
By Clarissa Place 

Decorative Graffiti 

Claydon’s recreation ground has a makeover. 

If you haven’t been up to recreation ground in Claydon recently there has 
been an improvement to the clubhouse thanks to Karen Todd and her team of 
young helpers. 

The group consisting of 17 young people ranging from 7 
to 17 years old, along with Miss Todd from Catch 22, and 
parent supervision saw the group set about redecorating 
the outside of the clubhouse.   

The aim of the project was to give something for the 
young people to do and teach them to express 
themselves in art but not by illegally graffitiing. Miss Todd 
said “The project allowed the youngsters to take 
responsibility for their hard work, the aim is to prevent 

anti-social behaviour and damage to property that was 
happening up here before.”  

The idea came from community safety partnerships which 
identified hotspots of anti-social behaviour. Miss Todd 
said “That by targeting these areas by introducing projects 
like this one it gives the youngsters something 
constructive to do instead of being told off and moved 
along.”  

Due to the overwhelming amount of support and praise from users of the 
Claydon recreation ground other projects may be planned in the future. Miss 
Todd finished by saying “The young people gained an insight into community 
bonding and learnt the consequences of graffiti without permission, the 
comments of everyone in the area says it has been improved with the art on 
display.” 

 

 
 
  


