Minutes of the Annual Parish Council  meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 15th May 2007 at 7.30pm at the Church Hall.  
Councillors Present

Cllr Knights, Cllr Burgess, Cllr Culyer, Cllr Hammond –Fox, Cllr Holman. 
Also Present
Mrs Beevor – Clerk
4 Members of the public

Agenda
1) To elect a Chairman of the Parish Council for 2007/08
On the proposal of Cllr Culyer, seconded by Cllr Holman, Cllr Knights was nominated as Chairman for 2007/08. There were no other nominations.   
It was unanimously resolved to appoint Cllr Knights as Chairman. 

a) Cllr Knights signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman. The form was witnessed by the clerk. 

2a) Apologies for absence 

Cllr Cossey, P C Harris, Cllr Taylor – SCC.  

 b) Declarations of Interest
Nil 

3. Election of Vice- Chairman. 
It was resolved by all to appoint Cllr Culyer as Vice-Chairman for 2007/08.  There were no other nominations. 

4. To confirm the Code of Conduct 2007. 

A model Code of Conduct for Town and Parish Councils 2007 had been received and distributed to all councillors. The optional paragraph 12(2) was explained as per the Standards Board guidelines. After full discussion it was resolved to incorporate 12(2) within the model Code of Conduct 2007. 

It was unanimously resolved by all to adopt the Model Code of Conduct for Town and Parish Councils 2007 including 12(2) with immediate effect.    

The adoption of the 2007 Code to be advised to the Standards Board.  WDC to be advised of the adoption of the Code and asked to advertise the Worlingham P C adoption of the Code within their own advertisement of adoption as per Salc suggestion. 

The dates of the Code of Conduct training courses to be held at Beccles Town Council chambers by Salc and the Monitoring Officer, were advised to the meeting. Councillors advised the clerk of the sessions on which they would attend the training.   

5) Register of Interests

The 2007 revised Register of Interest was completed at the meeting by all councillors following the adoption of the 2007 Code of Conduct.  The completed Register to be forwarded to WDC Monitoring Officer.    

6) Terms of reference
The draft Terms of Reference for each of the working parties and representatives had been distributed to councillors prior to the meeting. A discussion took place as to the number of councillors on the planning working party. It was resolved that this should be 3. It was resolved by all to adopt the Terms of Reference for 2007/08.    

7) To confirm Standing Orders

The Standing Orders and Financial Standing Orders for the Council are up to date and it was resolved that these should continue for 2007/08. 

8) To elect representatives for 2007/08 as follows;  
Planning working party - Cllr Cossey, Cllr Holman, Cllr Knights - agreed by all. 

Open space and amenities working party – Cllr Knights, Cllr Culyer, Cllr Cossey, Cllr Holman – agreed by all. 

Salc Rep – Cllr Burgess was nominated to continue as the Salc rep. Agreed by all. 

Finance Working Party – All councillors. 
Parish Plan steering Group – Cllr Culyer and 1 vacancy. 

9) To confirm Councillor areas 

Councillor areas to be considered at the June meeting. 

10) To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th April 2007.   
On the proposal of Cllr Culyer, seconded by Cllr Burgess the minutes were approved by all.  
11) Questions from councillors on matters not on the agenda. 
a) Caravans on Boasts Industrial Estate.

b) Bus stop – Marsh Lane/Lowestoft Road 

 Meeting opened to the public 7.56pm 
a)  Report from P C Harris.                                                                                                                                           
P C Harris reported that there had been one incident since the last meeting, when a tin had been taken from the Primary School.  
b) Report from SCC Cllr Taylor 
No report 

c) Report from WDC 

No Report 

d) Comments from the public;

Nil 
The meeting closed to public participation at 7.59pm. 
12) Clerks Report 

Full details as on the clerks report as provided to councillors, with a copy in the minute book attached to the main minutes. 

a) Councillor vacancies – Following the May elections there are 3 vacancies on the Parish Council. One person had put their name forward for co-option and had provided a personal resume which had been forwarded to all councillors. After discussion it was resolved by all to co-opt Sylvia Robbins onto the Parish Council. 
The other 2 vacancies will be advertised in the Community magazine. 

b) Pathway to Primary School- As minuted previously, SCC will not fund the total cost of the pathway this financial year but confirmed that they would consider the scheme if other funding was made available. Waveney Community Forum have advised that they will be visiting the area later in the week and it was resolved by all that Cllr Knights should meet with the Forum at the site to discuss other funding options.  
13). Discussion and updates;
a) All play areas/amenities – working party meeting to be arranged. 

b) Parish Plan –Cllr Culyer reported on the Steering Meeting that had been held on 8th May. The next meeting is on 22nd May at 7.30pm at the Church Hall. 

