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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council
Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting of Wickham Skeith 
and the Parish Council Annual General Meeting
held Monday, 12 May 2008 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
7.30 pm:
Patrick Taylor, Conservation Architect from MSDC, presented draft Conservation Area Appraisal.  Consultation forms were available and Parish Council invited to comment – consultation will close on 27 June 2008.
Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), Parish Councillors: N Merriam, B Perks, J Formby, T Goodacre (Clerk), 

A Stringer (MSDC), J Clover (SCC) and 13 members of the public

Apologies: 
Accepted from C Wright, K Knights, V Clarkson 
1. Chairman’s Welcome:  The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming all those present.
2. Minutes of Meeting held 30 April 2007: The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.
3. Village Forum: No matters raised.
4. Reports:
4.1. Chairman’s Report: S Sparrow
The Chairman thanked Parish Councillors/Clerk for attending PC Meetings and dealing with matters raised and planning applications received.  The main issue of 2007/08 being Affordable Housing with Orwell Housing building 4 dwellings off St Andrews Close (drainage issues are observed). The Litter Pick with Councillor Stringer was a huge success, the precept has been maintained and a local contractor has been contracted to cut the Village Green.  Residents were thanked for supporting the Parish Council, attending meetings and raising issues and thanks were also given to all village groups, who make the village, particularly the Village Hall Committee.
4.2. Treasurer’s Report: K Knights
· K Knights sadly resigned as Treasurer with effect from 12 May 2008, with accounts in order for 2007/08. 
4.3. SCC: J Clover
· Unitary Status: Boundary Committee now examining possibility of one or more unitary structures in Suffolk.
· Schools Organisation Review: Following consultation, 1st phase proposals now drawn up.

· University of Suffolk: Admits first students in September 2008. 
· Energy from Waste: Possible site has been found at Gt Blakenham to deal with residual waste that cannot be recycled.

· Suffolk Green Fund: SCC have put in £100,000 (matched by EEDA) which is available to any community that wishes to develop a green project.
· Budget: SCC received a disappointing settlement from government, however, Council Tax increase is the lowest in the East of England.
· 4 Star Council: The Audit Commission awarded SCC a 4 star rating ‘excellent’ Council, the best possible rating and the only Council in the East of England to obtain this rating.
· Locality Budget: £350 available – WSPC invite village groups for suggestions, ie Village Hall floor.

4.4. District Councillor’s Report: A Stringer
2007/08 was a busy year with the following main issues:
· Unitary Suffolk: Consideration of unitary structure for Suffolk, forming single tier local government.
· Planning: Planning Department opened their new open plan office during the year.  Wickham Skeith is recognised as unsustainable location for development.

· Affordable Housing: Garden Meadow View development at Cotton completed and permission for 4 new dwellings at St Andrews Close approved during the year (recognising flooding problems).

· Litter/Fly Tipping: MSDC have issued £2,500 in £60 fixed penalty notices with 2 court summons.  The annual litter pick in the village was a huge success.
Councillor Stringer thanked everyone for all their hard work.
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4.5. Suffolk Police: V Clarkson submitted report, which was read by the Clerk in his absence:
· Reported crimes:  As from 1 Jan 2008 there have been no recorded crimes in Wickham Skeith.  
· As from 1 May 2008, PC 873, Claire Wayman, will be the Safer Neighbourhood Team Police Officer for Wickham Skeith, taking over from PC Mike Gwyn.  

4.6. Village Groups
The following groups are actively running, with reports gratefully received from D Erett (Village Hall Committee) and S Wright (FOSA):

· Village Hall Committee
· Care Group

· Friends of St Andrews Church (FOSA)
· Wednesday Club

· Hilltop Women’s Group
· Stoke Ash Community Primary School

· Lunch Club

· History and Film Group

· Parochial Church Council

· Table Tennis

Next year will be the Village Centenary and a sub-committee has been formed.

The Annual Parish Meeting closed and The Parish Council AGM followed on:

5. Election of Officers: S Sparrow nominated as Chairman by B Perks, seconded by N Merriam.  B Perks nominated N Merriam as Vice-Chairman, seconded by J Formby.  J Formby proposed considering a shared ownership of the Treasurer’s role with K Knights (S Sparrow/J Formby to liaise with K Knights).

· Internal Audit: It was proposed that B Kemp be asked to consider carrying out internal audit.

· Minutes of Meeting held 10 March 2008:  The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.
6. Trees situated around The Green: N Merriam raised concerns over the size of the trees on the Village Green and proposed that the Tree Warden, M Appleby, meet with David Mitchell, MSDC, and himself to discuss.  Clerk to arrange meeting.
7. NATS Proposed Changes to Airspace: To improve congested airways at Terminal Control North, development proposals have been made to create a second holding area for Stansted over Stowmarket.  Concerns were raised over noise pollution, which may increase over the years.  Clerk to write for more information on the impacts which may affect community.
8. Play Area: B Perks has received minimal feedback on whether residents would/would not like to see a play area within village.  Orwell Housing may offer funding with the development at St Andrews Close.

9. Planning Matters:

9.1. Planning Applications 
9.1.1. Ref: 0428/08 – Hillside, The Broadway: Proposed two storey and single storey extension to existing dwelling and new garage/store following demolition of existing outbuilding.   WSPC recommend approval for this application.
9.2. Planning Decisions
9.2.1. Ref: 0688/08 – Ayton, The Green: Permission has been GRANTED for the erection of conservatory following demolition of existing conservatory.
10. Other Matters:
· SALC Invoice for Subscriptions/Local Councillor copies @ £141.80: Passed for payment.
· Gislingham Post Office:  Proposals made by Post Officed Ltd to close Gislingham branch.  It was agreed that Wickham Skeith would support residents of Gislingham in their campaign to protect Gislingham Post Office.  Clerk to write.

11. Next Meeting: 14 July 2008 at 8.00 pm
Meeting closed at 9.05 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..
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