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Boyton Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE BOYTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 16th SEPTEMBER 2008.
1.
PRESENT:
Keith Lilley


Parish Councillor (Chair)

Dr Fred Stentiford

Parish Councillor (Responsible Finance Officer)

Ivan Clark


Parish Councillor

Nicola Cassy


Parish Councillor
Allan Hall


Parish Clerk
Rhona Sturrock


Suffolk Coastal District Councillor (Hollesley with Eyke)
Rosie Clarke


Suffolk County Councillor (Wilford Division)

RESIDENTS PRESENT

Robert & Hilary Steed
2. APOLOGIES:

James Greenwell

Parish Councillor

PCSO Terry Barrow

Safer Neighbourhood Team, Suffolk Constabulary
3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
4.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING (21 February 2008)
Dr Stentiford pointed out a spelling mistake in that references to ‘Mr Hardage’ should read ‘Mr Hardidge’.
This point aside, the minutes were accepted as a true record, and signed by the Chair.
5.
MATTERS ARISING
The clerk advised that research for an explanatory leaflet regarding the work and responsibilities of Parish Council is ongoing. 
6. SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Mrs Clarke confirmed that the Boundary Committee Consultation process ends on 26 September, and urged all Parish Councils who had not yet done so to submit their views. Lowestoft has very strongly represented that they remain as part of Suffolk, and not be aligned with Norfolk, a view that now seems to be finding favour with the Boundary Committee. The costing for the various options for reorganisation are not yet to hand, but should be available within a few days. The two main alternative options now appear to be an Ipswich with Felixstowe Authority, plus an Authority covering the rest of Suffolk (including Lowestoft) OR Single Authority covering the whole of Suffolk (including Lowestoft). The Chief Constable is in favour of a single Unitary Authority (including Lowestoft) for effective and efficient policing.
7. SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Rhona Sturrock drew attention to the SCDC leaflet ‘Make Suffolk Three’ which outlines their preferred option for boundary changes, that of having one authority for Ipswich, another covering East Suffolk including Felixstowe and Lowestoft, and a third for the West of the county. She expanded upon the view that this would be the better option. The coastal defence work will start on 29th September; the ‘Bushy Lane’ sale has not yet been completed. Further finance for this defence work has been made available from the Environment Agency.
8. SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM REPORT

PCSO Terry Barrow was unable to attend, but Pc Andy Warne sent the following written report:
‘I am pleased to report that there has been only 2 crimes in the village since your last meeting on 21/2/08. A theft of a battery from a bird scarer 28/5/8  and a broken window on 30/6/8 at the village hall.
Just a warning - in recent weeks gangs of pickpockets have been stealing purses in Woodbridge town centre, especially in shops. Taking purses from open bags is one common way they have been stealing them. On a brighter note I started Horsewatch just over 1 month ago and now have 50 members. If anyone wishes to join please let me know and I can email them form.’
9. FINANCIAL REPORT
A new firm is now undertaking the Audit, and everything has gone through satisfactorily. Four cheques were presented for signature:
One year’s payment to the clerk:

£300.00

BDO Hayward Ltd (Audit):


£58.75
PCC – hire of room:



£15.00

Partial work on Village Hall lease:

£175.00

10. PLANNING APPLICATIONS SINCE THE LAST MEETING
There were no updates to report since the last meeting.

11. PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSE TO BOUNDARY COMMITTEE PROPOSALS
The Chairman advised that the Parish Council had submitted the view that:

a) The status quo with the current County Council and District Councils should be maintained, or
b) If change there must be, then we would reluctantly opt for a single authority covering the whole county as being the marginally better of the two unsatisfactory and unnecessary options.

12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a) Nicola Cassy advised that an additional 8 households completing the questionnaire on ‘Tackling Climate Change’ would qualify the village to receive £100. (18 additions would make this £200, and 28 - £300). Residents will therefore again be encouraged to participate.
b) The question of the recent flooding at Cottons Acre was discussed, and it was agreed that the Parish Council will write to SCC Highways regarding the situation. Action: Chairman & Clerk
c) The mud and sand on the highway at the Little Scotland / Butley Road crossroads are again making them dangerous. This will be raised once more with SCC Highways.  Action: Clerk
d) There are a few bricks missing from the plinth of the village sign. Nicola believes that she may have a few bricks of this type left over following some building work, and will check.

e) The clerk advised that he had written to ‘Far East Travel’ regarding the speed that the buses travel through the village, but that the Company states the according to their ‘tracker’ system, no instances of speeding could be found. They ask that dates and times be provided if further complaints are received. As the timetable seems to allow very little time to travel between stops, the initial letter was copied to the Suffolk County Council, which is responsible for setting the timetables.
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on WEDNESDAY 19 NOVEMBER 2008 in the village hall.
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10pm.
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