[image: image1.jpg]


Boyton Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE BOYTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON MONDAY 12th DECEMBER 2007.
1.
PRESENT:
Keith Lilley


Parish Councillor (Chair)

Dr Fred Stentiford

Parish Councillor (Responsible Finance Officer)

Nicola Cassy


Parish Councillor
Ivan Clark


Parish Councillor

James Greenwell

Parish Councillor

Allan Hall


Parish Clerk

Rhona Sturrock


Suffolk Coastal District Councillor (Hollesley with Eyke)
RESIDENTS PRESENT

Robert & Hilary Steed, Richard Jesty, Penny Clark.
2. APOLOGIES:

Pc Andy Warne


Safer Neighbourhood Team, Suffolk Constabulary
3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
4.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING (25/10/2007)



These were accepted as a true record, and signed by the Chair.
5.
MATTERS ARISING
a)
Sand hazard – Boyton Crossroads: The clerk has contacted SCC Highways, and arranged for the hazard to be cleared. 
b)
‘Boyton’sign: SCC Highways have agreed to replace the missing sign, and to refurbish the one at the other end of the village.

c)
Footpath behind ‘Pin Mill’: SCC Highways made contact with the Chairman in response to the clerk’s letter, and advises that the present positioning in is accordance with the definitive map. It is possible the path was unofficially diverted in the 1960s when the hedges were re-aligned. Further consideration will be given as to how the matter can be resolved.
d)
Post Box opposite the entrance to the forest: The clerk has sent an e-mail to Royal Mail regarding the lack of collection times being shown on the box. A reply is awaited.

e)
Post office closure consultation: The clerk has e-mailed the Boyton PCC’s opposition to any suggestion that Hollesley PO should be closed, and the submission has been acknowledged.

f)
Hedge bordering the ‘Old School’ property: The Chairman has spoken with Mr Scase. He will also contact Mr Gilligan regarding the overhanging ash tree on his property. 

g)
Damaged plinth to the Village Sign: The damage has been reported to the Safer Neighbourhood Team; Sgt Woodmansee asks that if youths continue to congregate in the area, the Team be advised in order that an officer can visit and make contact. 
6. SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Rosemary Clarke was unable to be present, but has since sent a report which is attached at annex A.

7. SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Rhona Sturrock advised that Ipswich is not to be granted Unitary Status at this second stage of the process, and that the Boundary Commission is to be brought into Suffolk to re-assess the situation. 
8. SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM REPORT

Pc Andy Warne sent a report which advised there had been no crimes reported in Boyton since the last meeting. The Constabulary is in the middle of the annual Christmas ‘drink-drive’ campaign, which will run until the beginning of January. Pc Warne also advised that he is trained to carry out speed enforcement with the radar gun, and that should there be a problem that needs targeting, he should be contacted.
9. FINANCIAL REPORT
Three cheques were approved for payment:



PCC (hire of room) 


- 
£10.00

Bench for the Village Hall

-
£580.00


SCDC Invoice for elections

-
£70.09


The Auditor’s report is still awaited.
10. PLANNING APPLICATIONS SINCE THE LAST MEETING

The Clerk informed the meeting that there has been one planning application since the last meeting -
the conversion of two outbuildings at Valley Farm to become residential units. This has been supported by the Parish Council.
11. MANAGEMENT OF THE VILLAGE HALL 
Dr Stentiford confirmed that the lease is currently with the Diocese for consideration. It was agreed that an initial meeting between the Custodian Trustees and the PCC will take place on 15th January, with an open meeting to be arranged for later in the spring.
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There were no other matters raised.
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on THURSDAY 21st FEBRUARY 2008 in the Village Hall.

REPORT TO PARISH COUNCILS, DECEMBER 2007 

As you will be aware, the Government is now minded not to accept the bid by Ipswich Borough Council to become a unitary authority.  The news of this refusal came through on the day that Government was due to sign the Act confirming Ipswich’s unitary status.  A great deal of time has been spent by the County Council (both senior Councillors and senior officers) in discussions with their opposite numbers on the Borough Council to ensure that the transition of responsibilities to the new unitary council would be carried out as smoothly as possible, with as little disruption as possible being experienced by residents in Ipswich and in Suffolk.    

The Pathfinder method of working between the County Council, the District Councils and St Edmundsbury Borough Council is consequently put on hold and we now await discussions with the Boundaries Commission to see what the Government has in mind for the structure of local government in Suffolk.

We survived the North Sea surge on 9 November; there was localised flooding but fortunately this was not as serious as feared.  However, the A12 was closed at Blythburgh for 26 hours and the County Council, together with Waveney and Suffolk Coastal District Councils, is expressing its great concern to Central Government that it is totally unacceptable for the main arterial road in East Suffolk to be so seriously affected and at risk of repeated flooding. The three Councils are considering the implications of the Environment Agency’s strategy for the Blyth valley, which is likely to be followed by strategies for the Alde and Ore and the Deben estuaries, which raises issues of national and regional flood defence policy and insufficient Government funding.  The Councils will be pursuing these matters through our local MPs and will be seeking meetings with appropriate Government ministers.  

A paper is being presented to the County Council at its meeting on 13 December: “Shaping the Future of Suffolk” – consultation on Suffolk’s Community Strategy 2008 to 2028.  The Local Government Act identifies Suffolk County Council’s community leadership role and emphasises the need for partner organisations to work together to deliver improvements identified in the Community Strategy.   

The Suffolk Strategic Partnership draws together representatives from the statutory, voluntary and business sectors, including the County Council, District Councils, primary care trusts and faith groups. The Suffolk Strategic Partnership agreed to revise the Community Strategy to reflect the changing priorities and ambitions for the County over the next twenty years.  This report covers the period 2008-2028, detailing the collective action of Suffolk partners and the use of public resources. This is a long document but I do commend it to you.  It makes very interesting reading and can be accessed on the County Council website.  

I would like to quote from this report concerning crime and disorder:  “Suffolk has a good record of tackling crime and disorder.  There is good evidence that children and young people are protected from crime and anti-social behaviour, with a significant reduction across all age ranges in the number who are victims of reported crime.  Positive partnership engagement across a range of agencies and organisations has led to an increased focus on awareness and understanding of children and young people concerning crime, anti-social behaviour, racism and bullying and the negative impact of these actions.

“Suffolk Constabulary’s development of “safer neighbourhood” policing provides Suffolk with strong roots and foundations within communities, working closely with other agencies which helps to create safer neighbourhoods – identifying local problems and cooperating to address them in partnership.

“People also need to take responsibility for their own behaviour for the good of the community.  Suffolk needs to encourage people to accept their responsibility to live within the law and respect the rights of others”.

Our Safer Neighbourhood teams are now up and running and, as a member of Suffolk Police Authority, I maintain regular links with the Chief Inspector, Inspectors and Safer Neighbourhood teams within the Woodbridge and Leiston sectors.

This year has flown by so quickly.  I hope that we all have a less worrying time at Christmas than we did last year and I am sure that we have not forgotten the tragic events and the five young women who lost their lives.

May I wish you and your families a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year and I shall look forward to seeing you all again in 2008.

Rosemary Clarke

County Councillor for Wilford Division

Rosemary.Clarke@suffolkcc.gov.uk
01394 412178

December 2007
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