingham Primary School. There was one case of drink driving, one case of racially aggravated crime and a hate letter linked to the racially aggravated crime.

Inspector Nick Aitkin will be taking over the Beccles division later in the year.
There were no questions to PCSO  Le Surf
The Chairman thanked PCSO  Le Surf for her report.

Report from County councillors
Cllr Mark Bee said that Suffolk County Council  has started its budget process for next year. The Council  has to find £50 million savings required over the next two years. There are in the region of 2,500 public sector buildings in the County 600 of which are in Lowestoft and Ipswich. The Council is adopting a policy of working together and sharing facilities. This process has started already in Haverhill and Bury St Edmunds.
The County Council has started a consultation process on the budget, people can find information about it on the Councils website. The Council is seeking views on how SCC should use its income. The process will run for 6 weeks following which there will be two scrutiny committee meetings to consider the results. The budget will be set in February 2012 The Council will seek to freeze council tax.
The process to appoint new Chief Executive will start tomorrow.  It is intended to use internal facilities to keep costs down. Pay is capped at 160,000
Cllr Bee said that Suffolk County Council is holding regular meetings to discuss changes at county level to keep councils informed of what is happening
The future of the Beccles household  waste site is nearing resolution. B&B waste of Ellough will take on the provision of household waste at its site on the industrial estate. Charges are likely to be levied at  £4.00 per visit. A planning application will be required next week and a decision made in November/ December 

Cllr Bee answered questions from the public.  There was no further information on the Vehicle Activated Signs Scheme.
Any increase in the charges at the new provision for household waste would need to be agreed with Suffolk County council.

Cllr Bee had no information on the Barnby bends by pass.

Cllr Bee confirmed that there would be a contribution from the anaerobic digester project for the southern relief road.
The Chairman thanked Cllr Bee for his report.
Cllr Chris Punt  reported on the possible development of pylons in the Waveney Valley as part of national grid upgrades. These developments will require consideration from the Parish Council
The Chairman said that Worlingham Parish Council would send members to any discussions or meeting about this

High hedge on Lowestoft Road Waveney District Council will be seeking to have it reduced to 1.3 metres
Cllr Punt answered questions from the public
A question was asked about signage at Kempton Cross near the bus shelter that is obscured by trees. Cllr Punt said that he would investigate.
There were no other questions

 The Chairman thanked Cllr Punt for his report.
Report from District Councillor
Cllr Andy Draper  said that August had been a quiet month. The play area at  Cedar Drive  - temporary work has been done and the area made safe pending further work

Cllr Draper said he has issued a public statement concerning his position as District councillor
The Chairman reminded the public that questions to Cllr Draper should be confined to Parish matters and that issues surrounding Cllr Draper’s position as District Councillor were not the business of the Parish Council.

There were no questions to Cllr Draper
Residents questions to the Chairman

Mr Evans asked about  signage at Ashtree Close  is there any progress in improving it as in his opinion there is a safety issue there. 
The Chairman asked Cllr Draper to take up the matter on the Council’s behalf
The clerk to email details to Cllr Draper with copy to Cllr Bee
Mr  Burgess said that many people are against the Anaerobic Digester plant and asked how many councillors voted for it. The Chairman said the decision was unanimous.
Mr  Ayres said he attended the site meeting and queried how many tanks are planned.  Cllr Bee said that the public can attend the planning meeting to be held next week if they wish.

The Chairman explained the process that the Parish Council  used to consider the application and following a further question about changes to the work of the proposed plant in the future Cllr Culyer said that discussions about future issues were not credible at this time.
A resident asked if it the Parish Council’s responsibility to tell residents about planning applications. The Chairman said that it was the responsibility of Waveney District council
A resident’s question about the height of the proposed tanks at the anaerobic digester site was answered by Cllr knights
Chairman’s report and updates
a. Werels Loke

The ‘MUGA’  has been installed and is being used. 
b. Community container

This is not likely to happen as Worlingham Middle School will not agree to it being on the school site
c. VAS Scheme

The Chairman said that progress on the scheme was being slowed down at Suffolk County council.  

A question was asked about the type of sign Cllr Culyer said they would be a mixture of actual speed signs and ‘slow down’ signs

d. Street lights.
The Chairman reported that street lights in the village will be turned off between midnight and 5am in November and details can be found on the County website.

e. Dates of future meetings and clerks workload

The Chairman reported that the Clerk Mrs L Beevor has been appointed as Town Clerk at Southwold.  He said that in order for Mrs Beevor to continue as clerk to the Parish Council it would be necessary to change the dates of the meetings and to consider the workload for the post. 

