Main website:- www.christianhouseandchurchswap.co.uk  
 No smoking in any of the homes unless otherwise indicated.

Property reference number: - A93-75 (GRENOBLE)
Home to a family with 4 children aged between 11-17yrs. 
They are looking to house swap for 2 weeks in the school summer holidays, July/August
KEY INFORMATION

	Bedrooms available:-
	Bedroom i)  double bed

Bedroom ii) single bed

Bedroom iii) cabin style bed  (one person)

Bedroom iv) 2 cabin-style beds- (2 people)   (max-6 people)

      ~~Cabin bed has desk below and bed above it~~

	Children welcome?
	Yes, any age group

	Pets that live here:-
	No pets live here


 “Beautifully situated on the Drac and Isere Rivers and surrounded by mountains, Grenoble, the self-styled capital of the Alps, is a lively modern town. Discovering the town and surrounding region takes you from one surprise to another, from unusual places to historic sites, from casual strolls to unexpected finds” This is a wonderful area to explore.
 Grenoble itself is the flattest town in France, making walking and cycling really easy and interesting, while the mountain backdrop offers challenging hikes and mountain biking. Mountain bikes can be hired for this purpose. 

The family have 6 road bikes which house swappers are welcome to use, and British cyclists will be delighted to know that there are marked bike lanes throughout the town and in the country! 

Although the ‘Med’ is a 3 hour drive, there are nearby lakes which are great for swimming or for a range of watersports. 

Other interesting and attractive towns in the locality are Lyon and Annecy and a little further is the majestic Mont-Blanc.
This early 1960’s 4 bedroomed apartment is in a great central location in Grenoble, and there is a lift. They do not have a TV, but there are many toys, books and games. They have their own garage, and while they do not have a garden, there is a lovely large park just 100 metres away. This includes a good play area for children with playground equipment.   The location is good for all local amenities and there is an excellent public transport system. 

Their church, Eglise du plein Evangile, (Full Gospel Church), is an evangelical and charismatic church and all services are in French. But there are people who speak in English and will welcome house-swappers to share in the worship, which after all, is universal!  It is a thriving church with 4 pastors and one of these speaks English. 400 people attend the morning service which is contemporary in style. 

There is also an English speaking Anglican Church in Grenoble. www.grenoblechurch.org 

	Sport and Leisure
	Bowling, biking, hiking, swimming, watersports, swimming pools, ice-skating rink

	Local places of interest
	Very rich area for museums, farms, Vercors-a mountain range which was well-known place during the 2nd world war, monastery, and 3 mountain ranges around Grenoble.

	Entertainment
	Cinemas, theatres, galleries, (music & drama festivals during the summer)


     Property reference number:-A106-91 (LE TOUVET)  

Home to a family with a 2year old and a 5 yr old, looking to house swap in the UK 
KEY INFORMATION…

	Bedrooms available:-
	bedroom i):-  double     bedroom ii):- twin      

 bedroom iii):- single          (max:-6-8 people) 

    other:- There are also bunk beds                                                                                                 

	Children welcome?:-
	Yes, any age group

	Pets that live here:-
	No pets live here

	           Re-dogs:-
	They could not consider a dog staying here.


Le Touvet is a small village in the beautiful Alpen Mountains. 

It is situated approximately 30 mins drive from both Grenoble & Chambery. 

This is a wonderful location with much to offer the holiday-maker. Le Touvet itself is a quiet village, about 2000 inhabitants, which has an ancient castle and is renowned for its magnificent gardens, ‘Jardins a la Francaise, classes’.  The website is well worth browsing.  www.touvet.com 

The home is a self-contained apartment within a large shared house, and it was built in 1974. It has a big garden, 800m2, which is private and is mostly laid to lawn, with flowers & lots of trees giving welcome shade in the summertime.  There is garden furniture and a barbecue for house swappers to enjoy eating ‘al fresco’! Children will be happy to discover the swing, sandpit and small plastic play-house.

A selection of shops and eating places are within a 10 minute walk, and nearby are some lakes which are great for swimming as well as walking or cycling around. There are some bikes for house swappers to borrow. While there are bus stops close to the house for catching buses to the big cities, a car is needed to reach the railway station which is 5 mins drive. 

The family attend the ‘Eglise du Touvet, which is the Catholic Church in the village, part of the ‘Paroisse Les Saints Apotres’. 

 www.diocese-grenoble-vienne.fr/~paroisse-21.html
www.diocese-grenoble-vienne.fr/ ~contact-paroisse-486hrrreh9zv.html

The church life is limited in the village and around, and several villages have grouped together. The celebration will only be given once a month or so in the village itself.  Services are fairly traditional, and house swappers would be given a warm welcome…but remember the services are, of course, in French.

	Sport and Leisure
	Swimming in the lakes, mountain walking, climbing, paragliding & other flying sports. 

