Minutes of a meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 12th June 2007 at 7.30pm at the Church Hall.  
Councillors Present

Cllr Culyer (Vice Chairman), Cllr Burgess, Cllr Cossey, Cllr Hammond-Fox, Cllr Robbins. 
Also Present; 
SCC John Taylor 

Mrs Beevor – Clerk, 
6 Members of the public

The Vice Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman for this meeting. 
Sylvia Robbins was welcomed to the meeting – Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Register of Interests completed prior to the meeting. 
Agenda

1. Apologies for absence 
Cllr Holman, Cllr Knights, P C Harris,   
2. Declarations of Interest 
Nil 
3. To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 15TH May 2007. 
On the proposal of Cllr Burgess, seconded by Cllr Culyer the minutes were agreed by all. 

4. Items from councillors on matters not on the agenda. 
a) Light  - Ashdale Drive 
b) Hedge - Lowestoft Road
c) Factory sale at Ellough Business Park 

d) Roundabout top of Marsh Lane 

e) Name badges  
Meeting opened to the public.  
5.  Reports, and Questions from the public

a)  Report from P C Harris.                    
In his absence P C Harris had reported that since the last meeting there had been an incident of criminal damage in Rowan Way when a front kitchen window was broken. There had also been 2 domestic incidents, 1 assault following a dispute, 1 possession of cannabis, and 1 burglary of a garage in All Saints Green.  

b) Report from Cllr Taylor - SCC
a) The Ellough Road weight restriction has been deferred until the feasibility study of Lowestoft Road has been carried out. 
b) Regarding Grove Road management scheme – complaints have been received and the matter will go to the committee for consideration. 

c) A146 – A145 – road treatment works are going ahead. 

d) School Travel Plans – Worlingham Middle School and Worlingham CEVC Primary School both submitted school travel plans. The schools should receive their funding grant in September 2007.   

e) Rights of Way – the cutting plan has been extended – more paths have been added and the cutting began one week earlier. 

f) Locality Budget 06/07 – details of grants made were read to the meeting. 

g) The CAB in Beccles is looking for new accommodation – negotiations are continuing.  

c) Report from WDC 
 
No Report 
d) Items from members of the public
No questions   
Meeting closed to public contribution at 7.47pm.  
6. Clerks Report 

Full details as on the clerks report as provided to councillors, with a copy in the minute book attached to the main minutes, and;   

a) Response from First Bus re possible stop near Marsh Lane – First Bus have no intention of changing the route, but may consider the matter if enough residents contact them. Cllr Culyer will advise the residents of this response and see whether they wish for the matter to be pursued. 

b) Holly Close pathway to play area – the blackberry bush still needs cutting back and the trees need trimming back.  

c)  Dog fouling – clerk to ask WDC for feedback on their dog patrols in the area.  

7. Matters Arising from previous meetings
a) Play areas – Inspections – WDC advise that they have completed a risk assessment on their individual play areas and do weekly/fortnightly checks dependent on the risk. Discussion took place regarding the weekly checks that the Parish Council carry out and whether there was any risk attached to these inspections. The information within the RoSPA guide to play area inspections was advised to the meeting. Following discussion the clerk was asked to contact RoSPA direct to clarify whether a) weekly inspection required in all play areas? b) what responsibility does the inspection  place on those undertaking it? c) What training is available and the cost? d) Is any CRB or List 99 check required on the inspectors?       
b) Parish Plan – Cllr Robbins advised the meeting of the progress made to date by the Steering group. The minutes of the steering group are within the correspondence folder and their meeting summary is available on the website. Cllr Robbins advised that the group are considering ways of consulting with residents and hope to have the questionnaire ready for November 07 – February 08, with the plan being finalised by July 08. A budget is presently being prepared by the group – their next meeting is 26th June 2007.  The clerk advised Council that the group had asked for clarification as to how the funding would be released, and this will need to be discussed at the July Council meeting.       
c) 4 Towns Bus – Cllr Culyer reported that the bus had been well received by the young people. 2 visits had taken place and it had been very well attended. Enquiries had been made with the school over the possible use of the toilets but the hall is not handed over to the school until September 07 and use cannot be agreed until then. 

Discussion took place about the other services that the bus offers such as computer training.  This would cater for 6 people per session and the cost of the bus and a tutor would be in the region of £60.00. It was requested that the Council considers the possibility of these visits if a suitable location could be found. It was agreed by all that possible locations would be approached and that the matter could be discussed further at the next meeting. 

