Minutes of the Annual Council meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 12th May 2009 at 7.00pm at the Worlingham Middle School. 
Councillors Present

Cllr Culyer, Cllr Knights (arrived 7.30pm), Cllr Burgess, Cllr Cossey, Cllr Hammond-Fox (arrived 7.20pm), Cllr Holman, Cllr Robbins, Cllr Rogers, Cllr Tucker.  

Also Present; 
Mrs Beevor – Clerk, 
1 Member of the public.
SCC John Taylor   
PCSO Lee and Inspector Howell. 
Agenda
Inspect Howell and PCSO Lee provided the police report for April/May 09.

In May 09 there had been 1 crime which was a burglary of a dwelling at Lowestoft Road where a games consoles/ jewellery had been taken. 

In April 09 there had been the theft from a motor vehicle on Bluebell Way, the theft of metal gates at Worlingham Hall, the theft of a trampoline in Cedar Drive, and 2 shop lifting offences at the One Stop Shop. 

In March 09 there had been the theft of a pedal cycle from the sheds at the Middle School.   
The police were advised that students had been knocking on doors on the Lowestoft Road trying to sell photos. 

Inspect. Howell advised that Lowestoft was being hit by burglaries. With regard to the theft of gates at Worlingham Hall, there had also been an attempt to take electronic gates in Beccles. 

The police advised that there had been no reports of any incidents at Bluebell Way. 

There had been 1 report yesterday of an incident at Rowan Way.   

Inspect. Howell advised that a cannabis drugs factory had been found at a house at Ellough near to the industrial estate where 400/450 cannabis plants were found. 

Inspect. Howell advised that the parish council could attend the SNT meetings. From these, action points are drawn up. From the May 09 meeting, the following action points were agreed; 

Traffic Violations, Ellough Industrial Estate, Licensing Issues especially in Bungay. Pubs will be invited to join the pub watch scheme. 
The next SNT meeting is in July 09. If the council does have any issues it was suggested that these should be fed through to the SNT meeting via the clerk. 

The police left at 7.15pm.   
1. To Elect a chairman of the Parish Council for 2009/10. 

It was proposed by Cllr Tucker that Cllr Culyer be elected Chairman of the Parish Council. There were no other nominations. Seconded by Cllr Burgess. It was resolved by all to elect Cllr Culyer as Chairman of the Parish Council for 2009/10.  
a) Cllr Culyer signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman.  

2. Apologies for absence 
WDC Cllr Duce. 
2a Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Tucker declared a personal interest in the parish plan. 

Cllr Robbins declared a personal interest in the parish plan. 

Cllr Culyer declared a personal interest in the village fete. 

Cllr Robbins declared a personal interest in the village fete. 
Cllr Rogers declared a personal interest in SORR.

Cllr Tucker declared a personal interest in SORR. 
Cllr Holman declared a personal interest in the planning application. 
3. To elect a Vice Chairman of the Parish Council for 2009/10
It was proposed by Cllr Holman that Cllr Tucker be elected as Vice Chairman of the Parish Council. There were no other nominations. Seconded by Cllr Cossey. It was resolved by all that Cllr Tucker be elected as Vice Chairman for 2009/10.  

4. To confirm the code of Conduct

It was resolved by all to reaffirm the Code of Conduct 2007. 

5. To confirm the Register of Interests

Councillors considered their Register of Interests and amended and updated these as appropriate.   
6. To confirm the Terms of Reference

It was resolved by all that the Terms of Reference of Committees as drawn up in 2007 were still appropriate. 

7. To confirm Standing Orders
The Standing Orders are dated January 2007 and it was resolved by all that these are still appropriate. 

8. To elect representatives for the following; 

Planning Working Party

It was resolved by all that Cllr Cossey, Cllr Holman and Cllr Knights would continue on the planning working party. 

Open Space and Amenities Working Party 

It was resolved by all that Cllr Cossey, Cllr Culyer, Cllr Holman, Cllr Knights and Cllr Robbins would continue on the open space and amenities working party. 

Salc Rep 
It was resolved by all that Cllr Burgess should continue to be the SALC rep. 

Community Magazine 

Both Cllr Rogers and Cllr Culyer offered to be part of the community magazine committee. WNCB to be asked to confirm that 2 councillors would be acceptable. 

SORR – Councillors Rogers and Tucker will attend the SORR meetings. 

Police SNT – there are quarterly meetings and the future ones are in July, September and November. Cllr Tucker and the clerk will attend on behalf of the council. 

WCF/RCB – Cllr Tucker will represent the parish council.  
9. Councillor Areas 

It was resolved by all that the councillor areas are still appropriate.  

