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 BARNINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Barningham Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd September 2009 at 7:35pm in Barningham Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs: B Last, M Millett, K Cummings, P Callear, C Bullock, W Martineau, D Pettitt, C. Cllr J Spicer & B Cllr D Ray, 
1.  Apologies for absence PCSO Jonny Burke & PCSO Gemma Robinson 
2.  Declaration of Interest

Cllr Callear and the Clerk declared an interest in item 14.2 on the agenda.
3.  Minutes. Minutes of the meeting of 5th August  2009 signed and approved as a correct record. 

Meeting Adjourned

4.
Meeting open to the public

A complaint has been received about golf balls being hit in to gardens from the cricket meadow.  The Clerk will contact Simon Collins at St Edmundsbury for advice regarding this matter.     
                                                                                                                                  Action Clerk 
Two residents of Bishops Croft complained about the noise coming from their neighbour’s workshop. The wife of the neighbour in question was also present at the meeting and said she would have a word with her husband and ask him to limit the hours and days he works.

5.   Report of County Councillor: J Spicer

Cllr Spicer advised the councils to resubmit any comments they wanted to make regarding the waste core strategy. It was agreed to further consider the consultation document before submitting comments following discussion at the October meeting. Work on the pavement in Hepworth Road is due to start soon although there is a problem with one resident. Cllr Cummins will speak to the resident in question.
6.
Report of Borough Councillor: D Ray

Cllr Ray thanked the Chairman and Clerk for attending a LDF event at West Suffolk house and reminded councillors that any comments need to be made before the 7th October deadline. Cllr Ray again extended an invitation to the Countryside Forum, which will be held on Thursday 10th September. Cllr Millett will try to attend.
7.
Report of Community Police Officer

PCSO Jonny Burke was unable to attend the meeting but submitted the following report:

3 Crimes reported between 06/08/09 and 02/09/0:

20/08/09 – Driving whilst Disqualified, Church road No Publicity – crime pending. 26/08/09 – Theft, other – St Andrews Church, Over a two-week period and unknown offender has entered the Church and stolen a red fire extinguisher and tried to take the charity box fixed to the wall. The extinguisher was later found nearby. 29/08/09 – Criminal Damage under £5000 – Church road, No publicity – Offender arrested and charged

Meeting reconvened

8.    Progress reports. For information, from:

8.1 Chairman update from Playdale regarding play area equipment
The representative from Playdale is of the opinion that the damage to the swings and anti-wrap devices is purely down to vandalism. The Councillors conceded that the damage to the swing can be contributed to this but that the anti-wrap devices were not fit for purpose. Further clarifications of this will be sought from Simon Collins at St Edmundsbury. An alternate solution will be sought.
8.2.1 Clerk: To include update from Highways following site meeting on Friday 28 August.

The Clerk, chairman and Cllrs Pettit met with Charlie Mitson from Suffolk County council to discuss matter in the village, these included overgrown hedges at the following locations: outside Rose Cottage and 1 and 2 Pound Corner, Bardwell Road - Stanton Road 

The Old Hall, Coney Weston Road. Church Road/Bardwell Road. The Clerk has provided Mr Mitson with the contact details for these and they are being addressed. The pot hole in Bardwell road, a gully outside Barningham House as well as some pavers for Pound Corner were also discussed and the Clerk will keep the councillors apprised of the situation
 

8.2.2 Spar shop, response to latest correspondence

The Clerk was contact by Tates regarding the disability works at Barningham shop. Unfortunately due to the current financial climate they are unable to commit to the work at the present time. They will be working on the wall at the rear and would be happy to meet with members of the council to discuss the matter further if this was deemed beneficial. The Council are disappointed with this response and hope that as soon as finances improve the scheme can go ahead. It was suggested that in the meantime a bell outside the shop, at a height accessible by those in wheelchairs, could be installed to attract the attention of staff in the shop if there was someone outside who required assistance.                                           Action clerk
9      Accounts

9.1 To discuss arrangements for the 2010/11 budget
The chairman and Clerk had prepared some figures for consideration. It was resolved to precept for £22000. This would include a point increase, in addition to the annual point increase, on the Clerks salary following her completion of the CiLCA.
9.2 Confirmation of Annual request for Poppy Wreath
It was resolved, that until notified to the contrary, there would be an annual donation from the Parish council, to the British Legion, for a wreath for the Remembrance Day wreath
9.3 To discuss request from St Andrews Church to cover cost of clock maintenance
Under section 2 of the 1957 Parish councils Acts the parish council has powers to maintain public clocks. Therefore it was resolved to cover the cost of the clock maintenance.

