OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Monday 11th January 2010
Present:

Clerk:


Mr Treloar


Chairman:

Mr Smith
Councillors:  Mr Jay, Mr Cant, Mr A Ling, Mr R Ling, Mr Childs, 
Mrs Lincoln & Mrs Vaughan and District & County Councillor 
Mr Bellfield. 
1. Apologies - 
Mr Moss.
2. Minutes of meeting held on 7th December 2009 - Approved and signed.

3. Matters arising -  Highways -  Potholes have been reported but recent bad weather has delayed and increased the number of repairs. The matter will be pursued when the better weather returns.  Meeting dates – These have been confirmed for 2010. Any other business - A dog waste bin has been ordered for the site next to Hubbards entrance. With regard to possible assistance towards resurfacing the Village Hall car park, Mr Smith indicated this would be given consideration in the light of estimates provided.
4. Finance -



Community Account

 £   241.03



Instant Saver Account
              £ 6,956.49
Payment requested:-
£20 -  Petty Cash, Clerks salary for ¼ ending December -  £225.18

                           & annual SORR donation -  £20. 




Payments proposed by Mr A Ling and seconded by Mr Jay.
Budget  2010/11- Mr Smith presented the proposed budget for the coming year. Marginal increases to the recurring costs have been made although with the removal of footpath cutting costs (it is hoped this will continue to be covered by SCC) total proposed payments are down by £1,300. The Precept has been held at £4,000, which with planned spending should result in a year end reserve of £5½K. The proposed budget was unanimously approved and a copy is attached to this minute.
It was proposed that a lap-top computer should be provided for the Clerk’s use. This to provide a back-up facility and to enable all Parish Council records to be retained in a dedicated source. The purchase was proposed by Mrs Lincoln and seconded by Mrs Vaughan. Mr Smith is to take the matter forward

5. Planning Applications -  
Approvals – 

· Wood Farm, Helmingham Road – Planning variation to allow Sunday trading.

6. Highways -  Nothing to report.
7. Rights of Way -  Mr R Ling presented an initial draft of the new footpath map. Councillors’ agreed that he should proceed along the lines outlined and prepare a fair copy for publication. Production costs have not been determined but it was agreed that the map, which will be aimed at casual walkers, will be sold at a small charge rather than given away. It is uncertain whether we will be able to obtain any grant funding towards the cost. 
8.District & County Councillor’s report  - Mr Bellfield advised that during the recent bad weather the Council had in the main managed to keep the major routes clear. The priority routes are B1078/9, B 1077,  B1120 along with the road to Crettingham. In common with other Councils the shortage of salt had been a problem but further supplies were being delivered.
With regard to local government reorganisation, the District Council who lost their appeal are considering whether to refer the decision to the Supreme Court. An appeal is being prepared but in view of substantial costs, it is hoped that a decision  on implementation will be delayed until after a General Election.
The Audit Commission have conducted a comprehensive assessment on performance and the County Council have been awarded 3 stars – “performing well” . They are the only Council in the country to achieve 3 green flags for various activities and they have been shortlisted for a green county award. Additionally they have received a good rating for access to services being one of only 12 councils in the country receiving top marks for managing their spending. It is hoped the Council Tax increase will be below 3%. Central Government have honoured their grant commitments, although it is felt by Mr Bellfield the Council would have been well advised to put more money into reserves beyond the present 5% in view of hard times ahead. A further 6,000 homes have now been included in the 3 bin waste system.
Mr Smith referred to a recent survey asking us to prioritise Council services. He noted that free bus passes came low down on the list and asked whether there were plans for these to be withdrawn. Mr Bellfield said that although the initiative was funded by central government, with a high proportion of retired people living in Suffolk, there was a substantial net cost to the District Council in maintaining this facility (£100K). All aspects were under review along with consideration for the scheme to be run by the County Council. Mention was also made of the recent press coverage on the shortfall  in County Council pension funding. The indication is that employer funding of the scheme will have to be increased by 31%. As Chairman of the pension committee, Mr Bellfield was able to report that whilst factually correct the position was not as bad as it appeared. Whilst current valuations and yields are extremely low it is unlikely that they will remain at this level and therefore the shortfall is unlikely to be so severe.
9. Community Council Report – Mr Cant advised there was nothing to report.
10. Correspondence – PC David Burrell the SNT Officer responsible for Otley submitted a crime report for the period 20th November – 20th December. 3 crimes were recorded (harassment, criminal damage and the possession of cannabis detected from a passive dog operation) During the same period last year 13 crimes were recorded and three detected. Otley has seen a good reduction in crime figures and we are asked to remain vigilant. Surrounding areas have seen high numbers of cycle thefts and outbuildings being broken into so we are asked to keep these areas secure.
11 Any Other Business.– Councillors congratulated the Sunaway’s on their third successive victory in the Countryside Alliance Awards. The Clerk is to write a letter of congratulation on behalf of the Council for the valuable contribution they make to the community.
Mr Jay had been approached with a request for a bus service to be instated between Otley and Woodbridge. The present service runs from Potash Corner and we have been advised that a previous service from the Village was underused. There is presently no intention for this to be reinstated.
Consideration was given to a guest speaker for the Annual Parish Meeting. It was felt that the Police should be asked to speak on the role of the SNT and update us on crime issues. The Clerk is to ask if they will attend.

SuffolkACRE have given us a possible date of 26th March for completion of an Affordable Housing Survey. This was considered a little close to Easter and the Clerk is to return to them to seek a date in May.

Thanks were expressed to Mrs Vaughan for holding the meeting in her home.

12. Date of next meeting – Monday 15th February.
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