On a proposition by Cllr Knights seconded by Cllr Risebrow it was agreed to change the Council meetings to the first Tuesday in the month as from October 2011.
The Chairman suggested that the Council should seek to engage an assistant to undertake administration duties so to reduce the workload of the Clerk. Cllr Riseborough said that this process should be seamless so as not to affect the work of the council. Cllr Mrs. Robbins asked about the selection process. Cllr Culyer replied that an appointment panel should consist of the Chairman, the clerk and perhaps one other councillor. Cllrs Mrs Robbins and Knights said they would be available if required.
Cllr T Knights proposed that the workload of the clerk be split and an assistant be engaged to undertake administration duties for the council. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Summerfield and carried.

f. Xmas tree arrangements for 2011

The Chairman said that the Xmas tree last year was a success and  asked if we should go ahead this year and if so where should we locate the tree, what colour lights should it have and when should it be erected. There were some issues of power supply last year at the One Stop location

A proposal  to go ahead with a Xmas tree from the 1st December was made by Cllr Knights,  seconded by Cllr Risebrow and carried. It was further agreed that white lights be used
g. Closure of Worlingham Middle School and transfer of primary school site

There is concern from residents about the future of the primary school site. The Chairman  said that the Parish Council will discuss with SCC Education about the possibility of community use for the property.
A question from Mr Burgess was raised about the ownership of a strip of land near the Church and the School. The Chairman said that the church own the strip of land in dispute
h. Diamond Jubilee events

The Chairman asked for ideas on how the event should be celebrated. Celebration mugs for  children, a street party and an event on the School playing field with local bands and a barbeque were suggested
The chair asked for opinions on the suggestions. It was agreed to consider an event and the Council should find out what other groups may be considering to celebrate the event. Further discussions at a future meeting would be held.
i. Correspondence

Details of proposals for the Beccles household waste site had been received. These were covered in Cllr Bee’s report
Cllr Mrs Robbins asked about traffic routes to the proposed new site. The Chairman said that it would be most likely that traffic would use the bypass and Copland Way to access the site
Changes to street lighting. Street lighting would be turned off between midnight and 5am details are on the website.
Changes to transport and highways. Suffolk County Council is restructuring the transport and highways departments. Details will follow.
A consultation on changes to the mobile library service is being undertaken a survey is  available on the County Council website
Planning applications

Application DC/11/0985/FUL

The application was considered by the Council and approved

Application DC/11/0923/FUL

The application was considered by the Council and approved

Planning Correspondence
The Draft Open Space supplementary planning document had been received. The consultation closes on the 14th October 2011. Information will be sent to all Councillors for discussion at the next meeting
WDC decisions on planning applications

Waveney District Council planning decisions in respect of seven applications have been received. All were granted by WDC
Homestead
Excalibur 

Worlingham manor

Tobar
Insulation HILLSIDE AVENUE

Sabberton Lowestoft road  with a reduced number of properties
Cherry Hill close

World of planning meetings
There will be two presentations of planning issues in Waveney at Beccles Public Hall and Wangford Village Hall on the 3rd November and 7th November respectively.
Planning parish forum 28th September

There will be a planning parish forum on the 28th September.
The clerk to email information  to councillors
Reports on meetings attended

Safer Neighbourhood Team
Cllr Risebrow said there had not been a meeting this month

Other courses/ meetings

None
Walk round with WDC

Cllr Knights reported on the walk round. The group started at the surgery went up via the school to the church then to Werels Loke  and Woodfield Park .
The WDC participants made a list of items that required attention. 
There were no further comments
The Clerk to circulate items for consideration/ action by WDC to Councillors.
Development control site meeting

Cllr Knights reported that eleven parishes were present at the site meeting. Questions about traffic increases at site were raised.  These and other issues should not affect Worlingham
Garden competition

The Chairman reported on the garden comp. Ray and Margaret Pagram winners were  presented with a trophy and certificate plus £50 which was donated to the Church.
The Chairman thanked Tim and Linda for their work in making the competition a success.
Councillor surgery August

Cllr Mrs Hammond-Fox reported that a resident was concerned about the upkeep of play area behind church and about the effect of grass cutting on wild life. The Resident asked if a margin  around the edge could be left uncut.

It was agreed to ask Waveney to leave a margin or buffer zone on the play area at All Saints Green

Cllr Mrs Hammond-Fox is continuing discussions about the provision of exercise/play equipment on a site in Worlingham
Volunteers for 1st  Oct

Cllrs Mrs Summerfield and Mrs Robbins volunteered to hold the surgery on 1st October
Finance

Grants/ donations

A prize of £50 was made to the winners of the garden competition
Authorisation of cheques for payment

Proposed by Cllr Riseborough seconded by  Cllr Summerfield and carried that authorisation be given for the cheques to be signed by three members of the Parish Council
Audit update

The accounts are still with the external auditors.
Matter arising/ questions for next meeting

Cllr Mrs Robbins asked about the skate park. There was no further information available..  At the recent  Play area meeting  the skate part was on the agenda  Cllr Mrs Robbins asked if  the outcome of this item was known. The Chairman to investigate 
Cllr Mrs Robbins further asked about the erection of fences on the estate. The clerk to update Cllr Mrs Robbins
Cllr Riseborough asked about the clearing of the wood at the top of Cherry Tree Close is it meeting planning requirements. Cllr Knights to seek update

The Chairman spoke about bins for the new ‘MUGA’. The Clerk to seek information 

The Chairman Cllr Culyer informed the meeting that he will be requesting a leave of absence starting November because of work commitments.

Date of next meeting

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 4th October 2011 at 7.00pm at Worlingham Middle School.  
Meeting closed at   8.50pm
