WICKHAM SKEITH PARISH COUNCIL

 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and the 

 Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council

 
    Monday 10th May 2004

 in Wickham Skeith Village Hall

Those present :
 J Homan (Chair)





J  Ede ( Clerk)







Also present :   N Merriam, S Sparrow, D Trinchero, B Kemp (Parish Councillors)

  J.Clover ( SCC Councillor)
  A.Stringer ( MSDC Councillor)



  PC B.Abbott ( Suffolk Constabulary)

  14 Members of the public

Item 1 – The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed all present. She explained that the meeting would take a different format from that of previous years. Representatives all village groups had been asked to table their annual reports and would be asked to comment only on items of specific note. The reports will be kept for Parish records.

Item 2--  Apologies for absence, J Medlock, C Wright

Item 3 – Approval of the Minutes –


The Minutes of last year’s meeting were read by the Clerk approved by the meeting and signed by the Chairman

Item 4 – Reports to the meeting

i) Chairman of the Parish Council – J Homan

The annual report was read out explaining the significant activities of the last year.

Election in May 2003 only 4 Parish Councillors were elected but during the year 3 additional were co-opted to give a full complement

Eight Planning Applications were considered during the year. MSDC accepted all but one of our recommendations. Two others still awaiting a decision by MSDC.

SCC have now made an order deleting the contentious part of Footpath27. The final order cannot be made until all objections are considered.

A number of actions from the Village Action Plan report have been completed. This will be review in Jan 2005.

ii) Treasurer of the Parish council – B Kemp 

The annual accounts for the Parish Council were presented by B Kemp.

As of 31/March 2004 the Parish Council has £3157.25

Receipts in year 2003/2004 -- £1889.49

Expenditure in the year 2003/2004 -- £1317.69

iii) Reports from the following Village groups were tabled and highlights of the year explained

Parochial Church Council – D Horne

Friends of St Andrews Church – S Wright

Stoke Ash School – O Wladon

History Group --  P Davidson

Wednesday Club – R Wright

Youth Club – B Scott

Hilltop Womens Club – M Knights

Village Hall Committee – M Paine

Care Group – C Pearmain

iv) J Clover – SCC 

Relatively uneventful year for the County Council, the Council Tax increase for next year had been pegged to 3.8% . The Council offices were in the throes of moving to a new location but it seems likely that there will be insufficient space for all. The numbers of Councillors in SCC will be reduced as a result of recommendations of the Boundary Commission. 

The Locality Grant for this year will be similar to 2003 Parish Council need to consider proposals.

A Stringer -- MSDC 

Problems with recruitment of Planning Officers has been alleviated a ‘locum’ has been brought in temporarily. New ‘Affordable Housing’ will be built at Mendlesham initially these will be offered to Mendlesham residents and then to residents of surrounding villages. New waste collection systems with recycling bins are being introduced by MSDC Wickham Skeith will be included eventually.

PC Barry Abbott – Community Police Officer

No crime reported in Wickham Skeith in the last year. Some minor crimes in adjacent Villages. 

There is a spate of break-ins of garden sheds, residents should be vigilant and keep outbuildings locked.

Two minor crimes in the Village this month at Elm Farm, electrical equipment was stolen.

Item 5 – Discussion on reports or other Village topics


The various representatives answered questions from the floor.


There were no other Village issues raised, the new ‘Village Forum’ topic on 

the Parish Council agenda ensures that issues are dealt with on a regular 

basis.

Item 6 – Guest speaker 

The person working on development of Village web sites was invited to speak but was unable to come to the meeting due to work deadlines

Item 7 --  Election of Parish Council Officers 2004/2005


Chairman – J Homan proposed by N Merriam and seconded by D Trinchero, no other nominations, elected unanimously


Vice – chair --  J Medlock proposed by S Sparrow seconded by B Kemp, no other nominations, elected unanimously


Treasurer – B Kemp proposed by D Trinchero seconded by S Sparrow, no other nominations, elected unanimously

There being no other business the Chairman thanked the attendees and closed the meeting at  8.20 pm.

Signed as a true record of the meeting

