BENTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETINGHELD INTHE VILLAGE HALL. BENTLEY ON
THURSDAY 5 MARCH 2009 AT 7.30 PM

Present Cllr J Orr- Chairman Mrs J Scott — Clerk  Cllr B Poulding
Cllr K Wheals  Cllr M Doolan Cllr P Rayment Cllr R Perkin
ClIr R Feltwell

Also in attendance:- County Councillor David Yorke-Edwards, and 15 members ofthe public

1. To Record Apologies for Absence: District Councillor J Hinton & District Councillor M
Miller, ClIr R Goodwin, ClIr C Cripps, Tree Warden Mr C Hawes and PCSO D Ford.

2. To Receive Declarations of Interest Relating to Agenda Items: - There were no
declaration of nterest.

Cllr Orr asked if everyone was happy with the agenda — he clarified that item 10 — Internet

Connection & Online Shopping at Village Hall was a grant application from The Computer
Club.

3. To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 5 February 2009
The minutes were approved as atrue record and duly signed by the Chairman.

Proposed: Cllr B Poulding  Seconded Clir K Wheals 5 in favour 2 abstentions

4. Matters Arising from the Minutes - Page 453 —item 4 — SCC letter had been sent to Alan
Cribb. Page 454 — item 7 — Clerk will be home on Monday mornings to deal with PC
matters. Page 455 —item 7 — Standing Orders sent to Michael Anderton to be put on website.
Page 455 —item 11 — Letterto Mr Bacon - CllIr Orr stated that this will be included in an item
later & tie in with litter pick. Page 455 — item 8 — Bank had not yet sent forms for new
signatory — Clerk to chase. Page 455 —item 10 —Clerk had contacted BDC regarding the car
wash sign. Page 456 —item 16 Quote for grass cutting had been returned to SCC. Page 457 -
item 19 — Letter of congratulation had been sentto Capel Parish Council.

| Action: Chase bank for change of signatory forms

5. Police Report — PC Gary Austin reported that there were no crimes in Bentley. He stated
that we were in a low crime area— 4 in Copdock and3 in Holbrook. It had been a very good
month but car crime — stealing from motor vehicles - play a large part inthe crime figures and
he again urged the meetingnot to leave things on display as thieves just break a window and
make off with the goods andthere is little chance of apprehendingthem. He told the meeting
that he had been on foot patrol through the village will try to continue to keep this up. He was
asked if there had been a speed check in the village — he said that he thought one ticket had
been given out andthat the checks would continue on aregular basis. He asked for details of
the next meeting — public session — highway issues — meeting to commence at 7pm and will
talk about what we can do — SCC can put in black strips which measure speed and the size of
vehicles coming through the village over atwo week period.

Cllr Orr asked if there were any comments onthe rest of the agenda.

Public Session — Meeting adjourned and reconvened

*Michael Anderton supported the internet connection it will be useful for Bentley Comrades —
he also commented onthe School Travel Plan — the footpath there were still two major items
—the slopes outside the new houses — 3 people had slipped duringthe icy weather.

*There were concerns about the drainage at the bottom of the hill — Clerk informed the
meeting that SCC had informed her that the ditch had been dug out. Cllr Goodwin was going
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b)

to be contacted re site meeting to re-open the Case Lane file — the Clerk will ask them to
checkthis as well.

*SCC had taken out part of the fence when they put in the pavement by the oak tree in Church
Road —there was just a piece of string acrossnow and could be dangerous — Clerk to inform
SCC.

The Clerk also informed the meeting in District Councillor Miller’s absence that the Babergh
had set the budget at 2.9% he also wanted the meeting to be told that they specifically voted

for additional funds for the CAB — Sudbury and Ipswich.

| Action: ContactSCC re slopes in Church Road — drainage and fence

It was realised that ClIr Orr had not signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office — Clir
Goodwin joined the meeting but declinedtotake over as he was not familiar with items on the
agenda — it was pointed out that if he stayed he must preside — so he left the meeting.

