Minutes of the meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 10th March 2009 at 7.00pm at the Worlingham Middle School.  
Councillors Present

Cllr Burgess, Cllr Holman, Cllr Hammond-Fox (arrived at 7.15pm), Cllr Robbins, Cllr Rogers, Cllr Tucker.   
Also Present; 
Mrs Beevor – Clerk, 
3 Members of the public  
SCC John Taylor  
PCSO Steven Lee. 
Welcome to all by Cllr Tucker. 
The Chairman had sent his apologies and it was resolved by all to appoint Cllr Tucker as Chairman for this meeting. 

Cllr Tucker signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office for the meeting

Agenda

1) Apologies for absence
Cllr Culyer, Cllr Cossey, Cllr Knights, Cllr Sale (WDC), Cllr Duce (WDC).  

2) Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Robbins declared a personal interest in items relating to the parish plan. 

Cllr Tucker declared a personal interest in items relating to the parish plan. 

Cllr Rogers declared a personal interest in items relating to SORR

Cllr Tucker declared a personal interest in items relating to SORR.  

Cllr Holman declared a personal interest in any items relating to the WNCB. 
3)  To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 10th February 2009. .  
It was resolved by all to approve the minutes. 
Cllr Hammond Fox arrived.     

Meeting opened to the public.  
Reports and Questions

a)  Report from police.  
PCSO Lee advised that there had been 1 theft from a motor vehicle – this was a driving instructor’s car and the sign had been stolen from the top of the car. No one has been caught for this.   
There was 1 theft which was from the One Stop Shop at Hillside Avenue. Offender has been caught for this. 
There was no other recorded crime for February or March 2009. 

In his absence Cllr Cossey had asked that residents continue to report any incidents about the footpath along Rowan Way as this will support the request for the Gating Order.  

b) Report from Cllr Taylor - SCC
i) Cllr Taylor has spoken with the Highways Officer who advises that the new signage being placed around Beccles is to keep the traffic onto the main roads and not to send it into Beccles.
Cllr Taylor advised that there is a traffic consultation being carried out by SCC at present. 

ii)  Cllr Taylor has spoken with the Archaeological Officer at SCC who has confirmed that he will be able to provide a presentation at the annual parish meeting on 21st April 2009. 

iii) The pharmacy had advised Cllr Taylor that despite requests, doctors will not operate a surgery from Worlingham. 

Cllr Taylor suggested that a letter be sent to the PCT by the parish council. Cllr Tucker advised that there is data within the parish plan results regarding the need for a doctor’s surgery. 

Cllr Hammond- Fox advised that she would bring the matter up at the next PIF meeting on 26th March 2009. 

It was suggested that the clerk could contact the Gt Yarmouth and Waveney PCT and ask them to come along to a future meeting to discuss the matter.  

Questions to SCC

Q = What action is SCC taking re the bus stops that have been placed on the wrong side of the road at Park Drive? 

A = Cllr Taylor advised that he was not aware of the problem. 

Q = What is happening about the proposed cycle path along Lowestoft Road? 

A =   Cllr Taylor advised that there is a new path linking Beccles to Worlingham which has been paid for by Sustrans. The viability of a cycle path up to Ellough Industrial Estate is being considered but this does depend how much it would be used. 
  
c) Report from WDC 
 
No report. 
d) Items from members of the public

No items for council.  
Meeting closed to public contribution 7.25pm. 
4) Chairman’s Report including; 
a) Councillor Surgeries 
No members of the public had come along to the surgery. 
The parish council will purchase a sandwich board to advertise the surgery. Councillors discussed the wording that should be placed on the board. Suggestion made that it should read ‘Meet your parish council here today. Come in,’ with a logo of the village sign also on the board. Price approx £130. All agreed. 
It was suggested that a list of councillor surgery dates could be placed at the pharmacy and in the Beccles and Bungay Journal. 

Councillors felt that they would prefer the other room at the pharmacy.
b) Village Sign 
Mr Nourse had requested that a wooden pole similar to that in Beccles would be preferable for the parish sign. Quote received from Mr Nice. After full discussion it was resolved to agree the quote for the sign to be made similar to the Beccles post and base rather than a brick base as it was acknowledged that this land did belong to Mr Nourse. Mr Nourse to be advised that the works will now be carried out in the design that he has requested. If the sign were to be placed on any other verge that is not on private ownership a licence will be required from SCC costing approx £500.   