9.4 The following accounts were approved for payment:
Steve Wilson                                                       £415.08                

Vicki Gay                                                             £485.58                

H M Revenue & Customs Only                           £130.25
Vicki Gay                                                             £59.36
G B sports and leisure                                         £127.31
Haward Horological                                             £100.00
Progress reports. For information, from:

10. Community Affairs Officer: Cllr Pettitt
The village sign could do with some maintenance. The clerk will enquire as to who may be able to carry out this specialist work.                                                                              Action Clerk
The railings, on the path opposite the shop, need painting. The Clerk will contact Suffolk County Council regarding this.                                                                                 Action Clerk 
10.1 Tree Warden: Cllr Millett, 
The public footpaths are all clear. There have been continued problems with the horses in the field off Sandy Lane biting walkers using the public footpath. Cllr Millet will endeavour to find out some contact details for the owners of the horses so that complaints can be directed towards them.
There is continued maintenance at Aggies piece, the apples and blackberries are ready. Green lane has been strimmed. It was reported that therer is a dead oak tree, that could constitute a hazard, in Aggies. Cllr Millett will have a look and report back. 

10.2 Communications Officer: Cllr Callear. 
Cllr Callear had no report to make.
10.3Transport Officer: Cllr Cummings

Cllr Cummins had no report to make.
10.4 Village Hall representatives: Cllr Last

Cllr Last had no report to make.
10.5 Legal Matters Cllr W Martineau

Cllr Martineau had no report to make.
10.6Planning, Clerk of works Cllr C Bullock:

Cllr Bullock had no report to make.
10.7 Village Caretaker: Steve Wilson 

Mowing remains on a bi-weekly cycle despite a recent growth spurt.

The summer drinking season means that I am now routinely collecting litter in the centre of the village twice a week and have had to make two emergency clearances of the Cricket Meadow.  I am continuing to recycle bottles and cans and, on the day of writing this, I have recycled two sacks of waste and binned only one.

There has been damage to another anti-wrap device in the Play Area; any further damage and I will have to remove another swing.  The new-style cradle swing has arrived from the suppliers and has been assembled ready for the anti-wrap situation to be resolved.

I have had time in hand to mow the paths and trim the long hedge at Aggies’s Piece.  There is still little sign of overtime being necessary this year.
The clerk will request that both Steve Wilson’s house in Ixworth and Brenda Last’s house in be a pick up point for blue sacks, in addition to their own blue bins.                           Action clerk

10.8Cemetery Working Party. 
The Revised cemetery regulations are being circulated amongst the Councillors for final approval at the October meeting. It was resolved to order a notice board from GP signs for the cemetery. Cllr Martineau will inform the PCC, as a matter of courtesy, of the Councils intentions to erect a new notice board. 
11.    Play area fence To discuss erecting a higher fence adjacent to 15 Hopton road.
The residents of 15 Hopton Road are not keen on having a close board fence. There are a number of reasons for this, these include, increased noise and damage to their existing hedge. The Clerk will look at the safety implication of erecting a chain link fence.
12.    Waste core Strategy final consultation to include potential for residential waste treatment facility at Stanton.
The document will be circulated, along with comments made by the Chairman before a final submission is made following the October meeting.
13.    CiLCA Confirmation of registration.
14     Planning Matters 
14.1 SE/09/0941 Gooch, 2 St Andrews Close. Erection of extension to garage (ii) rising of garage roof height to create study/gym within roof space. No Objection
14.2 SE/09/1039 Curry. 49 Bishops Croft, Erection of single storey extension to north and south elevations No Objection
Cllr Callear and the Clerk left the meeting for the following discussions and signed the declaration book.

14.2 St Edmundsbury Local development Framework (LDF). 
Discussions, to include 3 sites in Barningham put forward by owners for consideration for inclusion in the plan. 
After discussion the PC agreed that it was in agreement in principle with the policy for Barningham, i.e. the status of local service village allowing for moderate development and with the 3 sites identified subject to the following comments.

Site WS20: If the site were reduced in size to provide a much smaller development this would be the preferred site, although there are concerns at the single access from the B1111 via the Millfield estate and consider that a second access off Hepworth Road would be highly desirable.

Site WS41: This site if reduced in size would also be acceptable for a small development.

Site WS33: This site was acceptable if smaller, but less preferred to the other options as being further from the village centre and not accessible by any footpath, although a small development of converted barns is already on the edge of the site. 

The PC also suggested that it would be better to develop housing to the south of the village in order to keep the facilities of shop, school and church at the centre of the village. Further development along Bardwell Road might be possible, in particular an area of open land between Stanton Road (B1111) and Bardwell Road immediately south of the existing housing boundary and north of Barningham House. The PC is unaware of the ownership of this land or of their opinions but is simply putting it forward as another possibility. The PC is also keen to get more affordable housing into the village.

In general the PC has concerns on the capacity of the sewerage system to cope with any further residential development. There have been some problems in the past and a full investigation of the capacity and efficiency of the system is needed before development takes place.  

15     Correspondence for information 
15.1 SEBC, consultation on gambling act 2005, hard copy circulated.

This is a three year review and will only be a problem if it is deemed that young or vulnerable people are affected by an application.
16. Clerks report on urgent decisions since last meeting

The Clerk had no report to make.
17. Councillors reports and items for future agenda

There were no further items to be considered.
18. Playing Field (Cricket Meadow) Legal date 2nd February 2014 to 1st February 2015

19. Date of next meeting:  7th October 2009
20To consider the exclusion of the public and press in the public interest for 
consideration of the following items:

20.1 Personnel Issues. None
20.2 Legal Issues. None
No further business, Meeting closed: 
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