Cllr Orr then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and ran through the items 1-4
again ie apologies as above — Minutes were a true record

Proposed: Cllr B Poulding  Seconded Clir K Wheals 5 in favour 2 abstentions
Matters arising — as above
He asked if there were any more questions inthe public session — the meeting adjouned.

Mr Doolan stated that on Tuesday the Al2 was blocked again and traffic was diverted
through Bentley — the school bus dropped of two girls who could not get across the road due
tothe volume of traffic he was very concerned about safety.

The meeting reconvened.

Planning Applications

To note decisions of Planning Authority on previous applications

B/08/01230/FUL  Bentley Plants, Bergholt Road, Bentley Permission granted

To give comments on any new applications in hand

B/09/00120/FUL 1 Moyes Cottages, Bentley Change of use of outbuilding from storage
Hall Road, Bentley of classic motor vehicles to workshop for
precision engineering and classic vehicle

restoration (Class B2)

Although they had not seen the plans Councillors recommended approval.
RECOMMEND APPROVAL

Proposed: Clir K Wheals Seconded: Clir R Perkin All in favour CU

Cllr Goodwin had informed Councillor Feltwell that he had received complaints about
various developments in Link Lane and asked ifthey could be checked out to see if they were
complying with the regulations — access for emergency vehicles could be compromised.

| Action: Clerk to contact BDC regarding this development
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9.

Freedom of Information and relevant matters - The Chairman stated that we were
expected as a Council to endorse this model and said that he would go through the sections
and ask for approval at the end — Councillors had not voted to accept it at the last meeting.
There were no problems with Class 1 — Who we are and what we do— Class 2 — What we
spend and how we spend it- Financial Standing Orders — Do we continue to operate without
any? Cllr Perkin statedthat we should havethese in place and the Clerk was asked to obtain a
draft which should be circulated and discussed at the next meeting. Everything else was not
applicable. Class 3 — What our priorities are and how we are doing - ParishPlan is on the
website — Annual report (Chairman’s Report at APM) to be published on the website. Class 4
— How we make decisions - Timetable of meetings, agendas, minutes — reports, responses to
consultation papers and planning applications (in the minutes) are all on website or copies can
be obtained from the Clerk. Class 5 — Our policies and procedures — It was agreed that
Standing Orders needed to be updated and the Clerk was asked to obtain a model for
Councillorsto look at before the next meeting. It was agreed that any documents produced
electronically should be forwarded electronically without charge. There is no complaints
procedure andthe Clerk was askedto get amodel on this. Records management — at present
the Clerk has this but it was agreed to see how much was needed andtherest could be sent to
the Records Office for storage. — Data protection policies Clerk to get model — parish data
protection. Charges — these needto be reviewed next month. Class 6 — Lists and registers -
Correspondence List — Cllr Orr stated that this should go on the website or be scrapped — it
was proposedthat it be scrapped

Proposed: Clir B Feltwell Seconded: ClIr R Perkin 4 infavour 2 against

Assets Register — these are listed on the Risk Assessment document which will be put on the
website. Disclosure log — it was proposed that Bentley should not hold a disclosure log.

Proposed: Clir K Wheals Seconded: ClIr R Perkin 5infavour 1 against

Class - The Services we offer — Closed churchyards & burial grounds are maintained —
Playing fields, Bus shelters — agency agreements — the grass cutter is shared with SCC — Cllr
Perkin is to nvestigate. The schedule of charges isto be reviewed.

Subject to the amendments listed above it was proposed that the Model Code be adopted

Proposed: Cllr R Perkin Seconded: Clir B Feltwell All in favour CuU

Action: Clerk to obtain model copies of Financial Standing Orders, Standing Orders,
Complaints Procedure, Data Protection Policies — to be circulated for discussion at next
meeting — charges to be reviewed

Victim Support Letter - The Chairman stated that the letter had been circulated in the
Correspondence File he asked if Councillors wished to make a donation and after some
discussion a donation of £25.00 was proposed. The Clerk was asked to put it on the list for
consideration inthe future.

