Barningham Parish Council
 January 2010

The Parish Council (PC) feels that there is a need to improve communications between the PC and residents and has agreed to replace the annual newsletter with a quarterly one to provide more information about the PC and what it has been doing and hopes to do within the village. These newsletters will be produced in January, April, July and October and will provide summary information on the previous 3 months activity, useful contact details and adhoc reports on specific areas of activity including finance. The summarised 3 month activity will be shortened on this 1st newsletter but will be expanded to fit the space available in later newsletters.

The PC would appreciate any feedback from residents on the usefulness of these newsletters, any changes they would like to see and any areas of activity they would like more information on. 

This first newsletter shows a summary of the budget for 2010/11 and the estimated effect on your precept The actual increase will not be known for several months as it is dependent on the level of grant from St Edmundsbury Borough Council. 

As the updated regulations for the cemetery are now on display on the new cemetery notice board and the landscaping of the area continues this year an article has been included on the cemetery. 
Budget 2010/11
The PC has set a budget of £22,000 which is expected to be spent as follows. 

	Parish Clerk
	£6260

	Insurance
	£700

	Stationery, postage etc
	£700

	Subscriptions, publications
	£500

	Audit Fees & Training
	£650

	Village Caretaker/Cleaner
	£6570

	Maintenance of Equipment
	£200

	Playing Field (Cricket Meadow)
	£1200

	Play Area (Sandy Lane)
	£500

	Aggies Piece
	£150

	Cemetery
	£800

	Emergency Plan/Phone
	£170

	Special Projects
	£3400

	S137 (grants to other bodies)
	£200

	Total expenditure
	£22000


The 2009/10 budget (council tax precept) was £20900.
The main increases are on salaries, the play area, cemetery & emergency plan.  The budget for special projects is for larger one off projects.  Last year the tree removal, new fencing and hedging in the cemetery were met from this ‘pot’ as were the new picnic benches for the play area and Aggies Piece. Some other planned projects such as additional youth activities have been delayed, partly due to the cancellation of the new private football field which we had hoped to use, but hopefully these will progress this year.  If you would like further information please contact the Parish Clerk or the Chairman. 
Barningham Cemetery

The PC is responsible for the current cemetery at the far end of the church and for the cemetery across the road which is now only available for the reopening of graves not for new ones. The area surrounding the church is a “closed churchyard” and its maintenance is the responsibility of St Edmundsbury Borough Council. 
The “new” cemetery was designated as a lawn cemetery from its beginning. This means that most of the actual grave area and the surroundings should be grassed. This was in order to keep it as a peaceful and attractive site for mourners and residents to visit and also to enable safer access and easier long term maintenance. As part of the PC’s efforts to restore the cemetery to its original plan some trees at the back of the site have been removed and new fencing and beech hedging installed. This year certain areas will be re-turfed and neglected graves tidied.  Owners of grave sites will be contacted if the PC feels anything needs to be changed although these are likely to be very few and relate mainly to the number of memorial items. The PC has just produced a leaflet to summarise the cemetery regulations so as to clarify what rights and responsibilities grave owners have. Anyone interested in obtaining a copy please contact the Clerk or the Chairman.     
Recent meetings
October: long term planning discussion; Hepworth Rd footpath commencement; police report; village sign refurbishment. 
November: shop community notice board; streetlight survey results; PC communications.
December: possible local housing needs survey; internal accounts working party report; cemetery regulations & publications

Contact Information

The Parish Council meets monthly at the Village Hall at 7.35pm normally on 1st Wednesday of the month. (January is on the 2nd Wednesday). 

Parish Clerk – Vicki Gay
tel: 01379 898733

Chairman – Brenda Last
tel: 01359 221307 

Councillors – David Pettitt 07771541990
 Colin Bullock 07801197878

 William Martineau 221495

 Mike Millett 221204

 Pat Callear 221872 

 Kathy Cummings 20 Hopton Road.
Website: www.onesuffolk.co.uk/BarninghamPC
The website has back copies of the minutes and agendas as well as information on the village. The agenda and minutes are also posted on the PC notice board near the shop and on the one opposite the church.
County Councillor - Mrs Joanna Spicer    01359 230800

St Edmundsbury Borough Cllr - David Ray   01359 250912
Police – 01284 774100 for Community Beat Officers or www.onesuffolk.co.uk/saferSuffolk/StEdmundsburyRuralNorth.

What’s On

Church Services: see Parish News or Church notice board.

Churchwardens:  Mr W Martineau tel: 221495 

& Mr J Hall tel: 221719.

Schools: 
Barningham Primary tel: 221297, 
            Blackbourne Middle tel: 250611, 

Thurston Upper tel: 230885.

Doctors Surgeries: 
Hopton & Stanton 

 Drs Hassan, Wheble & Wallace 01953681303

Ixworth & Stanton 

 Drs Cannon, Lockyer & Harpur 01359 230252
Bus services: 01284 702020 or 01842 752226 or check timetable outside the George.
The mobile library calls fortnightly on Thursday and is parked outside the school.

The monthly Parish News has local information & adverts. Editor Dorothy Lodge 221636, Treasurer Harry Last 221307.
The Royal George – tel: 221246 – food and drinks.

Barningham Village Stores and Post Office run by SPAR. Currently open 6.30am to 9.00pm Monday to Saturday & 8am to 9.00pm Sundays. Post Office standard opening hrs, closed Wed pm. 
Paigles Flower shop run by Patsy Pettitt –  221799 -  open  9.30 – 12.30 and 2 – 5 Mon – Fri,  9 -12 Saturdays.

Barber: Michael the mobile barber calls every 6 weeks on a Saturday morning and can be found at the Village Hall from 9.00am. For dates see the Parish News.
Village Hall : available for meetings, parties, weddings etc. Bookings – tel: Mrs Ellinor 221752.

Regular activities: 

Parent & Toddlers 
Mon. afternoon 1.15pm- 2.45pm

Supported by SCC & free. 
 tel: Cathie Voller 232967

Carpet Bowls 
Mon. & Fri. evenings 7.30pm
Informal fun & gentle exercise
 tel: Gladys Marsh 221375

Whist 


Tuesday evening 7.30 pm

Fun and good mental exercise. 
tel: Sid Dorling 221877

Rainbows & Brownies
Wednesday evening 5.45pm – 7pm 

tel: Carol Butcher 221702
Knit & Stitch 

4th Wednesday afternoon 2pm

Relax, Learn & Yarn

 tel: Brenda Last 221307

Social Club 

Thursday afternoon 2-4pm

Chat & meet new friends.
 tel: Brenda Last 221307
Keep fit  

Friday morning 9.45 – 11am 
tel: Ali Metcalfe 01953 681531
Aggies piece – our local pocket park and wildlife haven – to find it follow the road past the Church and take the second turning on the right (on the bend), follow the road round the next left hand bend and about 100 yards further on is a signpost on the right hand side of the road. There is a small parking area for disabled visitors further up the road at the next right turn. There is a circular trail with signposts as well as benches and a picnic table for enjoying a rest.