Discussion took place regarding the old sign – it was suggested that both the church and the middle school should be approached to see if either would look after/ display the old village sign.     

 c) Annual Parish Meeting – 21st April 2009 
Cllr Taylor SCC advised that Mr Fletcher will include the finds on the Beccles Common within his presentation for the annual parish meeting. Council were advised that Mr Fletcher will not charge a fee to attend and will only charge his costs. 

5) Clerks Report and Update 

A copy of the clerks report was provided for all councillors. 

In addition; 

SCC advise that bollards will not be allowed on the grass verge at Hillside Avenue and advised that council should report incidents to the police and see what measures the police could put in force. 

PCSO Lee advised that council could ask for yellow lines to be placed there and that this suggestion could be passed to SCC within their present traffic consultation.  

Re hedging along Lowestoft Road – overhanging branches to be cut back. No hedge cutting will be carried out at this time of year in case there are birds nesting. 

Glenwood Drive/Park Drive – position of 2 bus stops, and kerb works to be altered.  
a) Play Areas And Amenities 

Details in the clerks report. 

Winer/ diner for Bluebell Way – it was suggested that this be discussed at the next meeting and that residents of Bluebell Way be advised. 

RoSPA recommend repairs at Park Drive and Garden Lane – WDC advise these will cost in region of £250. It was resolved by all that these repairs should be made. 

Woodfield Park – drainage. Cllr Cossey had been advised of the e mail received from WDC Simon Walker making a proposal to try and help with the drainage situation with the limited funds available. It was resolved by all to ask WDC to go ahead with their suggestions. 

New Equipment – Initial quotes have been received for new equipment at Park Drive and All Saints Green. Appropriate grants to be considered to assist with the purchase of the equipment. 

Werel’s Loke Section 106 monies – WDC advised of the initial data from the Parish plan working group. WDC will consider which if any requests may be suitable for this site. 
Cycle rack for All Saints Green area – costs to be ascertained.

b) Gating Order 

SCC advises that the data they hold of incidents in this area now needs updating as the legal process has taken so long. details of recent incidents are required. Mr and Mrs French have details which they will provide to Cllr Cossey. Police to check their records and advise SCC of recent incidents.      
6) Reports of meetings attended by councillors. 

a) Parish Plan   

Cllr Robbins advised that the data is still being considered and that the steering group are hopeful of finishing the plan in April.

b) SORR 
Cllr Rogers advised that SORR are establishing a constitution and that membership is now restricted to 2 members per council. Other members of the public can attend as observers. 

It was suggested that Beccles Town Council members may be trying to push through ‘improvements’ to Beccles which could impact on Worlingham. SCC has confirmed that it has no knowledge of these at present and that any such suggestions would need to be consulted on with Worlingham and all other connecting parishes.   

Discussion took place regarding the proposals that Beccles Town Councillors seem to have which would block the town Centre to HGV traffic and sign this onto the A146 and then onto the Lowestoft Road. 

Clerk read e mail from Keith Mayo SCC dated 06.03.09 when he states that a 7.5T weight limit restriction had been considered by Keith Sampson’s team as part of a wider scheme in Beccles. This has been postponed as there was concern that if traffic was increased along Lowestoft Road as a result of this, then footway improvements would be required. If it did go ahead it would be included within a wider Traffic Regulation Order review for Worlingham which would be put out to consultation which would include councillors, and residents. 

Council were advised that although SORR should be a forum for collective requests it was proving difficult to get a shared view of issues.  For this reason Cllr Tucker suggested that the parish council should continue to discuss matters direct with SCC as well as working with SORR. 

Cllr Taylor SCC offered to advise SCC Highways of Worlingham Parish Council’s views that no extra HGV’s would be welcomed through the village. 
Council suggested that Mark Bee should be invited to a future meeting of the parish council to hear resident’s views regarding the traffic issues. 

Councillors were asked to advise Cllr Rogers of any short term measures required in the village. The long term ideal of SORR is still the Southern Relief Road.   
Council was advised that there is an incident form on the SCC website for reporting the parking of HGV on grass verges. 
SORR are attempting to draw up a preferred lorry route for Suffolk. 

c) Village Fete 2009 

Cllr Robbins advised that the meeting of 24th February had been well attended. The next meeting is on 24th March 2009. 

Cllr Taylor suggested that the police could be invited to attend the fete and bring their car/display. SNT team to be invited. 

d) Other meetings attended. 