Proposed: Clir K Wheals Seconded: ClIr B Feltwell All in favour CU

| Action: Cheque £25 for Victim Support

Village Hall — Proposed Meetings - It was proposed that the Parish Council asregular users
of the hall should meet with the Village Hall Committee to discuss ideas of mutual interest.

Proposed: Cllr P Rayment Seconded: Clir M Doolan Allin favour CU
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Grant application from The Computer Club — The Chairman stated that usually these
applications are dealt with at the Annual Parish Meeting in May. He stated that this
application had come from the Computer Club (not the Village Hall) and was for the
installation of the telephone line so Broadband could be installed which would then allow
parishioners to shop online. Cllr Goodwin was opposedto this grant —The meeting closed on
a nodded agreement to clarify whether the £400.00 from County Councillor David Yorke-
Edwards Locality Budget was dependent on a grant from the Parish Council — the meeting
was informed that the Parish Council had to be in agreement as the cheque would probably
have to be paid to the Clerk for onward transmission to the Computer Club the meeting re-
convened - After much discussion it was proposed that the Computer Club be given £150.00
subject to some sort of commitment regarding opening hours and availability as stated in their
formal application — it was felt an urgent meeting was needed with the Village Hall
Management Committee to discuss these matters — payment to be made if conditions were
met.

Extract from application

"It involves the installation of a broadband telephone line into the village hall which can be
used, via computers & wireless link, i all parts of the hall - as required.

The new broadband [ink would be used by the computer club which provides free I.T. training
and a problem solving facility,

and by other village residents who may not have their own computer - for possibly ‘on-line’
shopping or keeping in contact with distant relatives.

We see ‘on-line’ shopping as themodern version of the "Community Shop * where residents
can place an individual order, together with a consolidated “community order” from other
residents, for delivery to the hall where it can be collected or delivered as necessary. One
delivery fee and one consolidated onder."

Proposed: Clir B Feltwell Seconded: Clir B Poulding 5 in favour 1 against

The meeting closed on a nodded agreement Cllr Yorke-Edwards stated he would forward a
Locality Budget Application Form — Mr Blackmore stated that as the Council decision was
not unanimous and he was not prepared to comply with the conditions he was withdrawing
the application. Mr Blackmore left the meeting ending the discussions the Parish Council,
David Yorke-Edwards (SCC) and Mr Blackmore were having on possible solutions - the
meeting reconvened.

To discuss reinstatement of January and August Meetings - The Chairman stated that
because there was no January meeting some correspondence was out of date. It was proposed
that a January meeting be reinstated next year. It was agreed not to hold a meeting in August
due to holidays.

Proposed: ClIr R Perkin Seconded: Clir B Feltwell All in favour CU

School Travel Plan — Update - The Chairman stated that SCC had completed the pavement
along Church Road and it was proposed that Cllr Orr meet withthe School Travel Plan group.
He also asked for approval for an exchange of information/correspondenceto be allowed.

Proposed: Clir B Feltwell Seconded: Clir B Poulding Allin favour CU

Action Plan — Latest Information
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13.1

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Local Homes for Local People — to discuss proposed questionnaire - Councillors had all
received a copy of the survey form produced by Suffolk ACRE - three Councillors had not
been able to meet to go through it - It was thought thatthe first page should be scrapped as it
was unnecessary and that question 7 should be the first one - subject to these points it was
proposedthat this should be the basis of the Bentley survey.

Proposed: Clir B Feltwell Seconded: ClIr R Perkin All in favour CU

| Action: Clerk to contact Suffolk ACRE and BDC

Outstanding Action Report - Most of the items on the list had been carried out and have
been reported on earlier in the meeting. (Report attached).