10.  To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th April 2009.  
On the proposal of Cllr Holman, seconded by Cllr Rogers, the minutes were agreed by all. Chairman to sign.   

Meeting opened to the public.  
11) Reports and Questions

a)  Report from police.  
Police report as above. 

P C Steve Harris is leaving the force on 31st May 2009. Letter of thanks for his contribution to Worlingham to be sent to him by the council. 

b) Report from Cllr Taylor - SCC
Cllr Taylor advised that a review was taking place of the traffic management scheme. A 20 plenty zone had been requested for Worlingham Primary. Council advised Cllr Taylor that the primary school already had a 20 plenty zone. Cllr Taylor will look into the matter at SCC. 

Cllr Rogers asked about the lack of progress on the cycle route that had been agreed for the Lowestoft Road. Cllr Taylor will look into.    
c) Report from WDC 
 
No report. 
d) Items from members of the public

No questions. 
Cllr Knights arrived at 7.30pm.       

Meeting closed to public contribution

12. Chairman’s Report

a) Councillor Surgeries – Council were advised that there had been 1 person at the councillor surgery. Feedback form completed. 

The sandwich board is being stored at the pharmacy.    
Future surgery rota; 
6th June 
Cllr Cossey and Cllr Robbins 

1st July 

Cllr Knights and Cllr Rogers 

1st Aug

Cllr Culyer and Cllr Hammond-Fox

2nd Sept 
Cllr Tucker and Cllr Burgess

3rd Oct 

Cllr Holman and Cllr Culyer 

6th Nov 
Cllr Tucker and Cllr Rogers 
5th Dec 
Cllr Culyer and Cllr Hammond-Fox


 
b) Village Sign – The chairman had met with Mr Nourse and the plans have been approved. The Chairman and Cllr Holman met with Nr Nice and a concrete base will be laid this week. Sign should go up before the end of the month. The W I will be contacted again once the sign has been erected so that the formal unveiling can be organised.    Monies have been received from Mr Nourse as payment from the car owner who knocked down the original sign. The brass plaque will go back on. 

Old Sign – Suzie Ellis is looking into the possibility of the old sign going into the church.   
Seat – this is presently with Mr Crisp. 
It was suggested that the area should be tidied up before the formal unveiling. This to be discussed further once the sign is installed.  
c) Feedback from annual parish meeting – All who were present felt that the talk by SCC William Fletcher had been well received. The parish council report had also been well received. Thanks were extended to all councillors for their work throughout the year. 

d) Parish Plan - the parish plan is now complete and an open day is being held on 23rd May at the Middle School. Councillors are asked to be present. 

Cllr Rogers advised that she would like to represent disabled people in the village and would attend on the 23rd May to see if there is any opinion on this. 

There is an overwhelming request within the parish plan for a community/ village hall facility.    From the remarks at the back of the parish plan brochure there would appear to be a vocal minority who may be against any scheme. The Chair advised that by accepting the plan the council would be accepting the majority wish for a community facility. However it was noted that under the School Organisational Review, one of the schools will become vacant.    
SCC John Taylor advised that as a judge of the village of the year competition, he is not aware of any parish as large as Worlingham that does not have a community facility. 
After full discussion it was resolved by all to accept the parish plan. 

A working party will now meet to discuss the way forward with the plan. Initial meeting to be held on 21st May 2009 at 7.30pm. All those available to attend.    
e) Annual Report – this will be compiled by Cllr Holman and the clerk. It was suggested that photographs of the village sign and the fete could be incorporated.  
f) Boundary Review – Discussion took place about the way forward and how local control could be maintained. Community Boards are being piloted but these are not without problems. Council advised that it was very concerned about losing a local voice. After full discussion it was agreed to support the Unitary Suffolk option but to make comment that local control and local budgets would be required.  
13) Clerks Report and correspondence received. 
Full details as on the clerks report as provided to councillors, with a copy in the minute book attached to the main minutes and in addition comment was made on the following; 
Gating Order- As advised by the police there was an incident yesterday at Rowan Way. This has been reported to SCC. Discussion took place regarding the SCC requirement for new incidents to enable the order to go ahead. It was felt that had SCC acted as soon when the issue originally arose 2 years ago, there would not be this problem.   After full discussion it was resolved to continue with the Gating Order and to write to SCC to ask them to confirm their position.  
Play areas – to be considered at the next meeting. 
Correspondence – the correspondence received was read to the meeting. Action required; 
a) Re PCT – The clerk has written to ask that the PCT attend a future meeting - Cllr Hammond Fox will chase a reply.  

b) Letter to Mark Bee asking him to attend a future meeting re the HGV movements. No response yet received. Council asked that a letter be sent to the SCC Executive advising that the elected representative Cllr Bee does not liase with the parish over matters requiring our input. 
c) Letter received from a resident regarding the overgrowth of brambles close to their property by the Middle School. Letter forwarded to WDC. 

 d) Letter received from a resident regarding the cutting of the grass in Highland Drive and the damage caused to young trees. Letter passed to WDC.   