St George’s Day – Cllr Hammond-Fox advised that both schools would participate. The primary school will have activities throughout the day and 2 councillors will be invited to dinner. The Middle School are holding activities within year groups. The activities will need to be judged and it was suggested that 3 councillors could do this. It was proposed that the winner from each year group be awarded a £10 book token gift. Agreed by all. 

Cllr Hammond- Fox is liasing with the Journal and Radio Norfolk. 

WNCB – Cllr Tucker had attended an informal meeting with the Editor of the WNCB and Cllr Culyer. The Editor had provided a pack of documents from when the magazine had originally started. This will be distributed to all councillors. 

Cllr Tucker had advised the Editor that he did not wish to be a committee member. Cllr Tucker was asked by the Editor not to attend any future meetings. 
Cllr Holman had attended the WNCB committee meeting on 9th March 2009 and the committee would like a representative from the parish council to join the committee 

Discussion took place regarding the editorial in this month’s magazine. It was resolved that a private letter be sent to the WNCB committee members  advising that council is disappointed with the use of the editorials for this purpose and to request that ‘ there are no more editorials with remarks against the parish council as the parish council does support the WNCB magazine.’  
Cllr Holman advised that he is no longer Treasurer of the magazine. 
Quality Lunch – Cllr Tucker had attended a Salc lunch re QPS. Cllr Tucker explained that the council was ahead of many councils by having a qualified clerk.

Re the ‘Power of Well Being’ – Cllr Tucker explained that this is an all encompassing power that saves parish councils having to use a specific power to carry out any matter.  To qualify for this, councils must have 80% of councillors trained. Salc are prepared to attend a parish council evening to do this. 

Cllr Tucker suggested that Salc be asked to attend the next council meeting to train councillors on this power. Cost would be £150. All agreed.  It was resolved to ask Salc to attend. 

7. Correspondence 

A quote had been received for 500 business cards. Cost will be £63.75. All agreed that these should be purchased. 
E mail had been received from WDC regarding the tree preservation order on the large Oak tree on Lowestoft Road. Letter read to meeting. 

Boundary Review – Consultation goes through to 14th May 2009. Parish council response will be required. 

E mail from Ross Corbyn SCC Highways dated 03.03.09 read to meeting whereby he advises that SCC have submitted a bid for improvements to Lowestoft Road. He states that they have only been successful with funding for cycling improvements in the area and will be designing improvements over the next few months. 
Councillors Surgery dates – councillors reminded of the dates. 

Letter from Beccles Town Council dated 06.03.09 advises that SCC Cllr Taylor had read out the parish council’s letter stating its concerns about any suggestion of traffic being increased along Lowestoft Road. Beccles Town Council advise that an HGV restriction was considered and approved by the Town Council on 1st July 2008 and was being put to SCC via Cllr John Taylor and SCC Cllr Mark Bee. Cllr Brian Woodruff and Cllr Bee   are now consulting with SCC engineers and advise that both Hulver and Worlingham councils were given copies of the plans. Cllr Woodruff has been asked to keep both parish councils updated. 

Suffolk Acre is holding a Community Support Forum on various dates in March 2009.  

 8) Planning 
Applications
There were no applications to consider.
WDC Decisions 

DC/08/1322/FUL – approved. 
Correspondence 

Core Strategy Development Plan to 2021 – copies held by the clerk.  
9) Finance

a)  Authorisation of cheques for payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made. 

b) Other Finance Matters 

Donations - Request had been received from youth club for a donation of £1200. Youth club had mentioned last year that such monies may be required depending on whether the 4 Towns Bus was to continue. Update from youth club read to the meeting. 
It was agreed by all that a donation of £1200 should be made.  

Grants/Donations System – Example of how Beccles Town Council allocates their grant monies was provided to all councillors. It was agreed to discuss this at a future meeting. 

SORR – donation of £25 already agreed. Details of payee to be obtained by Cllr Rogers.  

10) Other Matters 
Cllr Burgess advised that the bus shelter at Garden Lane had been damaged but that this had now been repaired.  

Council were advised that sides for the bus shelter on Garden Lane had been requested by a resident. 

There are now 9 salt bins in the village. 

11) Date of next meeting. 
Next meeting; Tuesday 14th April 2009 at the Middle School at 7.00pm.    
Meeting closed at 9.15pm.  
Chairman ……………………………
Dated………………………………………..    
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