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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

held Monday, 8 January 2007 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
1. Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), J Homan, C Wright, N Merriam, B Kemp, K Knights, T Goodacre (Clerk)


A Stringer, J Clover and 4 members of the public

Apologies: 
Accepted from PC R Calver (report received)
2. Declaration of Interest: Received from J Homan for Item 9 and K Knights for Item 9
3. Minutes of Meeting held 13 November 2006: The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman

4. Village Forum: 
· Mr Michael McCarthy of Daisy Green Lane made it known that he will not tolerate dogs on his land and will take action as necessary (this will be reiterated in the next Newsletter)

· It was noted that large pike are present in The Grimmer
· Charmion will liaise with Andrew Stringer with regards to the Bus Service
5. Reports:

5.1. MSDC: A Stringer

· Mendlesham Post Office is now open for business
· Marks and Spencer have been given approval for a new store in Stowmarket

· Car parks in Stowmarket will not be looking into charging for Sundays and confirmed that no price increases will be imposed 

· Pear Tree Cottage has been visited by Mid Suffolk’s Enforcement Team in respect of the fence refused by Planning last year
· Councillors’ Allowances are to be debated as rises are suggested above inflation

· Fly tipping is still evident within Wickham Skeith

5.2. Police: PC Calver forwarded his report which covered
· No crimes have been reported in the area for the period 11/09/06 to 08/01/07 although Mendlesham has received burglary offences.  Efforts should be made to ensure the security of belongings, including those in outbuildings.  Shed alarms are available from Police Stations and if you are aged 60 or over you may be entitled to a free security upgrade (see next Newsletter for further information)

· If out, leave lights on during these darker evenings to discourage crime
· Doorstep callers have previously been in the area looking for work and are employed at your own risk – Age Concern can be contacted on 01473 257039 for reputable tradespersons
5.3. SCC: J Clover

· Local Government White Paper: Meeting to be held in support of 3-tier local government in Suffolk

· Education System: Executive Committee is considering 2-tier system for schools in Suffolk

· Hartismere Action Group: J Clover attended presentation who were very enthusiastic about site and hoped to receive help from Primary Care Trust
5.4. Parish Clerk
· No matters to report
5.5. Parish Councillors: N Merriam reported that cars have been badly cutting up the The Village Green
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6. Correspondence Received: 
· Community Achievement Awards 2007: As mentioned in January Newsletter - closing date for applications: 19 February 2007 
· All other correspondence acted upon in Agenda as necessary or included in Circulation Folder

7. Finance:

7.1. Financial position as at 7 January 2007: Detailed accounts and projections were made available by B Kemp recording a Bank Balance of £1,802.73.  The following were agreed for payment:

· Clerk’s Training Day 
£41.13
· Monthly Standing Order for Clerk’s Salary 
£68.00

· Audit Fee (Lubbock Fine)
£58.75
7.2. Budget Precept: It was reluctantly agreed that the Precept for 2007/08 would be £1,800 (please see February Newsletter for explanatory notes)
8. Vacancy on Parish Council: No applications have been received.  The vacancy for a Councillor will continue to be advertised in the village Newsletter
9. Housing: A Stringer confirmed that landowners had all been written to and that once all information/responses are received the Parish Council will be notified.  The Clerk will write to MSDC requesting an update on this matter
10. Planning Matters:

10.1. Planning Applications 
10.1.1. Ref: 3021/06 – Field View, The Street: Single storey side extension.  WSPC recommend approval for this application.
10.2. Planning Decisions
10.2.1. Ref: APP/W3520/A/06/2019855/WF – Land adjacent Skeith House, The Entry – APPEAL DISMISSED
11. Matters for next Agenda: No matters were received
12. Next Meeting:  12th March 2007 at 8.00 pm
Meeting closed at 8.55 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..
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