	Local places of interest
	French castle with gardens Monastry (couvent des moines Chartreux, Musée de la Grande Chartreuse http://musee-grande-chartreuse.fr/), 

	Entertainment/Arts
	Summer festivals in the countryside.

http://www.francethisway.com/places/a/le-touvet-isere.php

	
	


Property reference number: - A92-74 (ALBOUSSIERE)
Home to a family with 3 children aged 6, 9 and 10 years. They are looking to house swap with an English family with children of a similar age.
KEY INFORMATION

	Bedrooms available:-
	Double :- 2,

Single :- 2

(Max:- 6 people)

	Children welcome?
	This is best suited for ages 4+

	Pets that live here:-
	No pets live here


Alboussiere is a small rural village in the beautiful Ardeche region of the Rhone-Alps in south-east France.  

It is 3 hours by train to Paris, and 2 hours by car to the Mediterranean Sea at Nimes, Istres and Marseilles. It is south of Lyon, and nearby towns are Valence, Grenoble and Montellimar.  There are many exciting places to visit and things to do in this area. 

This detached house was built only 4 years ago and they have a lovely large garden, 3000 square metres. It is mostly laid to lawn and there is a small swimming pool which house swappers are welcome to use. There is garden furniture and a barbecue, and house swappers can enjoy eating ‘al fresco’ on a warm summer’s evening. 

They also have a table tennis table and a ‘babyfoot’ which is table football. And there is a toboggan if visiting in the winter months! There are also bikes which can be borrowed. The local transport is not good and they suggest car swapping as well.  The nearest shop and eating place is 2km. 

The family would also be very interested in ‘hosting’ as well as house swapping, in order to become acquainted. This could maybe happen for a few days at the beginning or end of a house swap.

The Free Church which they attend has all its services in French, but a few of the congregation speak a little English. It is a small Christian Church with about 50 people in the morning congregation and 30 in the evening. Their style of worship tends to be fairly traditional, but with some contemporary worship as well. There are no midweek meetings in Alboussiere but many in Valence, 20 km away.  They have a website but it is in French, of course!

http://fileo.free.fr 
	Sport and Leisure
	Many sports in the area, including football and tennis.

	Local places of interest
	There is a working farm that is open to visitors, a zoo and a castle but many others too. See area websites for info about the area. 


Scroll down….
Property reference number: - A112-104 (VITROLLES, PROVENCE)

Home to a family with 2 children aged 5yrs & 7yrs. 

KEY INFORMATION…

	Bedrooms available:-
	Double:- 1,  twin:- 1 (with a child’s bed- 5’ long & a normal length bed)   + extra mattresses to accommodate 2 more people in the living room or in the veranda.

                                                               (max:-  4/6 people)

	Children welcome?-
	Yes, any age

	Pets that live here:-
	No pets live here


Vitrolles is a small town fairly close to the larger town of Marseille, in Provence, southern France.  Provence is a wonderful area for sightseeing, walking or swimming.  (More photos of the house are below)
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This ground floor renovated flat is part of a mid 1970’s three storey apartment building, located in a calm middle-class private housing estate, near Vitrolles old village. It is just 1 km from local shops & eating places. Also close by is the amazing Etang de Berre salty lake, & it is within easy reach of the town centre, near Marseille and Aix en Provence.  

More information www.annuaire-mairie.fr/ville-vitrolles-13.html       http://www.etangdeberre.org/
This is a lovely home & has the usual home features eg dish-washer, washer/dryer, internet access & TV/DVD/HiFi. The living room opens on a comfortable veranda, which leads out to their private garden with trees & a pergola.  Garden furniture & a barbecue are available to house swappers to enjoy eating ‘al fresco’ on a warm summers evening!  There is also a nice fig tree in the garden, bearing fruit once in July and once in August.  The family love it!(. 

The children’s toys will be available, & there is a little shed in the garden. There is a  park just behind the apartment with kids games, and another park across the road –fit for bikes and roller skating. 

Local transport is good & it is easy to travel around:- autoroute 10 mins away, airport 15 mins, railway station 15 mins, bus central station 10 mins.

The family have 2 adult & 2 kids bikes which will available unless they need to take them with them to England.

