Hengrave Hall

Hengrave Hall was built between 1525-38 in the reign of Henry VIII by Sir Thomas Kytson, a wealthy wool merchant and Sheriff of London. Hengrave was Kytson's main country residence. His sister married John Washington, the ancestor of George Washington. A window in Hengrave Hall shows the arms of the Washington family including the stripes which are now part of the American flag.
It is a handsome building in the Tudor style built of brick with stone facings, laid out around a courtyard, typical of the Tudor period. But unlike most Tudor houses, where the rooms opened up off one another, Hengrave had corridors around the courtyard, providing access to the rooms on each floor. Hengrave Hall was not a single family home but was built for an extended household that included relatives as well as servants. This kind of Tudor house had only one large room, the Great Hall. This was the heart of the house.The household met and ate here.  But the hall was chiefly designed as an impressive space in which to receive and entertain visitors. The building materials were brought to Hengrave by barges along the River Lark, the total cost for the building was £3000.
The mansion stands in 44 acres with a lake, formal gardens and parkland. Simon Jenkins describes the gatehouse as ‘one of the glories of Tudor design.'
The 14th century Church of The Reconciliation is quite unlike any other in Suffolk, it is a small edifice of considerable antiquity, and has a round tower. It is still kept up as a mausoleum, and contains many monuments, including the tombs of the Kitsons, Gages, Bourchiers, Earls of Bath, and several other families who have resided at the Hall. It has not been in use as a church for upwards of two hundred years, the inhabitants frequenting the church of Flempton. 

The Hall enjoys a rich historical past. Mary Tudor was sheltered here in her flight from plotters against her throne. Queen Elizabeth 1 was entertained - twice - on her progress to and from Norwich in 1578. Queen Elizabeth 1 did not travel lightly: among other things she brought 400 wagons containing clothes, jewellery and furniture. She had 2,400 horses to pull these wagons, bottles of her favourite beer and over 1,000 servants and ministers. 

The grand-daughter of the Sir Thomas who built the hall inherited it from his son, and on her marriage it passed into the hands of the Gage family, where it would remain for nine generations. They are famous for sheltering the madrigal writer, John Wilbye; and, for giving their name to a fruit developed in the grounds, the greengage. Hengrave Hall continued to remain in private hands until it was purchased in 1952 by the Sisters of Assumption, a Catholic religious order. They ran it as a boarding school for some years and the Hall was then run by the Hengrave Community (a Christian community), which was founded in 1972.  It has subsequently been sold to a private individual in 2006. Future plans for the Hall are currently being reviewed by the new owners. 
