Housing Needs Survey – Leavenheath 2009 
Summary

632 local housing needs survey forms were delivered to all homes in Leavenheath at the end of January 2009. 218 completed forms were returned; giving a good 34% return of this type of survey.

Parish Housing Information
Age: People aged 60 and over made up 41% and children under the age of 15 make up 16%. This indicates a slightly older age profile than other villages recently surveyed. Household size:

71% are single or two person households. Properties: 68% have three or more bedrooms. Tenure: 97% of homes are owned either outright or with a mortgage; this is much higher than other parishes which are usually in the 80-90% range. Opinion: 60% (124) were in favour of a scheme; this shows overall support for a small scheme for local people. 64 respondents said No. This is 31% of respondents.

Need indicated by survey returns
12 x 1-2 bed for single and couple households; this should include one bungalow, as at least one elderly person was in need, and a couple with a disability. Only 2 could possibly afford shared ownership on present income although several did indicate interest. 2 x ‘3 bed’ for families with 2 or unspecified number of children; 1 could afford shared ownership. Four additional households indicated a possible future need, for their older children, but did not go on to give details.
Recommendation
The recommended number and mix of properties to meet the identified need is: - Four x ‘1 or 2 bed’ flats, to rent. Two x ‘2 or 3 bed’ houses, one shared ownership, one rent. Two x ‘2 bed’ bungalows, one shared ownership. Another 4 households indicated a possible future for older children need but did not give details.

This indicates a total scheme of 6-8 units. The final mixture of tenure will need to be decided depending on the state of the mortgage market in respect of the current credit crunch at the time of writing.
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