SNIPPETS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Clerk: Sharon Jones, Honeysuckle, Hockey Hill, Wetheringsett, Suffolk IP14 5PL,Telephone (01449) 766139

email:
mendleshamparish@aol.com 

Web site. www.mendlesham.suffolk.gov.uk
Your Councillors are: , 
· Paul Allen (Vice Emergency Planning Co Ordinator and EPO for Mendlesham ) tel  766543, 

· Giles Black tel 766796

· John Downie tel 766363, 

· Roger Drew tel 767868

· Brian Gardiner tel 766648,

· Terry Moore tel 767027
· David Nunn ( Chair, Emergency Planning Co Ordinator and EPO for Mendlesham Green, Tan Office and outlying properties.) tel 767158
· Helen Orton tel 767741, 
· Kelly Will tel 767806
· Neil Williams tel 766006
Meetings: 
Wednesday 8th February 2012  Old School Room,  Mendlesham 7.30pm Ordinary meeting. 
Wednesday 7th March  2012  Old School Room,  Mendlesham 7.30pm Ordinary meeting. 
All Welcome 

Parish Councillor Vacancy
Unfortunately Lisa Colquhoun has had to resign as a Mendlesham Parish Councillor as she has moved away from the Parish.  Lisa was only with us a relatively short time, but had already demonstrated her commitment to the Parish and would have been an excellent Councillor for Mendlesham. Thank you to Lisa and best wishes for the future. 

This now leaves us with a vacancy and those of you who check the Parish Noticeboards will have already noticed that there are details on them, notifying the electorate of the vacancy and providing the opportunity to request an election for the vacancy, subject to 10 electors making the request and contacting Mid Suffolk District Council accordingly by the 25th January. 

If this request is not made, the normal procedure will be for the Parish Council to be permitted to co opt or make the decision to appoint a new Councillor. 

Keep an eye on the Parish Noticeboards, either outside the Old School Room in Old Market Place for Mendlesham or the Scout Hut for Mendlesham Green for further details regarding the method of appointment. Alternatively, the Parish Clerk would be pleased to keep you informed if you contact her. 

If you are interested in standing for election or applying for the position and would like further information about the role please speak to any Councillor or the Clerk. 
School/Community Centre roof
Unfortunately lead was removed from the roof of the School and Community Centre some time over the Christmas break 

(noticed pm Tuesday 27th ).  
Whilst temporarily arrangements were quickly made to keep the building watertight and ensure that the school was able to open as planned after the holidays, this situation has already caused work and time which could have been used on a more positive project. At the time of writing no decisions have been made about payment for the permanent repair works but again will cost the community, even if it is for the excess and increase of insurance premiums. 

Therefore if you know anything about this crime, however insignificant you feel the information is, please can you contact the Police on 101 quoting crime reference ST114205. 
Welcome for new residents: 

The Parish Council has prepared  a “welcome letter” providing information for new residents so that they know where to find out about local services and facilities. If you become aware of someone moving into the area or indeed are moving and wish to leave some information for the person moving into your house, please contact the Parish Clerk and advise her of the address of the property. 
New Playingfield Land Project: 
This is progressing well. An independent feasibility report has been received which has provided a great deal of information to be digested, discussed and decisions to be made. 
Sport England has now confirmed availability of the £50,000 grant and further grant applications have been submitted to both Suffolk County Council and Mid Suffolk District Council.
We have also received planning permission for the change of use for the new land to be purchased, thanks to Ruth Elwood of ELD Designs, Mendlesham Green and Mid Suffolk District Council Planning  for dealing with this for us so quickly.

We now need to make arrangements to remove the existing boundary hedge prior to planting a new hedge to a higher specification next Autumn/Winter. If you are a qualified chain saw operator with covering insurance and would be interested in volunteering to help us with this in return for the wood, please contact the Parish Clerk immediately. 

Hard Courts/MUGA , Mendlesham Playingfields 

A grant application to Sport England requesting funds to upgrade these facilities has initially been turned down.  Understandably, priority was given to organisations for projects who had not applied for Sport England funding recently, plus further information was required regarding community involvement, sporting impact and sustainability.   However, we have been invited to provide the required information for consideration for the next round of funding. 

Would all users and potential users of these facilities, either organisations or individuals help us with this? 

The existing facilities are not heavily used, probably due to their existing condition and specification. However, before convincing anyone to help us financially and provide the further detail, we will need to demonstrate the future use of such facilities. 

If you are able to help with this, please contact the Parish Clerk accordingly. We will then arrange a meeting towards the end of February so that the application can be approved for resubmission at the Parish Council meeting on 7th March. 