14. Planning 

Applications
Cllr Holman left the meeting 
DC/09/334/FUL - construction of 2 storey side extension and detached double garage at 18 Pine Tree Close by Mr S Edwards. 

This had been considered by the working party who wished to ensure that the extension did not encroach onto the land refused for planning permission. There was also concern voiced about the intrusion onto the street scene. These comments will be advised to WDC. 

Cllr Holman returned to the meeting. 

DC/09/0408/FUL – new workshops/ stores for minibus Depot at Wayland Minibus, Benacre Road, Ellough by Mr Berry. 
Comment was made that the sheeting on the building needs to fit with the surroundings. Comment was also made that councillors would not wish this to impinge on the accessibility of the roads in the area.       
Planning Correspondence 

World of planning – 8th June 2009 at Beccles public Hall 7pm – 9pm. Cllr Rogers and Cllr Hammond Fox offered to attend. 

Letter from WDC - It was noted that an appeal has been lodged by Mr Harvey re 31 Garden Lane.  
15. Reports from meetings attended by councillors

a) Councillor surgeries – as  above. 
b) Beccles SNT meeting – Cllr Tucker had attended. Council were advised that purse thefts are presently on the increase. 

Confirmation to be sent to the police re the village fete. 

Next SNT meeting is 8th July 2009.   
c) St Georges Day events – Thanks were extended to Cllr Hammond Fox for her excellent work on this. Thanks to be sent to the schools for their work. 

d) SORR – Guy McGregor had visited the area and confirmed that  the Southern Relief Road is on his agenda. The initial engineers report should be available by November 2009. Thanks were extended to SCC Cllr Taylor for organising the meeting.

The preferred lorry route has already been printed.      
e) Village Fete- The next meeting is on 18th May 2009. A banner has been placed on the middle school hedge to promote the event. Stalls are being organised. 

Cllr Rogers requested that any tin cans be kept for her to use on her stall.   
16. Finance
a)  Authorisation of cheques for payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. These were read out to the Council meeting. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made including the extra book tokens required for the St Georges Day event as there were extra children involved with the winning entries. £70 total agreed to be repaid. It was also resolved to continue to pay the Middle School for the hire of the hall, and to reimburse Cllr Culyer for the village fete banner from the monies set aside as a donation for the village fete.      

b) Approval of Internal Auditor - It was resolved by all that after considering the requirements from BDO Stoy Hayward for the internal auditor, the present internal auditor would be asked to continue for 2009/10. It was considered that he met the criteria as laid down in the briefing and was competent to act as internal auditor as required by the legislation. It was resolved by all that Mr Sinden should be asked to be internal auditor for 2009.10. 
c) Confirmation of RFO - it was resolved by all that the clerk should continue as RFO. 
d) Bank Signatories – It was resolved by all that the existing bank mandate is still appropriate. 
e) Donation Requests – No extra donation requests received. 
f) 2008/09 End of year accounts – The end of year accounts were presented to council. 
Full discussion took place regarding the accounts and the details/reasons for the   reserves. 
It was resolved by all to approve the accounts and supporting documents. Chairman to sign accounts. 
g) Audit documentation – This to be considered at the next meeting. 
h) Clerks remuneration - Confidential minutes attached. 
17. Councillors items not on agenda. 

a) Cllr Burgess had spoken to SCC with regard to the bus stops which are being obstructed by parked cars. 
b) Hedge at roundabout by Marsh Lane still needs cutting back. 

c) Dog Bin at Cedar Drive needs repairing/replacing. 

d) A resident had suggested that the youths should pay a small membership fee for the youth club rather than expecting everything to be paid for them. This to be considered at the next youth club committee meeting.   

e) A resident of Orchard Rise had advised that more cars are now using the lay-by in Orchard Rise to drop off and collect children now that the path is in place.  

f) Cllr Knights apologised for leaving the April meeting early. 
18. Date of next meeting. 
Tuesday 9th June 2009 at 7.00pm at the Middle School. 
Meeting closed at 9.30pm. 

Chairman ……………………………………
Dated………………………………………..    
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