The church that the family attend is Eglise Evangelique de Marignane. The services are all in French, but visitors will receive a great Christian welcome! It is an AOG church, & about 120 people attend the morning service and 80 in the evening. Style of worship tends to be contemporary. There is a variety of activities for all ages, but not many of them run during the summer.  There are English speaking churches in the area. See following website: -   http://iccpaix.org/
	Sport and Leisure
	2 sailing clubs 2 km away, free tennis ground, fitness trail across the road, with great view over the Etang de Berre beneath,

outdoor swimming pool (5 mins away)  horse ranch (10 min)

	Local places of interest
	Many typical villages to be visited within 60km radius, walks and picnic places, Ste Victoire mount and Alpilles natural parc, great big La Barben zoo (25 min) 25 km from centre of Marseille, beautiful Aix en Provence and Salon de Provence. 18 km to sea front and 3 km to Etang de Berre (salty lake). Many possible boat trips – Frioul island, chateau d’If, Notre Dame de la Garde and many sea creeks called “calanques”  Camargue (1h30)

	Entertainment/Arts
	Visit Marseille in a “train”, museum of natural history, Palais Longchamp, Laser game, karting... …
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THE FOLLOWING HAVE MADE THEIR PLANS FOR 2012, BUT WILL MOST LIKELY BE LOOKING TO HOUSE SWAP AGAIN NEXT YEAR.
               FOR 2013       Property reference number: - 103-88 (GRENOBLE)
Home to a family with 3 children aged 15, 12 and 5yrs.
KEY INFORMATION

	Bedrooms available:-
	Double :- 2,  single :- 2, other :- double sofa bed in the office  (max:- 6/8 people)

	Children welcome?
	Yes any group are welcome

	Pets that live here:-
	They have 2 ‘red’ fish that will need feeding please!


Varces Allieres & Risset is a small quiet town situated 10 kilometres from Grenoble, the capital of the Alps.   http://www.varces.fr/visit_hist.html  

                                                                                     (box to translate at top of page)
This modern detached house was built 10 years ago at the entrance of a subdivision, and close to a secondary road. It is about 10 mins walk to the centre of town.  This is a comfortable home, 158sq. metres. There is a central chimney, an open log fire for the cold weather, four bedrooms upstairs, one of them is ensuite. There is also a family bathroom.  (photos available on request)
The private garden is 800 sq metres with garden furniture, barbecue, deck-chairs and a children’s swing.  
Local transport is good, with a bus stop 50 m from the house. There are bikes which house swappers are welcome to use if they wish. 

This is a lovely area for walking and cycling.

Their church, Eglise du plein Evangile, (Full Gospel Church), is an evangelical and charismatic church and all services are in French. But there are people who speak in English and will welcome house-swappers to share in the worship, which after all, is universal!   

 It is a thriving church with 4 pastors and one of these speaks English. 400 people attend the morning service which is contemporary in style. 

There is also an English speaking Anglican Church in Grenoble. www.grenoblechurch.org 

	Sport and Leisure
	Bowling, biking, hiking, swimming, watersports, swimming pools, ice-skating rink

	Local places of interest
	Very rich area for museums, farms, Vercors-a mountain range which was well-known place during the 2nd world war, monastery, and 3 mountain ranges around Grenoble.


FOR 2013   Property reference number: - A82-54 (NANTES)
Home to a couple who are looking to house swap & they are not restricted to school holidays.

KEY INFORMATION

	Bedrooms available:-
	Double :- 3  (max- 6 people)

	Children welcome?
	Yes

	Pets that live here:-
	No pets live here


Les Sorinières, (www.ville-sorinieres.fr) in the Department of Loire Atlantique is a southern suburb commune in greater Nantes in the lovely Loire Valley with its many vineyards and chateaux.  Just south of Nantes, outside the ring road, it is a fairly small community of some 6,000 people. There are a range of shops and eating places very close by, as well as the bus stop with regular bus service (every 20 minutes) into the historic city of Nantes with its well designed tram system, and numerous interesting places to visit. 

This is a calm and clean city, near to the sea and amidst beautiful countryside.

Please browse the area website www.nantes.fr   

Five minute drive one way is a large Le Clerc supermarket, and ten minutes the other way is the airport and lovely countryside. The coast is a one hour drive. 

This late 1980’s bungalow has a garage extension which is joined to the neighbor’s garage, i.e. it is semi-detached by a garage extension.  The enclosed garden has a lawn, patio, fruit trees and a vegetable plot. Garden furniture and a barbecue are available to house-swappers, as are a couple of bikes, (but these are old and would need attention before using). 

The Roman Catholic Parish Church is 6 minutes walk. The size of congregation varies but about a hundred in the morning, and more for a family service, when the church can be full. The style of worship tends towards contemporary and there is a midweek charismatic prayer meeting in the next Commune. But this and other midweek groups and Sunday services are all in French! So this is a great choice for anyone wanting to improve their French! 

You might also like to visit the website of the Puy du Fou :  www.puydufou.com   which is just over an hour's drive from Les Sorinières.

	Sport and Leisure
	Football pitch in town,  swimming pool, and sports centers in Nantes

	Local places of interest
	Chateau de Nantes, the old port, Puy du Fou, and many more, see website

	Entertainment/Arts
	See Ville de Nantes for all theatre, special music/drama festivals, galleries and cinemas.