Cllr Taylor advised that ‘The Crossing’ in Lowestoft could provide information about basic internet training.     

d) Worlingham Sign – Cllr Culyer has contacted 2 further organisations to obtain quotes for the sign. Both organisations make signs in aluminium rather than iron and they are not based locally. The costings from both ranged from £500 - £1000 depending on style and work involved. Thurton Foundry costed  an iron sign at £700 for artwork, £650 - £900 for casting and £160 for cast iron. Cllr Taylor advised that he had funded several signs previously from Locality Budget and Henstead was one of these. Due to maintenance costs Henstead chose a non metal – fibreglass sign. It was believed that Beccles also had a fibre glass sign.  Clerk to find out further information. Cllr Taylor confirmed that he would be able to provide some funding for a sign for Worlingham – amount to be agreed.    
e) Gating Order – SCC has forwarded locality funding of £2000 for the gating order. The legal team at SCC advise that the process is under way, but as this is the first such order that they have carried out, the process could take some time. They will keep the Council advised of developments. Mrs French has contacted Cllr Cossey to advise that problems are still being encountered. Copy of plan showing position of gates was shown to Council by Cllr Taylor. 

f) Councillor vacancies – co-option - There are presently 2 vacancies for councillors. Resume had been received from Richard Tucker which was circulated to councillors prior to the meeting for consideration for co-opting Mr Tucker. It was resolved by all to co-opt Mr Tucker onto the Parish Council – clerk to make contact.    
g) Councillor Areas – Cllr Robbins offered to cover Area 6 and Mr Tucker will be asked to cover another area. 
h) Awards for All – Cllr Taylor advised re school travel plan as above. Clerk was asked to contact the Primary school to confirm whether the plan included any monies for the possible pathway to the school from Orchard Rise. 

i) Standing Orders – Following the adoption of the 2007 Code of Conduct, it was confirmed that the Standing Orders should be updated to reflect the Code.  It was resolved by all to update the Standing Orders. Updated copies to be available for all councillors.   
 8. Correspondence

Councillors were provided with details of the general correspondence which will be passed around in the circulation folder. 

Other correspondence; 

a) Letter from Beccles Medical Centre read to meeting advising that there is no funding available to bring a doctor to Worlingham. Comment was made that public pressure is useful in these situations. The clerk was asked to acknowledge the letter and to advise the Medical Centre that the residents of Worlingham are to be consulted about their health and surgery requirements via the Parish Plan.    

b) WDC – Rough Sleeper Count – no rough sleepers in parish. 
c) WDC Development Control Cttee – are looking for different venues to hold Cttee meetings. Church Hall, Primary School and Middle School to be advised. 

9. Planning 
DC/07/1126/OUT – construction of 1 new house with annexe at Land south of The Firs, Worlingham by Mr and Mrs Howes.  
After discussion councillors resolved to approve the application. 
Planning correspondence 

a) WDC Decisions
DC/07/0771/FUL – granted 8 Fairmile Close 
DC/07/0827/FUL – granted – 1 Pinetree Close 

DC/07/0703/FUL – granted – 31 Cedar Drive 

DC/07/0912/FUL –granted – 6 Cedar Drive 
DC/07/0747/FUL – granted – 56 Lowestoft Road

DC/07/0696/FUL – granted – 57 Cedar Drive 

DC/07/0870/FUL – granted – Worlingham Hall

Other planning correspondence – Alpha, Woodland Ave is to be renamed The Woodlands, Woodland Ave. 

10. Meetings attended by Councillors 
a) Cllr Robbins advised that she was in the middle of her 4 week new councillor training by Salc. 
11. Finance
a) Authorisation of cheques for payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and details of the transfer required and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. These were read out to the Council meeting. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made. 
b) Asset register  – handed to all councillors and confirmed as correct. 

c) Bank mandate will need updating at the next meeting. 

d) Internal auditor has reviewed the accounts for 2006/07 and signed these off with no items to note. Accounts to be forwarded to Lubbock Fine.  

12. Councillors questions/matters from above. 

a) the light no 738 has still not been repaired despite being reported by several members of the public.  
b) The hedging from 55 – 71 Lowestoft Road needs cutting back as overgrown onto the pavement. Clerk was asked to contact the residents. 
c) Clerk was asked to write to Worlingham Hall to thank them for cutting back the growth on the pavements. 

d) Factory sale – Ellough Business park – contact to be made with WDC planning. 

e) A146 – Marsh Lane roundabout difficult to cross. Contact to be made with Derek Oldham at SCC to ask if the hedging on the Marsh Lane side of the A146 can be cut back to assist those trying to cross road.

f) Name badges – Cllr Hammond Fox believes that there have previously been badges – to bring to next meeting. 

g) Cllr Holman had e mailed the clerk with various village matters that need attention and the appropriate contacts have been made. 

h) Graffiti on notice board by Middle School – Cllr Burgess will look at. 

i) Winer diners – WDC not cutting under these – bear in mind if further ones ordered that a concrete base may be more appropriate. 

j) Open spaces – It was felt that the open spaces in the Parish are not being kept as they should by WDC. Contact to be made with the District Councillors with view to having site meetings to consider the situation. 

k) Lowestoft Road consultation by SCC - this to be considered at the next meeting especially with regard to the Vehicle Activated Signs. 

l) Pavement by bus stop on Lowestoft Road used by the school children – it was noted that this area is very narrow  - request to be made re widening path.      
13. Date of next meeting. 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th July 2007 at 7.30pm. 
Meeting closed at 9.38pm. 

Chairman ……………………………………
Dated………………………………………..    
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