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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

held Monday, 14 September 2009 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), N Merriam (Vice-Chairman), J Formby, M Appleby, K Knights, B Kemp and T Goodacre (Clerk)


A Stringer (MSDC and SCC – part of), S Johnson (Suffolk Police - part of) and 8 members of the public

Apologies:
None received.
1. Chairman’s Welcome: The Chairman opened the meeting.
2. Declaration of Interest: None received. 

3. Minutes of Meeting held 13 July 2009: The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman. 
4. Village Forum: No items raised.
5. Reports:

5.1. SCC: A Stringer
· Local Government Review: Proposal for East/West split to be considered if appeal from the Boundary Committee is unsuccessful.  Hearing set for October.
· Energy from Waste: Site at Great Blakenham chosen for residual waste treatment plant with energy from waste (incineration) as the technology.
· Community Speed Check: Pilot scheme has been successful with parishes working together to share equipment.  The Chairman confirmed an interest in this scheme.  J Formby to liaise with M Appleby regarding inclusion in the Newsletter.
5.2. MSDC: A Stringer

· Bus Passes: MSDC introducing free bus passes for carers accompanying bus pass holders.
· Xchange Project: Utilising “My Place Programme” funding (in partnership with organisations within Suffolk) a world class multi-purpose youth facility is to be built in Stowmarket.
5.3. Suffolk Police: S Johnson
· Reported Crimes: No reported crimes since mid July 2009.
· PC 1546 Andy Pursehouse joined the team in August as the new SNT Police Officer.
· Mid Suffolk Policing Forum:  To be held 6 October 2009 at Debenham Leisure Centre – the public’s opportunity to meet members of the police authority and have their say.  All welcome.
· Neighbourhood Watch: Local co-ordinators requested to assist with this scheme.  Interested parties should contact 01284 774100 or midsuffcentral.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk
5.4. Parish Clerk 
· Missing Village Signs:  SCC Highways are aware of missing signs and Wickham Skeith is on the next schedule of replacement.  New signs will be composite plastic/aluminium to reduce incentive for scrap value.
· Training:  Parish Clerk for Mellis has enquired if Councillors would be interested in attending further weekend training sessions.  B Kemp confirmed that a small budget would be available if topics covered were of interest. 
5.5. Parish Councillors

· Wildlife Trust Workshop: M Appleby had attended and advised of community schemes.  Village interest to be ascertained in Newsletter and future survey conducted.
· N Merriam raised interior issues being experienced by tenants at St Andrews Close.  S Sparrow to liaise with tenants as to whether further assistance required.

6. Correspondence Received: All correspondence dealt with during Agenda items or included in Correspondence File.

7. Financial Position: 
· B Kemp presented the accounts as at 31 August 2009, showing a bank balance of £2,176.56.
· N Merriam is now an approved signatory.
· The following invoices were approved for payment:

SuffolkACRE (Insurance)
£188.12

Village Hall (Hire of)
£30.00
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8. Planning Matters:  
8.1. Application No: 2331/09 – Pear Tree Cottage, Rose Lane.  Application for tree works received and consent has been granted.
8.2. Application No: 1826/09 (previously 3342/08): Two Wind Turbines, Potash Farm, Wyverstone.  A revised application is being applied for.  Councillors remain of the opinion not to comment. 
9. Village Management:

9.1. Visibility Mirror:  Cheque now received from Hewdens in respect of damaged mirror and it was agreed to replace.
9.2. Trees on Village Green:  To continue maintenance of the trees, the next phase of planned tree works will be scheduled for Jan/Feb 2010.  M Appleby to contact Tree Officer in respect of pollarding a Willow.
9.3. Grass Cutting: It was agreed that the cutting of the Village Green should be reviewed following a wildlife survey and a proposed management plan being put to the parish council. If an area is identified as being of value for wild flowers and butterflies, residents to be reassured that this will not mean it is never cut.

9.4. Maintenance of other areas of land: It was agreed to review the management of the area known as The Knoll as part of the wildlife survey to ensure that it retains any wildlife interest while maintaining a welcoming gateway to the village.

9.5. Landscaping at St Andrews Close:  Clerk to write to Orwell Housing as the landscaping from the viewpoint of Grange Road has not been completed.
10. Locality Grant:  It was agreed to split the funding between the Lunch Club (for a hostess trolley) and St Andrew’s Church (in support of the repairs to the south porch roof).
11. Standing Orders: The reproduced Standing Orders (dated September 2009) were approved by all Councillors.

12. Matters for next Agenda: No items raised.
13. Next Meeting: 9 November 2009 at 8.00 pm 

Meeting closed at 9.30 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..