Fly Tipping — Latest Situation - Nothing reported.

Highway Issues - There is to be a public session regarding outstanding highway issues
before the start of the April meeting. The meeting is to commence at 7 pm to give
parishioners a chanceto talk about their concerns.

Action: Clerk to contact SCC — re roadway outside the Church - Public Session before
| April meeting — circulate previous correspondence

To Receive Report from Footpath Warden — In the absence of the Footpath Warden Mr
Wheals stated that there is a walk inthe Wenham area on Sunday at 2.30 pm starting from the
Village Hall. Cllr Wheals confirmed she had spoken to Mr Cribb about attending meetings.
The Clerk stated that the paths in Holly Wood were in a very bad condition — it was agreed to
ask Mr Cribbto investigate.

To Receive Report from Bentley CEVCP School — Clir Rayment stated that the visit to
Snape Music Festival hadto be cancelled as the music teacher was quite poorly. There is a

new bike shed built during half term — some children now cycle to school along the route
upgraded by Suffolk County Council Highways.

Tree Warden’s Report - Mr Hawes had sent his apologies and stated that there was nothing
to report but sent along some literature that was included in the late correspondence.

Playing Fields Committee Update — It was agreed that because of the time the proposed
meeting that was to take place after this meeting would be deferred. The Clerk brought
Councillors’ attention to an e-mail from a parishioner asking permission to use the playing
field for a party with a traction engine. After discussing - two Councillors were very
concerned about the health and safety aspect - it was proposed that although it was agreed in
principle, because the field was open to the public the parishioner would need to undertake a
risk assessment on how he was going to manage the party before the next meeting,

Proposed: Clir J Orr Seconded: Cllr K Wheals 4 infavour 1 againgt
1 abstention

| Action: Clerk to contact parishioner

Neighbourhood Watch - Mr Ingham reported that as the policeman had said earlier there had
been no crimes in Bentley. He statedthat they had been successful in finding a representative
for East Mill Green but still need co-ordinators for Silver Leys, and Highfields.

To Receive Correspondence - If any parishioner would like to see any item of
correspondence they should eithertelephone the Clerk for an appointment to view or it can be
viewed at the next meeting.
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221

23.

231

232

24.

25.

Items on list with Agenda — A list of 33 items was published with the Agenda with 3 items
from the Clerk (as attached).

A further 14 items of late Correspondence with 3 items from the Clerk were included in the
circulation folder.

The Chairman commented on Item 1 — Spring Clean Suffolk 2009 — Cllr Wheals agreed to
organise the litter pick — the Clerk needs a list of names to put with the Insurance policy.
Item 6 — Formation of Village Hall User Group Panel — a meeting on Saturday at 10 am —
Cllr Doolan to attend on behalf of the Parish Council. — Item 11 — letter from Mr Anderton
requesting software for website — it was agreed this should be an agenda item at the next
meeting — Item 28 - parking on grass verges.

Exchange of Information By Councillors & Matters for Consideration at Future
Meetings

Cllr Orr referredto letters received from certain parishioners and suggested that two or three
Councillors gettogether to look at the correspondence and come to a conclusion whether the
letters are malicious and vexatious and make suggestions on how to progress further. Cllrs
Perkin, Doolan and Orr volunteered

Cllr Orr drew Councillors’ attention to the Local Councillor supplement — after April a co-
opted Councillor will no longer be able to stand as Chairman or Vice Chairman. He urged
Councillors tothink about this before it becomes law.

To Authorise Payments - The following payment was authorised.

100778 Clerk’s wages, expenses - February £300.36 £330.44
Expenses £30.08
£33044

It was proposedthat this be paid.

Proposed: Cllr B Feltwell Seconded: ClIr R Perkin All in favour CU

To Confirm Date of Next Scheduled Meeting — Thursday 2 April 2009 at 7.00 pm. The
meeting closed at 945 pm

CHAIRMAN: DATE:
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