Minutes of the meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 11th January 2011 at 7.00pm at the Worlingham Middle School.

Councillors Present

Cllr Culyer – Chairman, Cllr Hammond – Fox, Cllr Holman, Cllr Knights, Cllr Risebrow, Cllr Robbins.  

 Also Present;

Mrs Beevor – Clerk.   
5 Members of the public.
SCC Cllr Punt. 

Agenda

1) Apologies for absence.

Cllr Cossey, Cllr Pike, PCSO Le Surf.  
1a) Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest.  
2) To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 14th December  2010.

It was resolved by all to approve the minutes of the meeting. Chairman to sign. 
Meeting opened to the public.
a) Report from police.
PCSO Le Surf had advised that there had been 2 incidents since the last report – there had been a fence damaged along Lowestoft Road on 24/25th December and tyres on a vehicle at Blything Court had been slashed. 
b) Report from SCC

SCC Chris Punt advised that; 

Zebra Crossing Lowestoft Road - the shield for the zebra crossing has now been installed. 
Waste Recycling Centres – The number of depots is reducing from 18 to 11. It is not known how Beccles will be affected. 

Cllr Sale is carrying out an exercise at present with the WDC officers to ascertain which should be closed. 

It was suggested that Worlingham P C should write to Cllr Sale to support the existence of the Beccles centre – all agreed.    It was felt that without the centre in Beccles, fly tipping would increase across the parishes. 
Norfolk maintains just 4 centres.  
School crossing patrol – Cllr Punt offered to be part of any discussions with the Middle school and Primary school on this matter. 
Marsh Lane railway crossing – Cllr Punt has asked that Network Rail meet with him to discuss the matter further. 

Verges along Marsh Lane – Cllr Punt is discussing this with Mark Kerridge. 

Residential Care Homes – SCC are no longer going to run these – there is a private company interested in running The Dell in Beccles.  

Councillors asked Cllr Punt about the contracts that SCC had entered into i.e. with BT – councillors were advised that the actual control of the contracts could be improved
c) Report from WDC.
On behalf of WDC Councillors Cllr Punt advised that WDC is trying to set a balanced budget this year. This will mean a shortfall of approx £1m. 
Assets such as Beccles Public Hall are being considered for selling off. 

Beccles Sports Centre project is looking quite positive at the moment.   

d) Items from members of the public. 
A member of the public suggested that any monies being considered for an outside gym could be better used on traffic calming. 

Meeting closed to public contribution.   
3). Chairman’s Report 
a) SCC New Strategic Direction 

School crossing patrol – the school would like support to be able to have a school crossing patrol person. Cllr Punt advised that he would assist in discussions as it was understood that to help children cross over the road the person would need to be trained by SCC. Discussion to be arranged with both the Primary and Middle School.     
b) NSD training/ workshops to take place across 6 venues in Suffolk – the nearest is Kessingland on 14th February 7pm – 9pm. 
Discussion took place re resident’s belief that there would be double taxation. Salc advised that where a service had been divested there would not be double taxation as no monies collected by SCC would be provided for this service. 

c) Annual Parish Meeting – Councillors were asked for thoughts for a guest speaker – it was suggested that RBL Help for Heroes could be approached. 
d) Cllr Surgeries – It was suggested that these could be held every other month with the first being in February. 

4) Clerks Report and Correspondence. 
a) Village matters and correspondence. 

General correspondence will be circulated amongst councillors. 
Traffic issues – SCC had provided details of a scheme suggested for the Ingate area – to include a toucan crossing. After due consideration councillors felt that this would be a dangerous location for the Scheme and that there was already ample provision to cross the road. It was felt that the monies could be better spent elsewhere. 

Blyburgate – is now open and the car park is no longer free of charge. 

Petition from Unison – after discussion it was felt that as the parish council was not political it would stay neutral in this debate.     

Grit Bins – More requests have been received including Marsh Lane/ Old Lowestoft Road and Cedar Drive by Woodfield Park – it was felt that there were plenty of bins in the parish and that as these are not used for 90% of the year a grit heap would be preferable in these locations. 

Grit spreader – schools have expressed concern re the icy pavements – a request had been received for the parish council to provide a grit spreader for community use – more information re costs to be requested. 

Community shed – Worlingham Middle school have agreed that a community shed can be located at the school for use by the fete Cttee, youth club and parish council. 
Dog Bin – A bin has previously been agreed for the Glenwood Drive area - to be located at the corner of Oak Ave and Glenwood Drive. 

A new bin had been agreed previously for the area at the entrance to Cedar Drive. 

Good Neighbour Scheme – It was agreed that this needs to continue to be moved forward. Debbie Blowers of Beccles and Bungay Community Transport Scheme to be invited to the next meeting.   
Cllr resignation – Cllr Pike had written a letter of resignation to council due to work pressures and the conflicts of interest that could arise with her new post. A letter of thanks to be sent to Cllr Pike for all of her work whilst a councillor. 

It was agreed that no vice chair would be appointed until the Annual Parish Council meeting. 

Cllr Vacancies – there will now be 2 councillor vacancies.   

Matters Arising 
Xmas Lights competition – residents from The Chase had won this year. 
Xmas Tree – the Xmas tree had been very well received by residents. A permanent fixture and a plaque will be arranged now ready for next year. Letter of thanks to be sent to the neighbouring property. 
Tree at One Stop area – it was hoped that this could be progressed during the year i.e. electricity supply. 

Parish council brochure – Salc to be asked again whether they have a template. 

5). Feedback from meetings attended. 

a) SORR- No meeting has been held. 
b) SNT – Cllr Risebrow will attend the meeting in April.       
c)Open space and play areas – Werels Loke to continually be highlighted to WDC as requiring action and the Section 106 monies need to be utilised.   
d) WCF – No update. 
e) Councillor Surgery – no surgery.  
f) Salc – the Area meeting dates for 2011 have now been provided – councillors to consider if they would be able to attend. 

g) Courses – no feedback from courses. 

6)) Planning applications. 
There were no planning applications to consider. 
Broad’s Authority consultation on management policies had been received. 

Section 106 monies for Badger Builders site on Ellough Road – to be investigated further as Beccles Town Council do not appear to have been scheduled for these monies nor Worlingham P C. 

7) Finance
a) Grants and Donation requests 
There were no requests to consider.  
a) Authorisation of cheques for payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. These were read out to the Council meeting. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made.  

d) Precept/ Budget 2011 – Further to previous meeting discussion took place regarding the ratification of the budget. 
After full consideration of all matters it was unanimously agreed to confirm precept for 2011/12 to cover expenditure of £ 36,586.   

8) Matters Arising not dealt with in agenda and questions/ matters for a future agenda. 
Outside gym facility – Cllr Hammond Fox to discuss with Chris Ames of WDC. 

All gutters – need clearing 

Sheridan Walk/ Woodland Ave – needs clearing. 

Sandpit Lane restriction – Cllr Holman offered to contact SUSTRAN as the restriction signs are not in the correct location and are going unnoticed by many.  

9)) Date of next meeting. 
Tuesday 8th February 2011 at 7.00pm at the Middle School. 
Meeting closed 8.25pm.   

Chairman ……………………………     
Dated……………………….    
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