It was resolved that the hire of the hall, and the travel expenses to the first Suffolk Acre Parish Plan workshop would be paid by the Parish Council. The stationary requirements are to be ordered via the Parish Clerk.          
c) 4 Towns Bus – It  has been arranged for the bus to start on 23rd May and thereafter fortnightly. Letter to go into Community Magazine advertising the bus. Cllr Culyer will contact Beach Radio to see they can publicise.  Posters to go up at the Middle School and in the notice boards. It was resolved that if any further volunteers were required to man the bus the fee for the CRB check could be funded by the Parish Council. If required, flyers could be distributed to pupils via the school A discussion took place regarding the other services that can be provided on the bus i.e. PCT health issues.  
d) Worlingham Sign – Quote received from Thurton Foundry. Cllr Culyer to find out the cost of installation and to see whether quotes were possible from else where and then to report back to a future meeting.      
e) Gating order -  Locality budget funding has been confirmed and the clerk has advised SCC Highways – await their response. 
f) Feedback from Annual Parish Meeting – Quidenham Hospice had been well received from those present. 
14) Correspondence for information 
General correspondence as detailed on the list supplied to councillors and attached to the main minutes. 

a) Play area inspection books received – these to go on round robin to councillors. 

b) New Councillor courses – Salc dates provided. 

c) Letter from pharmacy regarding facilities for a doctor’s surgery in Worlingham. The Parish Council resolved that in principle it would support a doctor’s surgery in Worlingham.  Letter to be sent from the council to the doctors at Beccles, enclosing a copy of the letter from the pharmacy.    
d) e mail from Waveney Community Forum received regarding transport to the farmers markets. It was resolved that in principle the Parish Council would support such an idea, subject to further details. The Community newsletter to be suggested as a means of communication.  
e) Letter from SCC re lighting at Sheridan Walk read to meeting. No further action to be taken. 

15.  Planning Applications.

DC/07/0912/FUL – construction of a 2 single storey rear extension at 6 Cedar Drive by Mr and Mrs Stone. 

It was resolved by all to approve the application. 

DC/07/0870/FUL – Construction of a replacement steel framed agricultural building at Worlingham Hal by Mr and Mrs Nourse. 

It was resolved by all to approve the application  

DC/07/0827/FUL – construction of a 2 storey side extension at 1 Pine Tree Close by Mr and Mrs Hopewell 

It was resolved by all to approve the application  

Planning Correspondence; 

a) WDC Planning decisions 
 DC/06/1394/FUL – 10 Kempton Cross - Granted

Dc/07/0197/FUL – 33 Lowestoft Road  - Granted

DC/07/0175/ARM – 27 Garden Lane – Granted 

DC/07/0685/FUL – 24 Park Drive – Refused. 

b) WDC Planning Focus Group – 4th June at 6pm at Lowestoft Town Hall 

16) Reports of meetings attended by councillors  
a) Parish Plan meeting 8th May – as detailed above. 

17)  Finance
a) Authorisation of cheques for payment; A full financial summary of the balances, and details of the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and read out to the Council meeting.  It was resolved by all that the cheques and transfer between accounts were confirmed for signature. The final bond matures in June and it was agreed by all that this should be repaid into the existing accounts. 
b) Approval of auditor 2007/08 – Lubbock Fine has been selected as external auditor for 2007/08. It was resolved by all that Mr Sinden continue as internal auditor for 2007/08 for the Parish in the light of risks being addressed and with a sense of proportionality.     
c) Confirmation of RFO – It was resolved by all that the clerk should continue as RFO for 2007/08. 

d) Bank signatories – the bank mandate will need updating following the election, and it was agreed to consider this at the June meeting.   
e) Annual donation requests – discussed at previous meeting. No further requests. 

f)  2006/07 End of year accounts and bank reconciliation – It was resolved by all that the accounts for 2006/07 could be signed together with the supporting notes.   
Auditors Form 2006/07 – It was resolved that the Chairman could sign the accounts form in the appropriate places. The Annual Governance Statement was provided to all councillors, After discussion it was resolved that this could be signed by the Chairman.    
18) Councillors questions from ‘11’ above. 

a) Residential caravans on Boasts Industrial Estate – the clerk was asked to contact WDC planning on this matter. 

b) bus stop/bus service Marsh Lane/Lowestoft Road – The clerk was asked to write to SCC Transport services and ask them to review the provision of a service along Marsh Lane/Old Lowestoft Road. 

19) Date of Next Meeting 

The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 12th June 2007 at 7.30pm at the Church Hall.  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.25pm. 

Signed ……………………………………

Dated………………………………………..    
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