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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

held Monday, 8 September 2008 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), N Merriam, J Formby, K Knights, B Kemp (part of), M Appleby and T Goodacre (Clerk)


A Stringer (MSDC), N Emerick and E Cowell (Suffolk Police) (part of) and 8 members of the public
Apologies: 
Noted from B Perks and J Clover
1. Chairman’s Welcome: The Chairman opened the meeting.

2. Declaration of Interest: None were registered.
3. Minutes of Meeting held 14 July 2008: The Minutes were approved (proposed by J Formby, seconded by N Merriam) and signed by the Chairman. 
4. Village Forum: 

· N Sargeant, a Wyverstone resident representing SWWAG (Stop Wyverstone Windfarm Action Group) addressed the meeting, wishing to raise awareness to the unsuitability of the site for the proposed turbines.
5. Reports:

5.1. SCC: J Clover (no report received)
5.2. MSDC: A Stringer

· Mid Suffolk LDF: New planning document has been ruled sound by Government Inspector, with Wickham Skeith classified as unsuitable for new housing. 

· Village of the Year: Elmswell won this year’s county wide competition.
· Thornham Walks Rerouting: Thornham Walks to request change of route through meadowland.

· Suffolk Unitary: All business models show at least 4 years before changes become profitable. 
5.3. Suffolk Police: N Emerick and Emma Cowell
· Reported Crimes: No reported crimes since July 2008.
· Heating Oil Thefts: Becoming more common – residents advised to check levels, screen tanks and use security lighting where possible.
· Scrap Metal Thefts: Also becoming more common.
· Website: Direct reports of fly-tipping, noise nuisance and abandoned vehicles can be made to the Council using link on www.safersuffolk.org.uk/midsuffolkcentral.
· Speeding, anti-social motorcyclists and lorry traffic issues were raised by Councillors – if reoccurring, vehicle registration numbers need to be obtained for Police follow up.

5.4. Parish Clerk

· G Homan kindly conducted the internal audit and the Annual Return has now been forwarded to external auditors, BDO Stoy Hayward.

· Footpath 27: The issue of overgrown bushes was raised with the residents of The Old Swan and has now been passed to C Dickson, Area Rights of Way Officer.
· Footpaths:  C Dickson, Area Rights of Way Officer, has advised that footpaths/hedges will be cut shortly with some footbridges scheduled for replacement.
· Fence at Ayton:  C Stathers, Planning Enforcement Officer is aware and will be inspecting site shortly.

· Locality Grant: It was proposed by N Merriam, seconded by K Knights, for £160 to be awarded to a Food Mixer for the Lunch Club with the remainder awarded towards the cost of replacement Litter Bins on The Green. 

5.5
Parish Councillors
· J Formby raised the issue of anti-social behaviour within the village. 

· N Merriam questioned the southern boundary of the new development at St Andrews Close , wishing to preserve the existing hedge.  Drainage issues were also raised - Clerk to write to P Isbell, MSDC.
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6. Correspondence Received: 
· Boundary Review: SALC have requested Parish Council’s viewpoint - S Sparrow to complete questionnaire on behalf of Parish Council.

· Possible SALC Marquee grant – pass to Village Hall Committee

· Walking Festival 09 – pass to Village Hall Committee

· All other correspondence dealt with during Agenda items or included in Correspondence File.

7. Financial Position: B Kemp presented the accounts as at September 2008, showing a bank balance of £1,740.25.  
8. Planning Matters:  Two re-submissions have been made to MSDC:
· 2458/08 (previously 1221/08): Penlee House, The Street – Erection of garden shed

· 2905/08 (previously 0964/08): Hamelin, The Green – New double cart shed

9. The Green: 

9.1. Trees: It was proposed by M Appleby (Tree Warden) to remove seedlings, crown lift specific trees and remove large limbs of trees encroaching others.   As an intention of works application needs to be submitted for approval, a proposed pre-application meeting was suggested with MSDC (residents are invited to attend November’s PC Meeting to view application).
9.2. Litter Bins: Part-funding is available from MSDC.  Various designs were discussed with prices to be obtained from Whitehouse Enterprises and Streetmaster.
9.3. Fishing Signs: New sign painted by N Merriam/Clerk to be erected by N Merriam.
10. Lorry Traffic in The Street: Item mainly discussed within Police report – residents may wish to survey the traffic to identify repetitive use by lorries which could possibly use more suitable roads.  Clerk to contact SCC regarding next road re-surfacing.
11. Play Area for Children: Item not discussed due to absence of B Perks (Co-ordinator)

12. Matters for next Agenda: Trees situated around The Green, Play Area for Children, Allocation of Topics for Parish Councillors
13. Next Meeting: 10 November 2008 at 8.00 pm 
Meeting closed at 9.25 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..










